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Stillington Bonfire - Saturday 7th November 

The annual Bonfire and Fireworks will be held on Saturday 7th November. Please put the date in your diary 
now! The event will start with our traditional torchlit procession leaving the Village Hall at 6.45pm. As usual, for 
safety reasons the High Street and York Road will be closed to traffic between 6.30 and 7.30pm. 
The bonfire will be in the field to the south of the Sports and Social Club, where hot food and a spectacular 
firework display will be provided by the same professional suppliers as last year. More details will follow in next 
month’s newsletter, and advance tickets will be available in the Post Office from mid-October. 

Please help! As always, we need lots of volunteers to help plan and run the event. To 
get involved, please come to the planning meetings on Sundays 11th and 25th October, 

at 6.30pm in the Bowling Club (behind the Sports and Social Club). 
If you can’t come to a meeting but are willing to help on the day, please call Graham Cookman on 810047 or 

Andy Hart on 810598. Thank you. 

 

 

♥️ ♦️ ♠️ ♣️   ♥️ ♦️ ♠️ ♣️   

♥️ ♦️ ♠️ ♣️   ♥️ ♦️ ♠️ ♣️  
Stillington Bridge Club 

Friendly duplicate bridge every Monday @ 1.30pm in 
the Village Hall 

Singles or Pairs welcome - partners available 
Contact:caroline@peterhepworth.com Tel: 01347469585 
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Notes from the Editors - The Stillington News is made possible through the generous support of local 
organisations and individual donations from members of the community. The publication is produced entirely 
by a small team of volunteers, with local printing costs representing our principal monthly expenditure. Each 
month, 425 copies are printed and distributed throughout the village, with a small number also available in the 
Village Shop. It is with the support of donations we are usually able to meet our annual expenditure. 
Submissions need to be within a 350-word limit, as it allows more people to have an input into the newsletter. 
Many thanks, Lorraine and Wanda. 
Please email contributions for the November issue to news@stillingtonvillage.org by Tuesday 20th of October. 
Submissions received after this date may not be included. If you would like to donate to the Stillington News, 
you can do so either by BACS (Stillington News Account no: 41651089; sort code: 09 01 54) or by sending 
cheques to 1, Chantry Gardens, Stillington, YO61 1NF. We operate within a tight budget, so new donations 
would be very gratefully received. 

 

Stillington and District Community Archives - Researching your House History 
Have you ever wondered about the history of your house, or who lived in it before you? Join us on Wednesday 
21st October at 7.30pm in the Village Hall to listen to a presentation from North Yorkshire Archives on how 
you could become a House History detective. The Archives at Northallerton hold a multitude of records 
relating to properties and this talk is to give an introduction to the material held there that researchers may 
find useful - historic maps, architectural drawings, old photographs, property deeds, electoral registers and 
more. This subject links to our Living History project under People and their Homes. 

Free to members, £3.00 to visitors 

 Stillington Short Mat Bowls Club 
A new winter season has begun. If you fancy having a go at Bowling, 
please come along to the Village Hall on Tuesday afternoons 1.30 
to 4.00pm.  We can provide the bowls and tuition, but your own flat 
shoes must be worn. We have a break when tea and biscuits are 
served. Everyone welcome.  

 

Do come for a coffee to our Pop In at 
the Village Hall – every Tuesday from 
10.30am. See you there!  

 

Book Sale 
Saturday 31st October is the date to remember. Why you may ask? 
Well....... That's the date of our latest Book Sale in Stillington Village Hall. Our 
regulars all know the drill, but if this is the first you've heard about it, I will explain. 
Most of us who are readers accumulate many books which we don't want 
anymore. Fact, fiction, children's, hobbies, the list could be endless. They all take 
up valuable space in our homes and are in good condition so we don't want to 
throw them out.  What can we do? Our Book Sale is the answer. 
Bring your books to the village hall after 9.00am and leave them with us. We sort 
them roughly into subjects and sell them on to other readers. 
There are always yummy refreshments - tea, coffee, homemade cake and the 
money made is shared between the Village Hall and the WI. 
 

 
General Knowledge 
Quiz at the Sports 

and Social Club 

Friday 2nd October 

7.30pm 

will be for the Stillington 
Good Neighbour scheme. 



