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Sunday 31st May at 4.00pm 

Stillington Church. 
Your favourite hymns – please 

contact 811854 by May 17th with 
your hymn choice. 

Pimm’s afterwards and soft drinks 
will be available. 

 

Stillington Post Office and Stores 
Bank Holiday Mondays’ opening times:  The Post Office will 
be closed and the shop will only be open from 6.30 - 10.30am 
on both bank holiday Mondays 4th and 25th May. 

 
CAMRA Pub of the Year 2026 

Congratulations to The White Bear, Stillington! It’s to be presented 
with the York and Scarborough CAMRA Country Pub of the Year 
on Friday 1st May 5.30pm onwards; charity donation food will 
be available. Come along to support and congratulate in person 
Phil and Sue, and all the staff for such a wonderful achievement! 

 

The AGM of the Stillington Charity for Relief in Need will take place in the Bowling Pavilion at the 
Sports Club on Wednesday 13th May 7.00pm. All are welcome to this meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Plant Sale 2026 Monday 4th May   
10.00 to 11.30am 

Bring and Buy Plant Sale, Coffee and 
Scones 

It will take place in the Village Hall. 
Everyone is invited to the Bring and Buy Plant 

Sale to help stock up your gardens. 
Also enjoy refreshments and delicious home-

made scones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

200 Club Results: 1st Mr and Mrs 
Sutherland; 2nd Mrs J Clark; 3rd Mr M Watson 
Church Register: The funeral of Mr G 
Richardson was held at St Nicholas Church, 
Stillington on the 17th March. 

Please note: The submission deadline for the June edition of the Stillington News is early next month. 
Please ensure all entries are submitted no later than SUNDAY 17th MAY. Thank you. 



 

 

  

Notes from the Editors: We strive to publish as much village news as possible, however with space 
and budget constraints it is becoming challenging. With that in mind, please could contributors work within 
a 350-word restraint? This means more people can have an input into the newsletter.                           
Many thanks, Lorraine and Wanda. 
Please email contributions for the June 2026 issue to news@stillingtonvillage.org by Sunday 17th 
of May. Submissions received after this date may not be included! If you would like to donate to the 
Stillington News you can do so either by BACS: Stillington News; Account no: 41651089; sort code 09 01 
54 or sending cheques to 1, Chantry Gardens, Stillington, YO61 1NF. We operate on a budgetary 
constraint so any new donations would be gratefully received. 

What’s On at Stillington Sports and Social Club 
Sunday 3rd May - Dog Show and Craft Stalls, starts 1.00pm.  Raffle, refreshments, fun for all the family. 
Friday 15th May - QUIZ NIGHT with Higher/Lower Cards to follow, if there is no winner in April prize money 
will roll over.  7.30pm start. 
Saturday 30th May - Open Mic Night 7.30pm start. 
Saturday 22nd August - Ladies’ Day at the Club. Afternoon watching the Ebor Festival Racing, Afternoon 
Tea, fizz and lots of laughs. 
Sunday 30th August - Family Fun Day, Bouncy Castle, Games, BBQ, live music. 
Saturday 26th September - 80/90s Music Night: Let's go back in time! 

Please support your local Sports Club. 

 
Pool and Darts at the Sports and Social Club 

Pool: A record number of 16 talented young players entered the U18s Kevin Morley Memorial Pool 
tournament this year. Josh Velding beat Alfie Ashton 5 frames to 1 in the final successfully retaining the 
title he won in 2025. Josh beat Ryan Hodge in the semi-final and Alfie beat Charlie re Brasse in the other 
semi-final. The tournament, organised by Andrew Darlow, was sponsored by Kevin’s family, Mr and Mrs 
Douthwaite from Easingwold and Yvonne Didlick presented the trophy. 
With three pool tables, the Sports and Social Club now supports four Pool teams in the local league. All 
new players are welcome, and free coaching is available for beginners. 
 
