
 

  

With many of our village gardens currently ablaze with the vibrant colours of lupins, it seems a good time to share 
a little history for those who may not be aware of Stillington’s remarkable connection to their development.  

GGeeoorrggee  RRuusssseellll  ((11885577––11995511))::  CCrreeaattoorr  ooff  tthhee  RRuusssseellll  LLuuppiinnss 
Born in a cottage beside the church in Stillington in 1857, George Russell transformed the humble lupin into 
one of Britain’s most celebrated garden flowers. Starting work as a gardener’s boy at just ten, he later developed 
a passion for plant breeding that would make his name famous worldwide. 
In 1911, aged 54, Russell set out to improve the common lupin, then largely limited to blue, white and pale pink. 
Through decades of careful selection and natural pollination by bees, he produced plants with stronger stems, 
densely packed flower spikes and a remarkable range of vivid colours, including striking bi-coloured varieties. 
His spectacular “Russell Lupins” attracted visitors to his York allotments and, after a partnership with Baker’s 
Nursery, caused a sensation at the Chelsea Flower Show in 1937. International acclaim followed, along with 
honours including the Veitch Memorial Medal and an MBE. 
When Russell died in 1951 aged 94, he left a lasting horticultural legacy. As one obituary noted, he had 
“banished forever the old-fashioned blue lupin”, replacing it with the dazzling colours that continue to brighten 
gardens around the world. 

  

 

    

FFoorrmmeerr  PPuuppiill  CCeelleebbrraatteess  9900tthh  BBiirrtthhddaayy  wwiitthh  SScchhooooll  DDoonnaattiioonn  -- 
Pupils and staff at Stillington School were delighted to welcome John Denton and 
members of the Denton family to the school as part of celebrations for John's 90th 
birthday. 
The Denton family has a long and valued connection with the school, and in a 
generous gesture, John requested donations to Stillington School in lieu of 
birthday gifts. As a result, more than £500 was raised to support the school. 
During a special assembly, pupils presented John with a birthday card and sang 
Happy Birthday. The family also shared stories about their links to the school, 
giving pupils a fascinating insight into its history and the Denton family's 
longstanding relationship with the local community. 
Following the assembly, John and his family enjoyed tea, cake and refreshments 
with staff and pupils as part of the celebrations. 
The money raised will be used to purchase new books for the school library, 
helping to inspire a love of reading and benefiting generations of children to come. 
The school would like to thank John, Celia and the entire Denton family for their 
generosity and continued support of Stillington School. 
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Stillington Post Office and Stores 
(Stillington Community Association Ltd) 

Applications invited for grants 

SCA Ltd is once again intending to make grants to 
village organisations and businesses. Benefit to 
the community will be the first criterion in 
assessing applications, although other factors will 
be taken into account. 
Grants will be awarded for a specific project rather 
than on-going running costs. 
To obtain an application form, please email 
j_a_dalton@hotmail.co.uk. Alternatively, collect 
a form from the Post Office & Store which will be 
available from 1st June 2026. 
Completed forms must be received by 

5.30pm on Friday 2nd July 2026 
 

 

Notes from the Editors - The Stillington News is made possible through the generous support of local 
organisations and individual donations from members of the community. The publication is produced entirely 
by a small team of volunteers, with local printing costs representing our principal monthly expenditure. Each 
month, 425 copies are printed and distributed throughout the village, with a small number also available in the 
Village Shop. It is with the support of donations we are usually able to meet our annual expenditure. 
Submissions need to be within a 350-word limit, as it allows more people to have an input into the newsletter. 
Many thanks, Lorraine and Wanda. 
Please email contributions for the August issue to news@stillingtonvillage.org by Monday 20th July. 
Submissions received after this date may not be included. If you would like to donate to the Stillington News, 
you can do so either by BACS (Stillington News Account no: 41651089; sort code: 09 01 54) or by sending 
cheques to 1, Chantry Gardens, Stillington, YO61 1NF. We operate within a tight budget, so new donations 
would be very gratefully received. 