 

  

Two Jubilee Memories, One Village 
Part 1 - When Britannia Sailed on the Village Pond by Graham Jelley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As plans were made for the 1977 Jubilee, villagers gathered to decide how the occasion should be celebrated. 
Many remembered the 1937 Coronation, when a model battleship had floated on the village pond. This time, 
they agreed that nothing less than Britannia, the Royal Yacht, would do. Dennis Law took on the challenge and 
asked a village architect to design a structure that would create the illusion of a full-sized ship. A team soon 
gathered in Dennis's yard to begin construction. 
I designed the framework to resemble a ship while being supported by two large plastic empty water tanks 
hidden beneath it. After only a few weeks, Britannia was ready for launching complete with blue hull, white 
upper deck, two masts and plenty of portholes. 
Just before launch, one enthusiastic helper decided she needed even more portholes, while Don Brown, our 
local electrical engineer, fitted lights from bow to stern so the ship could be illuminated at night. 
Although the launch was delayed by an hour, a crowd still gathered to see whether Britannia would float. 
Wearing Wellington boots, the construction team carefully eased her into the pond. 
The water immediately came over the tops of our wellies and, as Britannia floated free, several of her crew 
found themselves standing neck-deep in the village pond, much to the amusement of the spectators. 
The ship was moored against a backdrop of trees, illuminated each evening, and became a much. loved 
centrepiece of the Jubilee celebrations. She remained on the pond throughout the summer of 1977 before 
finally succumbing to the winter storms. Britannia's final voyage ended on the village bonfire on 5 November, 
bringing an unforgettable chapter of village life to a close.       

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Editors’ Additional Notes - The Newsletter editors are currently reviewing the arrangements for receiving, 
storing and managing contributions to the village newsletter. This includes how we handle personal 
information, such as names and telephone numbers, as well as photographs and other material submitted for 
publication. Our website currently uses an older system, and we recognise that our arrangements would 
benefit from clearer information about privacy, the use of personal information, and the submission and 
publication of photographs. We are therefore reviewing these arrangements to ensure that they are kept up to 
date and appropriately reflect current data protection and privacy requirements. 
While this review is taking place, we ask contributors to take particular care not to provide unnecessary 
personal information. Where possible, please submit only the information needed for the purposes of 
producing and sharing the newsletter. If you submit photographs or personal information relating to other 
individuals, please ensure that you have the appropriate permission to do so. 
We will continue to handle submissions responsibly and will use personal information and photographs only 
where necessary for the purposes of producing and sharing the newsletter, in accordance with our 
arrangements for data protection and privacy. 
We will provide further guidance if any changes are made to our current arrangements following the review. 
Thank you for your patience, understanding and cooperation while we undertake this review, and for your 
continued support of the village newsletter. 

Our seasonal flu and covid vaccination 
campaigns for eligible patients are open for 
booking. 
Please contact the Surgery on 01347 810332 to 
arrange your appointment. 

200 Club Results 
1st Mr C Torless; RU Miss E Clark; 3rd Mrs E Chapman  

Drawn by Our Ernie 

 Calling any Volunteers wishing to help decorate the 
Sports and Social Club Hall 8th – 11th October.  

Please contact Carina on 07397 804854. 

 

Churches Together – Children Holiday Club Event 
Inviting all Primary School age children to our Holiday 
Club Light Party (an alternative to a Hallowe’en Party) 

Wednesday 28th October 10.00am – 3.00pm 
Huby Methodist Church 

Come along and have a fun time with craft activities, 
games, music, singing, stories, lunch and snacks – all 
free!  Donations are welcome. 

 Jubilate Ladies’ Choir and Dynamics 
Wind Band - will be offering an evening of 
music and song at the Village Hall on Saturday 
3rd October at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start.  

Tickets priced £12 will be available at the Village 
Stores from 15th September. There will be a cash 
raffle on behalf of the Band and Choir and a bar 
run in support of the Village Hall. 

This event proved popular last year, so payment at 
the door might not be available if all tickets sell out 

beforehand. 

Village Defibrillators 
The village has three defibrillators. All three are 
available 24/7, no codes are needed.  
The defibrillators are kept:    
1. The church porch    
2. The Sports and Social Club, near the Squash Court         
entrance     
3. The front wall of the Village Hall 

                                           

 

Remember: Call an Ambulance, start CPR, get the 
defibrillator - it will tell you what to do. 

 



 

  

Stillington Wanderers: 24th August walk was from Kilburn, west to Middle Kilburn Park and back via 
South Kilburn Parks. It was a good turnout for 7th September walk from Scawton with plenty of ups and downs 
to Nettle Dale, Cold Kirby and Flassan Dale. The newly painted White Horse was well in evidence on the 21st 
September for the five mile walk from Coxwold to Angram Hall, Wildon Grange Farm with its extensive cattle 
operation. Next walks: Mondays 5th and 19th October. Meet outside the White Bear at 9.30am. 