Darts: The first Darts tournament was held 26th March and WOW what a night it was! Numerous players 
turned up and the skill and talent on display was outstanding: with 9 year-old George Allen winning the 
final. George not only won the prize for the highest checkout of 110 twice; he then romped through the 
final beating Ian Woodhouse in a way we may never see again. Congratulations to George and thanks to 
all who took part and supported the event. 
 
Volunteer Bar Staff Wanted: Stillington Sports and Social Club is proudly run by volunteers and we 
are looking for friendly and reliable people to join our bar team! Whether you have experience or just 
fancy getting involved in your local community, we’d love to hear from you, full training will be given.  
Flexible hours to suit you, a welcoming and social environment and the chance to meet new people and 
be part of a great team. 
What we’re looking for: 
·        A positive attitude and good customer service skills 
·        Reliability and willingness to help out 
·        Over 18s only 
If you’re interested or would like more information, please contact Carina on 07397 804854. Come and be 
part of something local and make a difference! 
Thank you to the Playground Weeding Team for clearing the vegetation in preparation for some more 
woodchip with spreading assistance of Stillington Beavers. 

 



 

  

 

Stillington Wanderers: Caukley’s Bank Ridge was walked 23rd March, down to the river Rye at 
East Ness and back via Nunnington. It was noted Yorkshire Water have applied to construct two new bore 
holes and pumps at the Salton Road site at East Ness. 

Good turnout for 6th April, Easter Monday: starting from Easthorpe to High Gatterley and Bog Hall; foraging 
pigs enjoying the wooded valley; Castle Howard’s Mausoleum and the Temple of the Four Winds often in 
view. 

Plenty of early flowering bluebells in hedgerows and woodland for 20th April walk: Cherry Hill, Brandsby to 
Oulston Reservoir/Pond Head and back via outskirts of Yearsley and Peel Wood. A buzzard was spotted 
on a post and Peel Farm cattle were newly turned out on their lush pasture. 

Next walks: 4th and 18th May. Meet outside the White Bear at 9.30am. Walkers donate £1 per walk to 
cover any expenses, and excess goes to a charity: £100 was transferred to Comic Relief mid-March. 

 

Beating the Bounds: Walking the 
Parish Boundary 

Come together to uphold and enjoy this ancient 
British custom by walking Stillington’s parish 
boundary on Sunday 10th May. Meet at 
10.30am on the grass opposite the Post Office. 
The full route is 10 miles, but you can start and 
finish along the way if you prefer a shorter walk.  
Please bring your own refreshments. 
Traditionally, parish boundaries were walked to 
reinforce local knowledge and pass on to future 
generations. Any landmarks such as trees, 
walls or stones were beaten with willow or birch 
sticks. Sometimes, even people were bumped 
against these landmarks to aid memory! 
The routemap follows Walk 5 on Stillington 
village website – www.stillingtonvillage.org 

All welcome 

 
 

 Stillington and District Community Archive 

Stillington Hall 1914-1934, and Upstairs Life by 
Tony Vernon 

Drawing on family photos, newspaper records and a 
visitor book Tony Vernon will review the lives of Mr and 
Mrs Matthew Liddell of Stillington Hall.  
Tony's grandmother Rose married Matthew Liddell in 
1914 and moved to Stillington with her son Billy aged 
five (Tony's father) and her daughter Dorothy.  
Tony's talk will draw on Rose and Billy's photo albums 
which are being donated to Stillington and 
District Community Archive. 
Please join us on Wednesday 20th May at 7.30pm 
in the Village Hall for this fascinating talk. All 
welcome: Visitors £3, Annual Membership £5 

Refreshments will be served. 

 



 

  

Saltburn Smugglers 
A packed Village Hall had a foot-tapping, hand-clapping evening of entertainment with sea shanty group 
The Saltburn Smugglers, on Saturday 18th April. The event raised over £400 for the Village Hall funds. 
Thanks to Rural Arts who offered us this chance at a subsidised rate, enabling class acts to visit rural 
venues. 

