
 

 

               What’s On at Stillington             
Sports & Social Club 

                      
• Saturday 18th September - Quiz Night with 

Higher Lower Cards to follow – 7.30pm start. 
• Saturday 26th September - 80s / 90s Music 

Night, 8pm start.  Let’s go back in time, free entry. 
• Saturday 24th October - Line Dancing to include 

chilli. 

Everyone welcome 

  

Stillington Post Office & 
Stores (Stillington Community 
Association Ltd) - We are looking for someone 
to join our team of volunteers to help with our stock 
ordering system. We have many different suppliers 
and different volunteers placing orders, but we 
need someone to take on the ordering with our 
main grocery supplier. This involves keeping track of 
existing stock and placing a fortnightly order.  If you 
are interested in this position, please contact John 
Dalton by email: j_a_dalton@hotmail.co.uk. 
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General Knowledge quizzes at the 
Sports and Social Club - start Friday 2nd 

October 2026 at 7.30pm. Then they’ll be on the 
first Friday monthly up to and including March 
2027. It’s £10 per table and everyone is welcome. 

 

 
Stillington and District Community Archive 

On Wednesday 16th September at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall, we welcome back Hilary Jones, with a talk 
entitled: Boundary Stones – discovering hidden history in the landscape. 
Illustrated with many varied examples of boundary markers, Hilary will explore why they were installed and 
what you can discover from them about your local area. From parish boundaries to lighthouses and castles, 
marking the boundary was, and remains, part of our hidden history. 
Hilary is Vice Chair of The Milestones Society, a charity that seeks to conserve our wayside heritage of 
milestones, boundary markers and traditional fingerposts. She has a professional background in transport 
planning and highways but is now retired and lives in Wensleydale. Free to members, £3 to visitors 
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Tuesday Pop In - back in the Village Hall from 
10.30 until 12 noon, so please call in. 

 

Jubilate Ladies’ Choir and Dynamics Wind 
Band will be offering an evening of music and song at 
the Village Hall on Saturday 3rd October at 7.00pm for a 
7.30pm start. 
Tickets priced £12 will be available at the Village Stores 
from 15th September. There will be a cash raffle on behalf 
of the Band and Choir and a bar run in support of the 
Village Hall. 
This event proved popular last year, so payment at the door 
might not be available if all tickets sell out beforehand. 

 

Save The Date - Following the successful 
Holiday Club Day at SSSC the team are now 
busy planning the next session. This will be 
taking place on Wednesday 28th OCTOBER 
(half term) 10.00am – 3.00pm at Huby 
Methodist Chapel. 
We will be holding a Light Party which will be 
celebrating an alternative to Hallowe'en. Lots of 
stories, activities, games and food to 
share.  Further details will follow nearer the 
time, but please note the date so that you don't 
miss out on a fun-packed free experience. 

 Stillington Village Hall – all upcoming events 
can be found on the website – 
thevillagehallstillington.org, click on the Menu 
and select Calendar. 

Notes from the Editors - The Stillington News is made possible through the generous support of local 
organisations and individual donations from members of the community. The publication is produced entirely 
by a small team of volunteers, with local printing costs representing our principal monthly expenditure. Each 
month, 425 copies are printed and distributed throughout the village, with a small number also available in the 
Village Shop. It is with the support of donations we are usually able to meet our annual expenditure. 
Submissions need to be within a 350-word limit, as it allows more people to have an input into the newsletter. 
Many thanks, Lorraine and Wanda.  
Please email contributions for the October issue to news@stillingtonvillage.org by Monday 21st of 
September. Submissions received after this date may not be included. If you would like to donate to the 
Stillington News, you can do so either by BACS (Stillington News Account no: 41651089; sort code: 09 01 54) or 
by sending cheques to 1, Chantry Gardens, Stillington, YO61 1NF. We operate within a tight budget, so new 
donations would be very gratefully received. 

 
We will be offering flu and covid vaccinations to eligible 
cohorts from 1st October 2026. 
Appointments will be available to book soon either via a 
direct booking link sent by the Surgery, via the NHS APP or 
at the Surgery. 
Please DO NOT book via the National Booking Service. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Surgery will be closed from 12 noon on 
Wednesday 16th September. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

Stillington Surgery Patient Participation Group 
FREE Health & Wellbeing Open Day 

10am – 2pm & 5pm – 7pm 

Thursday 17th September 

Stillington Village Hall 
Learn more about NHS services, EDDCA, Men’s Shed, 
Marie Curie and how they can support your health and 

wellbeing. 