Countryside Notes 

Today, 15th September. That blue sky hid the Wild Geese flying very high over the farm but, if I could not see 
them, I could hear their music which was exciting to the ear. Pink-footed Geese are the early arrivals from the 
north and that was Pink Feet travelling to the Humber Estuary or further to the Norfolk Broads where they rest 
and fly from there to arable land to feed.  

Saturday saw the St Leger race at Doncaster. Legend has it that winter follows the last horse in the race. Robins 
are about the farm buildings, seeking territory where they will nest next spring and fiercely defend that territory, 
having forsaken open farmland and hedgerows. Tonight a Tawny Owl is calling out to attract a partner. All these 
events telling us that nature has not lost its clock. 

Some trees, especially Sycamore, have shed dried leaves, brown and not very beautiful, having been shed from 
a thirsty tree, anything to conserve the available moisture. Other trees are doing the same but not the Oak as its 
roots go so deep into the earth. The season has suited the Roses that have flowered in profusion and making 
red berries (hips) and the Thorn has a tremendous amount of crimson Haws that the birds will love as the year 
goes by. Our Morning Glory, with its blue flowers, has just started to flower. I have always liked the white 
trumpet flowers found in our hedgerows. This year there have been some wonderful patches of the pink and 
candy striped by our roadsides. These ground creepers make a great show, better than the ones grown in the 
arable fields. 

Once again, the sound of the lawn mower is heard in our land as the grass has revived after the baking sun. The 
grass is gathering up reserves for the winter ahead. What will that be like, I wonder? No doubt another 
challenge! We must enjoy this season of Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness and say a huge thank you. 

R & M  

 

   

Family Fun Day on 30th August at the Sports and 
Social Club had something for everyone and 
many rosettes for the Dog Show winners. Thank 
you to the sponsors Abbotsway Kennels and Toft 
Animal Supplies and to the judges from Leatham 
Cottage Dog Grooming Parlour. 

Please contact the Club if you’d like to be 
involved next year. 

Racketball at Stillington Squash Club: The club 
is open from 5.00pm every Friday for anyone to Have a 
Go at Racketball. Squash and Racketball share the same 
four-walled court and a rubber ball. Squash uses a 
smaller, low-bounce ball and a longer racket handle; 
Racketball uses a larger, high-bounce ball and a shorter 
racket. Rackets and balls are provided and a member will 
be there to help. 



 

  

Two Jubilee Memories, One Village: Part 2 - Roasting an Ox  
By Graham Jelley 

To celebrate the 1977 Jubilee, a village committee met to decide how the occasion should be marked. Farmer 
Frank Atkinson suggested something rather ambitious: “I’ve always wanted to roast an ox. I’ll donate the one.” 
Farmer Ian Richards and I set out to discover how such a feast could be achieved. Our search took us from a 
butcher in Bradford to an auctioneer near Scarborough, who explained that only a few inches of meat could be 
cooked at a time, with constant basting before each section was carved away. 
The preparations began. Don Brown, a mechanical engineer, designed and built a revolving spit using a six-
inch stainless-steel tube on roller bearings, powered by an electric motor. Dennis Law built the fireplace and 
Ian Richards provided a building to shelter it. 
When the ox was mounted, it refused to turn properly, so a metal bracket had to be welded onto the shaft. Don 
had ingeniously adapted parts from old agricultural machinery to create a spit unlike anything the village had 
seen. 
Keeping the ox cooking required constant attention, with around fifty villagers taking two-hour shifts to baste 
the meat throughout the day and night. 
At 3 p.m. the following afternoon, the Chairman made the ceremonial first cut. The children were served first, 
each receiving a bread bun filled with freshly roasted beef. Cooking and carving continued until every last 
portion had been enjoyed. 
Those who made it happen were too exhausted to appreciate what they had achieved, but nearly fifty years 
later, the great ox roast remains one of the village's proudest memories. 

 

The 1977 Ox Roast 
 

 



 

  

Christmas Shoeboxes 

Would you like to fill a shoebox with gifts for a child in another country who otherwise would have nothing this 
Christmas? 