NB – DEADLINE DATE – 6th JULY 2026 

Stillington Surgery Patient 
Participation Group (PPG) 

Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 
31st July at 6.00pm in Stillington Village Hall 

All Stillington Surgery registered patients are 
warmly invited to attend to learn more about the 

work of the PPG in supporting the Practice, and to 
hear from the GP Partners about the recent CQC 

inspection, planned changes at the Stillington site 
and to raise any questions or provide feedback. 

There are also vacancies on the PPG for any 
patient interested in getting involved. The time 

commitment isn’t huge, but it is very rewarding. 
Contact Jane Coope on 

janecoope13@gmail.com to find out more! 

 



 

 

   
 

SSttiilllliinnggttoonn  PPoosstt  OOffffiiccee  &&  SSttoorreess (Stillington Community Association Ltd) 
We are inviting applications for new board members to our Management Board. We meet 
on a monthly basis and there will be communication between other board members on a 
regular basis. You will be given a specific role within the organisation and be responsible to 
the Chairperson. This is on a volunteer basis and you will receive training in the role. 
If you are interested in becoming a board member of your local Community Association 
please contact Kathy Berry, our chairperson, by email: kathyeberry@gmail.com or in 
writing to the Stillington Post Office and Stores. 

 

PPaarriisshh  CCoouunncciill  SSuummmmeerr  UUppddaattee  
Stillington Parish Council is responsible for the seasonal grass cutting in the village via a professional 
contractor. North Yorkshire Council is responsible for the maintenance of the roads and pavements including 
the recent annual task of weed treatment along pavements, cobbles etc. If you have any questions or 
comments about these services, please email clerk@stillingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Prescriptions at Stillington Surgery 
By choosing to have your medication dispensed at our Practice, 
you are helping to support and sustain local rural GP services for 
our community. 

Thank you for supporting your local Surgery throughout our 
recent building work and for helping us to continue to provide 
care close to home. 

We apologise for any disruption caused during our recent works. 
Drs Metcalfe and Keen 

 

Christian Aid Week 
Many thanks to Peter Coomer who 
helped to deliver envelopes, everyone 
who donated and shop staff who 
accepted returned envelopes. A total 
of £350 was banked, which will be 
increased by Gift Aid from those who 
were able to complete the declaration. 
Thanks again from Christian Aid and 
me for your support, Yvonne Murphy. 

 

Himalayan Balsam 

Any help with pulling the Himalayan Balsam in the 
woodland and drain south of the Sports and Social 
Club area will make a small inroad to keeping it at 
bay. The plants will wither away if just pulled up 
and left in a pile. 

Duke of Edinburgh Volunteering in the Village: 
Volunteer tasks can be found either outdoors or 
indoors for anyone working through their Duke of 
Edinburgh awards. Many hours have been spent on 
tidying and clearing vegetation along our footpaths, in 
the old church yard and around the two bus shelters. 
Please leave a message in the shop. 

Stillington Wanderers: 18th May walk started in Terrington, along New Road north to Howthorpe Farm 
joining the Ebor and Centenary Way, returning south via sports ground for Terrington Hall School. A North 
Riding Yorkshire Flag was spotted in a Terrington garden: the white rose with a yellow edged blue cross. Set 
against green background, the three colours signify North Riding’s natural features: green for North Yorkshire 
Moors, blue and yellow reflecting the North Sea coastline and North Yorkshire’s rivers. A Nunnington start for 
1st June, saw south to Caulkley’s Bank and Stonegrave with its wild thyme slopes and wildflower field meadow 
enroute to river Rye. A circular walk on 15th June from Thorpe Underwood estate to Green Hammerton, with 
swathes of wildflowers on its open green area and architectural features on the older properties; warmer 
temperatures, some overgrown field margins and an oil seed rape field to cross made it seem a long 5.1 miles. 

Next walks: Monday 29th June, 13th and 27th July. Meet outside the White Bear at 9.30am. 