Himalayan Balsam - Good clearance of balsam 
this past month for the wood and ditch south of 
Sports and Social Club – thank you to the helpers. 
 
Playground Inspection is due in September. 
Thank you again to the weeding team and 
helping to keep both the playground and 
surrounding area litter free. 

200 Club results are 1st Mrs E Harrison; R.U.  Mr 
C Parr; 3rd Ms E O'Brien 
Church Register: The funeral of Jennifer 
Popplewell was held on the 7th July in St 
Nicholas’ Church, Stillington. 

 



 

 

                                                                                                Has anyone got the time? 

It’s one of those parts of everyday village life that you don’t notice…… until it’s not there! 
The church clock has been out of action for some weeks now. It stopped; we tried to start 
it again, it didn’t go; we called the engineer who immediately diagnosed the problem: 
One of the two motors driving the automatic winding system, after over twenty years, has 
failed; it can’t be repaired, we need a new one. 

We now have the quotation for a replacement motor to get the time back for Stillington. Unfortunately, it’s well 
over three thousand pounds! That had not been expected and, obviously, had not been budgeted for. If you 
have missed having the time, perhaps you may feel you’d like to contribute something towards getting it back. 
Any amount to help soften the blow would be so much appreciated. 
The church account details: bank transfer, Stillington PCC, Sort 20-98-98 and Account 13560430 please 
reference any donations ’Clock’. Stillington PCC for cheques and cash/cheques to John Clark, Church 
Treasurer, at Compton Cottage, High Street. Thank you. 

 

 

Stillington Wanderers 

27th July walk was from Cowhouse Bank Wood, north of Helmsley and overlooking Helmsley Moor with 
swathes of purple heather. 10th August walk started from the Carlisle Memorial column, at Bulmer Bank, 
south of Castle Howard. The monument was completed 1869 in memory of George Howard, 7th Earl of 
Carlisle. It’s topped with a gilded brazier decorated with flames and swans’ heads which reflect in the sun. 
The walk skirts East Fields area to Bulmer village, across to Brandreth Wood and the avenue through the Gate 
House, then eastwards with views of Castle Howard, the Mausoleum, the Pyramid and return via Welburn. 

Next walks: Monday 7th and 21st September. Meet outside the White Bear at 9.30am 

                                                                                             

 

 Stillington Tennis          

All matches have now been completed for Stillington’s mixed teams: 1st team in Div 6 have won 8 and lost 4; 
2nd in Div 8 have won 7 and lost 5. Both teams are currently 3rd with some outstanding matches in Div 8. Close 
games throughout with average 1st team score of 54-54 and 2nd team score of 56-52. 

Anne Barfoot and Pippa Bailey have each played 12 matches.  Harry Page had the highest average score of 24 
games per match. The top scoring pairs for 2nd team were Sophie and Tim Adams; Zoe Walker and Harry Page; 
Pippa Bailey and Harry Page.  1st team top pairs were Amanda Page and Mike Park; Jennifer Jones and Mike 
Park; Jennifer Jones and Harry Page. A total of 17 men and 10 different women played this season, with 
captains Jennifer Jones and Anne Barfoot masterminding the different pairings. 

  

 
Invitation to Easingwold Deanery’s Ceilidh 

5th September 6.30-9.00pm 

Strensall Village Hall YO32 5XW 

Pie and Peas Supper and bring your own drinks 

Tickets £10 and £5 (under 12s) 

easingwolddeanery@gmail.com or contact rmapletoft@outlook.com 
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         Stillington Gardening Club  

The 46th Annual Show took place on Sunday 10th August. It was another great success. 
Although the number of exhibitors was slightly down, the number of exhibits was up, we 
had 268 individual entries this year. This is extremely encouraging given the challenging 
weather this year.  

The Village Hall was full with all the entries of plants, vegetables, fruit, flowers and flower arrangements - both 
full size and miniatures - preserves and baking. Well done to all the exhibitors. The Hall looked magnificent and 
full. This was especially true for the apple sections. 