 

 

 

W.I. Report 
In April we welcomed Louise Prashad who told us something of her heart-rending journey to becoming a 
gold medal winner at the Transplant Games. Aged 21 and 36 weeks pregnant with twins, her liver ceased 
to function. The only option was a liver transplant and a suitable organ needed to be found within a very 
small time-frame. A liver was found (in Devon) and successfully transplanted but tragically, the babies 
died.  
Then Louise started her long road back to health. Ten years on she is married, graduated with a law 
degree and has two children, but never forgets her donor who saved nine people by her generous organ 
donations.  
Louise now promotes organ donation, suggests that if we want to donate our organs, we should have a 
meaningful conversation with our family to ensure our wishes are carried out. She has raised over 
£300,000 for charities including NHS organ donation, Tommy's and the British Liver Trust. She is an 
ambassador for organ donation, has met politicians and addressed groups of over a thousand in an effort 
to raise awareness of organ donation.  
Our next WI meeting is for members only, but we will be back in June...watch this space!! 
The Book Sale: The book sale in the Village Hall was the best so far. Just over £250 was raised 
which will be shared between the WI and Village Hall. Grateful thanks to everyone who gave their time, 
donated books and plants, or baked and of course everyone who bought anything. See you in October 
for the next one! 

 

Christian Aid Week runs from 10th – 16th May 2026. 
This year's focus is on funding tools and training so that families can learn how to farm food, wherever they 
live. 
Envelopes will be delivered to homes around the village. If you would like to make a donation, please 
hand your envelope in at the Village Stores. If you pay tax and are willing to complete the Gift Aid 
declaration, this will increase your donation by 25%. Thank you. 

 
Villages Together Methodist Church Cream Teas.                                                 

Monday 25th May 2.00-4.00pm at Huby Chapel, Tea, Coffee, Cakes and Stalls. 
All proceeds to Christian Aid 

 



 

  

Stillington Village Hall 

Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 27th May 2026 at 7pm 

Charity Quiz at the White Bear 

Sunday 31st May 7.30pm – in aid of 
Ryedale Dog Rescue. 

Villages Together Methodist Church Services - On Sunday 24th May there will be a special 
service of Holy Communion to be held within the walls of Byland Abbey near Coxwold. It is Wesley Day 
and Pentecost. The Sunset Communion will be held at 7pm. 
You will need to bring your own chairs. Please share transport as the car park is small. 

You are all welcome to join us on this special occasion. 
 

Countryside Notes 

Tuesday 21st April: Spring has sprung at last with glorious warm sunshine and blue skies. However, this is 
superb and how the Dandelions along the roadside have come into a full deep yellow. Unfortunately, by 
the time you read this the clocks will have appeared and the breeze will be taking the light seed to find a 
home, maybe in your lawn. The first yellow Canary Bird Roses are out, the Bluebells are all there, so blue 
and tenacious where they have grown for many years, often still appearing annually on sites of old forestry, 
long since reclaimed into fields. I have neglected our garden shamedly, the excuse being too busy. Today, 
we took some small branches of a Copper Beech tree; how lovely the new foliage and copper/purple 
flowers are with yellow pollen. 

I talked about Pigeons last month; last Sunday there were three Pigeons on the bird table, a creamy 
coloured Collar Dove, a handsome Stock Dove in blue livery with startlingly green patches on its neck 
when the sun sheds its light and a colourful Wood Pigeon. How often can you meet these three together? 
Earlier in the day, I picked up a Goosander on the roadside. This fish-eating duck smelled strongly of fish. 
Why had it been hit by a vehicle when so rarely seen away from water? The Swallows have returned to 
the garage where we will enjoy their company. 6000 miles to see us again, well done. The back field has 
seen the return of the Oyster Catchers in their black and white livery and orange beaks and legs. 

I am busy lambing at the moment, a wonderful job when all is going well but not so good when not. So far 
so good, with lambs just a few days old running, jumping and skipping around with boundless energy but 
still responding whenever watchful mum calls. It is always amazing to see the bonding process taking 
place: mum wickers away as she licks her lambs and the lambs reply in response. In a very short time, 
she knows them by sight, sound and smell. 

Nature is amazing and so do a bit of watching through these rapidly changing days. 