Pre-printed shoeboxes and instructions about what to include can be picked up from the back of Stillington 
Church.  You choose whether it is for a boy or a girl and how old, then fill the box with stationery items, toys, 
simple clothing (eg. hat and gloves) etc.  No food or toy weapons please.  Return filled boxes to the back of 
church by 1st November.  A donation of about £5 is requested to cover the cost of transport.  The boxes go to 
eastern Europe, including Ukraine, as well as South America and some African countries.  You can track where 
your box goes to.   Thank you for making a child very happy this Christmas. 

Any questions to Margaret Price 07528 768848.   

                                                                                    

 

Volunteer Drivers Needed 
EDCCA is looking for more 

volunteer drivers to help elderly, ill, 
disabled and vulnerable people get 

to hospital and medical 
appointments. 

Drivers use their own cars and can 
claim expenses. You can volunteer 

as much or as little as you like—
even a few trips a month makes a 

real difference. 
A DBS check and vehicle checks 

are required. Trip requests are sent 
weekly, so there are no constant 

emails. 
Interested? Please contact Sam 

Wilson (Volunteer Co-Ordinator) or 
Rachel Jones – 01347 822598 or our 

Office on 01347 822875. 
Thank you for helping our 

community! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas’ Church                           
Lay Minister: Margaret Price 01347 811262 pricehm870@gmail.com Churchwardens: Richard Mapletoft 
01347 811854 rmapletoft@outlook.com Alison Holt 01347 810407 alisongriceholt@btinternet.com  
Canon Emeritus: Robert Law 01347 810940 lrf43@kesonline.org 

Worship in Church in October.  All are most welcome for every service.  

- Sunday 4th 10.00am Morning Worship 
- Sunday 11th 10.00am Harvest Festival, one of the great days of the year, great fun, come along 
- Sunday 18th 10.00am Holy Communion   
- Sunday 25th 10.00am Morning Praise 

 Visiting the church: The church is open every day, from 9.00am (or earlier) until 4.00pm. 
Prayers for the village: These take place every Thursday at 9.00am. If you would like to join us or if you would 
like prayers said please contact Margaret Price (01347 811262; pricehm870@gmail.com or leave a note in the 
side chapel of St Nicholas. 
Holy Communion at home: Would you like to receive Holy Communion at home? If you are not able to come 
to Church on Sunday mornings, would you like a visit at home? Do make a phone call to arrange a convenient 
time. Margaret Price 01347 811262. 

 Flower Rota  
Sunday 4th Mrs H Ratcliffe; Wednesday 7th 10.00am ALL HELP to decorate the Church for Harvest Festival. 
As well as flowers, please bring fruit and vegetables to decorate windows and the font. Harvest Festival is 
Sunday 11th.  Sunday 18th Mrs G Churton; Sundays 25th and 1st November Mrs M Tomlinson 

 St Mary's, Marton in the Forest 

In October we plan to hold the following services: 
 - Sunday 4th 6.00pm Celtic Communion 
 - Sunday 18th 6.00pm Celtic Evening Worship 
As the clocks go back on Sunday 25th, we will be 
reverting to 3.00pm for our services from the 
beginning of November to Easter Sunday. This 
minimises driving in the dark, especially in wintry 
conditions!  

Quiz:Ю?ŸЮòŸƨЮÅĲůĲůĤĲƖдддл 

 On Sunday 11th we will be holding a Music Quiz in 
Marton Church from 3.00-5.00pm, mainly focusing 
on music from the 1960s and 1970s. This is a free 
event with donations for light refreshments. 
Everyone is very welcome - and you're invited to 
bring something from home that you keep even 
though you no longer use it... 

 

Villages Together Methodist Church 
Services 

- Sunday 4th 10.30am at Huby Methodist Church, 
we will celebrate Harvest together. 

- Sunday 11th 3.00pm at Alne Hall Service with Mrs 
Marion Moverley 

- Sunday 18th 10.30am at Huby Methodist Church. 
We will be joined by friends from Sheriff Hutton 
for this service with Robin Jackson. 

- Sunday 25th 3.00pm at Tholthorpe Methodist 
Church with Rev Alex Middleton Laing and will 
include Communion. 

Rev Alex is our Minister and can be contacted by 
phone 07414 945299 or e-mail 
alex.laing@methodist.org.uk 

 

St Leonard’s, Farlington 
Our Pop-up Tearoom over the August Bank Holiday weekend was very popular despite the weather and 
raised  a wonderful £1,025.   Our thanks go to all the people who worked so hard baking and serving and, of 
course, to those who did the eating and paying. 

Our services in October are as follows: 
- Sunday October 11th 10.30am Shortened Matins (BCP) 
- Sunday October 25th 10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
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