Thank you to our four judges for so meticulously judging all the classes and for their expert advice. The Best in 
Show prize - the Betty Richardson Trophy - was won by Tim Blenkin. 

Well done to all those who won 1st and 2nd prizes. Other trophy winners were: Best Fuschia – Phil and Val 
Hartley; Most Points for Vegetables – Caroline Procter and Arthur Caley; Most Points for Fruit – Peter 
Sutherland. Young Gardener and Overall Best Children’s entry – George Evans; Most Points Preserves and 
Home Baking – Caroline Procter; Best Victoria Sponge – Caroline Procter. Most Points Miscellaneous – Margaret 
Jackson; Most Points Flowers – Caroline Procter; Best Rose – Elizabeth Hartley. Exhibitor Most Points – Caroline 
Procter. 

Well done Sarah Raper and her team for all their hard work arranging such a fantastic show. 

Programme for 2026/27 - Our first speaker for the 2026 season will be on September 30th at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall. Coffee and tea will be served from 7.15pm, before the talk. Our speaker is Christine Pietrowski – 
‘Don’t Plant under a Walnut Tree’. 

 

   
Tim Blenkin, Winner ‘Best in 

Show’ 
George Evans, Winner ‘Overall 

Best Children’s’ 
Further proud winners pictured 
during the award presentation. 

Community Bible Study - Are you interested in joining a lively group who simply enjoy being together 
exploring deeper into God’s Word for today? Community Bible Study is rooted in prayer, and we share a strong 
desire to help all people who want to understand the world through the Bible. This year, over 30 weeks, we will 
be looking at Daniel and Revelation, an apt study for our present times.We meet at 9:30am in Kurt’s Bar, Galtres 
Centre, where we offer a welcoming, safe environment for people to share and grow together in confidence 
starting on Wednesday 9th September, following the school year for holidays finishing on 12th May. Why not 
come and try a session or two for free? If you decide to join us, we ask for a small charge to cover refreshments, 
materials and room booking. For further information please contact Sally by email to cbsi@dsign.plus.com 
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Countryside Notes 

Tuesday, 18th August. The pastures are dried to a brown, close-cropped state. However, 
the sheep are grazing something off them and are filling themselves out, but they are 
keen to have some barley and the remains of last year’s beans. Yesterday’s rain will 
have an effect on regrowth and already the lawn is greening. The clover in the pasture 
can take the drought better than the grass which is good as there is more protein in 
clover than grass. The cereal harvest is completed in record time with yields that have 
surpassed our expectations. 

Last week, we had a fine big Stoat hunting in the garden for a while. Now, if you have difficulty telling a Stoat 
from a Weasel, the Stoat is usually the larger of the pair but more distinct is the black, bushy tail whereas a 
Weasel has a short bit of tail. Of course, the Ermine Stole with the black tails of Stoats, is used in Royal 
Regalia. Also in more northern areas, the Stoat turns its brown fur to white. Today, there has been a lot of 
mewing sounds in the trees, where I suspect some young Buzzards are learning from their parents the art of 
living. It is a bit of a mystery where all the Buzzards have come from in recent years. These large Raptors are a 
wonder to watch as they glide on thermals seeking out unsuspecting prey on the ground. 

There is a good crop of Victoria Plums on a geriatric tree in the orchard and we were surprised by a Wild Plum 
in the orchard hedge, with egg yellow, small fruits that are good to eat. It was hung with branches of ripe fruit 
where you could pick 6 or 7 in one handful. The Pears that were very fruitful last year are having a rest this 
year. Travelling along the roads, I have seen more Toadflax this year, it bears Snapdragon-like flowers of 2 
shades of lemon yellow. It would be good if it proliferates for our pleasure. Just another thing to look out for 
and enjoy. R & M 

 

 

Churches and Ministry Contacts 
 St Nicholas’ Church 

- Churchwardens: Richard Mapletoft 01347 811854 | rmapletoft@outlook.com; Alison Holt 01347 
810407 alisongriceholt@btinternet.com 

        -     Lay Minister: Margaret Price 01347 811262 | pricehm870@gmail.com 
        -     Priest: Currently in vacancy 
        -     Canon Emeritus: Robert Law 01347 810940 lrf43@kesonline.org 