R & M 

 

 
  

  



 

 

St Nicholas’ Church 
Priest: Steve Whiting 01347 810251 revstevewhiting@gmail.com  Lay Minister: Margaret Price 01347 
811262 pricehm870@gmail.com  Churchwarden: Richard Mapletoft 01347 
811854 rmapletoft@outlook.com Canon Emeritus: Robert Law 01347 810940 Irf43@kesonline.org  
Worship in Church in May:  All are most welcome for every service.  
Sunday 3rd 10.00am Morning Worship 
Sunday 10th No service at Stillington; services at:  Sheriff Hutton (10.00am Holy Communion), Farlington 
(10.30am Shortened Matins) 
Thursday 14th 2.00pm Ascension Day Holy Communion  
Sunday 17th 10.00am Holy Communion  
Sunday 24th 10.00am Pentecost Morning Praise: a wonderful celebration of the birth of the Christian 
Church 
Sunday 31st 4.00pm Hymns and Pimms: Sing along to your favourite hymns and enjoy refreshments 
afterwards. 
Visiting the church: The church is open every day, from 9.00am (or earlier) until 4.00pm. 
Prayers for the village take place every Thursday at 9.00am. If you would like to join us or if you would 
like prayers said please contact Margaret Price (01347 811262; pricehm870@gmail.com or leave a note in 
the side chapel of St Nicholas. 
Holy Communion at home: Would you like to receive Holy Communion at home? If you cannot come to 
Church on Sunday mornings, would you like a visit at home? Do make a phone call to arrange a 
convenient time. Margaret Price 01347 811262. 
Flowers for the Altars in St Nicholas Church for Sundays 3rd and 10th May Mrs M Price; Sundays 17th 
and 24th May Mrs J Martin; Sunday 31st Mrs P Drew 

 Villages Together Methodist Church 
Services 

Sunday 3rd May 10.30am Huby service led 
by Mrs Marion Moverly 
Sunday 10th 3.00pm Alne Hall service led by 
Rev Alex Middleton-Laing 
Sunday 17th 10.30am Huby Cafe Service 
led by Rev Alex M-L 
Sunday 24th May 3.00pm Tholthorpe 
service led by Mrs Jean Harrison 
Sunday 31st Ecumenical Service TBA 

Everyone is welcome to join us at any of 
these services. 

  

 

St Mary's Church, Marton in the Forest - We had 
a very beautiful Easter sunrise this year, with clear skies, 
a fabulous dawn chorus, and a barn owl and wild geese 
flying over. 
We have two services planned for May: 
Sunday 3rd at 6.00pm - Celtic Communion 
Sunday 17th at 6.00pm - Celtic Evening Worship 
The church and churchyard are open daily and visitors 
are always welcome. Do check out our website for more 
information about this lovely, peaceful 
church: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18888/ 
or follow us on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/martonchurch for 
news and events. 
 

St Leonard’s, Farlington - The clocks have changed, it is now summertime and we are hoping for good 
weather when we welcome everyone to our celebration of Rogationtide on Sunday 10th which traditionally, 
we hold outdoors.  Rogation is one of the farming-related events in the church calendar which is an occasion 
of thanks and blessing for the work of farmers, their livestock and their crops – very appropriate in rural 
Farlington.  Traditionally, Rogationtide is followed by three days of fasting; but don’t worry - ours will be 
followed by delicious sandwiches, cakes and scones!   Please come along and join us, we would love to 
see you.   Weather permitting, the service will be held outdoors in the churchyard – please wear suitable 
footwear.  In summary the services at St Leonard’s in May are: 

• Sunday 10th      3.00pm          Rogation Service at the church 
• Thursday 14th    2.00pm           Holy Communion for Ascension Day at Stillington Church 
• Sunday 25th       10.30am         Holy Communion (BCP) 

St Leonard’s follows the tradition of the Book of Common Prayer (BCP).   You are assured of a warm 
welcome at any of our services and events. The Church is open daily for private prayer; the Churchyard is 
always open. 

 