 St Leonard’s, Farlington 
        -    General Enquiries: benefice.admin@gmail.com 
        -    Churchwardens: Sally Wright 01347 878745 wright.sally341@gmail.com; Richard Haste 01347   878581              
              richardhaste@btinternet.com 

- Safeguarding: Caroline Hunt 01347 878242 safeguardingfarlington@gmail.com 

St Mary’s, Marton in the Forest 
        -    General Enquiries: benefice.admin@gmail.com 
        -    Churchwarden: Caroline Hunt 01347 878242 martonintheforest@gmail.com 
        -    Safeguarding: safeguardingmarton@gmail.com 

Villages Together Methodist Church 
- Minister: Rev Alex Middleton-Laing 07414 945299 

Shared pastoral contacts 
- Pastoral Matters: Canon Robert Law 01347 810940  lrf43@kesonline.org 
- Home Communion: Margaret Price 01347 811262 

mailto:richardhaste@btinternet.com
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St Nicholas’ Church                      
Worship: All are most welcome for every service.  
Sunday 6th 10.00am Morning Praise Celebrating Eco-Church 
Sunday 13th 10.00am Morning Praise  
Sunday 20th 10.00am Holy Communion Archdeacon Liz Hassall 
Sunday 27th 10.00am Morning Praise 

 Visiting the church - The church is open every day from 9.00am (or earlier) until 4.00pm. 

 Prayers for the village - These take place every Thursday at 9.00am. If you would like to join us or if you 
would like prayers said please contact Margaret Price (01347 811262 pricehm870@gmail.com) or leave a note 
in the side chapel of St Nicholas. 

Holy Communion at home - Would you like to receive Holy Communion at home? If you cannot come to 
Church on Sunday mornings, would you like a visit at home? Make a phone call to arrange a convenient time. 
Margaret Price 01347 811262. 

Flower Rota - 6th & 13th Mrs A Hope; 20th & 27th Mrs A Parkhaus 

 

 Villages Together Methodist Church 
Services 

- Sunday 6th 10.30am Huby Methodist Church: a 
Service where we all take part. 

- Sunday 13th 3.00pm at Alne Hall: Our Minister Rev 
Alex Middleton-Laing will lead our worship. 

- Sunday 20th 10.30am Cafe Service Huby 
Methodist Church, led by our Minister Rev Alex. 

- Sunday 27th 3.00pm Tholthorpe Methodist 
Church: Harvest Thanksgiving, Rev John Hayward 
will lead us as we celebrate the Harvest: Come for 
a grateful sing. 

Everyone is welcome to join us. 

 

St Mary's Church, Marton in the 
Forest       

We plan to have two services this month:  
Sunday 6th 6pm Celtic Communion 
Sunday 20th 6pm Celtic Harvest Celebration  
It's always lovely to see a church decorated for 
harvest! All food items will be donated to the 'I am 
Reusable' Community Foodbank in York. Our 
'Marton and Moxby Pantry' is a collection point all 
year round, but we do try to make a special 
effort at harvest, Christmas and Easter. So, if you 
have any surplus foodstuffs with a reasonable 
shelf life and would like them to find good 
homes, we'll happily pass them on. 

St Leonard’s, Farlington 

The sun shone and gave us a delightful day to celebrate Lammastide – Loaf Mass with bread made with wheat 
from this year’s harvest - and to enjoy the delicious refreshments which followed. 

Following on from Lammas, in September we have our popular Harvest Festival when we celebrate the end of 
the year’s harvest. As usual, we shall have our Harvest Festival and Harvest Supper on Friday, 25th September 
at 6.30pm and follow this with a Harvest Communion service on the following Sunday (27th) at 10.30am. We 
look forward to seeing you at these occasions, or any of our other services in St Leonard’s. 

Services in September 

Sunday 13th 10.30am Shortened Matins (BCP) 

Friday 25th 6.30pm Harvest Festival followed by the Harvest Supper 

Sunday 27th 10.30am Holy Communion for Harvest (BCP) 

Private Prayer: The church is open every day for private prayer and quiet time and the peaceful churchyard is 
always open. 
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