 
200 Club Results - 1st Mrs P Clark; RU Mrs E Rowe; 3rd Mrs H Ratcliffe 

Church Register - 17th May 2026, Annabelle Kate Quinn was baptised in St Nicholas’ Church, Stillington.  

 



 

  

Stillington Gardening Club 
47th Annual Show, Sunday 9th August 
This will be the third Show organised by Sarah Raper. She has made a few changes from last year so please 
read the schedule carefully. There will be 16 sections with 86 separate classes so plenty to go for! 
It would help Sarah enormously if you could follow a few points: 
- Please read the schedule carefully. 
- Bring your entries between 9.30 and 11.00am. 
- Complete your entry forms before you come. 
- Please bring small change for your entry fees - 25p per entry. 
- 2.00pm. Show opens to public 
- 2.30pm. Presentation of trophies 
Schedules with entry forms are now available from the Village Shop. 
Good luck in the preparations for your entries for this year’s show. 
Membership Subscriptions - 2026 membership fees are now due. The Membership Secretary, Gelda 
Churton, has the membership cards with the details of all the Club’s events. Remember the card still gives 
you a 10% discount at Castle Howard Garden Centre. This year we have negotiated two new discounts. These 
are at Vertigrow Garden Centre and Mill Green Garden and Plant Nursery (located between Crayke and 
Brandsby). Please contact the Membership Secretary on 07779 629616 to make arrangements to pick up your 
cards. Remember, you need to produce your 2026 membership card to enter the Annual Show.  
TOP GARDENING TIPS FOR JULY – 1. Keep terracotta pots damp to keep the roots cool. 2. Cut back 
geraniums to encourage new growth. 3.It’s time to pick your courgettes. 4. Enjoy harvesting your summer 
fruiting raspberries. 5.Dead head your roses to keep them tidy and encourage new blooms. 
 

 

Countryside Notes - Friday, 10th June. The afternoon is sunny and mild with a steady breeze and odd 
shower. I write after a day in Manchester where it rained all day. What a culture shock I had in that concrete 
jungle of high-rise buildings reaching to the skies, with towering skyscrapers where people live! “What a World” 
compared with the place we live. The driver on the return came in for a mug of tea, where he was amazed to 
see a half-grown leveret on the lawn. His comment was “it’s big”. He had no conception of the full size of a 
grown hare. Thank the Lord for green fields, butterflies, birds and a host of flowers, both garden and wild. How 
we should be glad and caring about our rural surrounds that we take for granted and even grumble about the 
weather! Back to that half-grown leveret on the lawn. It is part of a family that are being reared at the back of 
the farm, they are very watchful, ears ever listening, the blacktips moving to be aware of danger. However, 
nightly, they come and we welcome them and one night a yearling Red Deer sauntered across. This morning 
there was a lot of noise as a Parliament of Rooks was having a dispute behind the buildings with anger and 
foreboding, not too different to the politicians of our day! A more pleasant sound earlier in the month as Oyster 
Catchers were serenading on the house roof on a Saturday afternoon. Mallard Ducks and a Heron have been 
visiting the pond frequently, so froggies beware of that yellow spear-like beak.  
The hedgerows are again a joy to behold, with broad umbels of cream flowers and the Wild Roses, which soon 
are gone, giving their best, all following the May Blossom and Blackthorn white flowers, and here and there a 
flowering Honeysuckle with its evening scent to attract nectar seeking moths for supper. Just a few reminders 
of this “Wonderful World” we are so fortunate to live in, along with a lot of kind, generous people. R & M 
 

                                                                
  



  

St Nicholas’ Church - Priest: Steve Whiting 01347 810251 revstevewhiting@gmail.com  Lay Minister:  
 Margaret Price 01347 811262 pricehm870@gmail.com  Churchwardens : Richard Mapletoft 01347   
811854 rmapletoft@outlook.com Alison Grice-Holt 07703 172000 alisongriceholt@btinternet.com 

 Canon Emeritus: Robert Law 01347 810940 lrf43@kesonline.org  
 Worship in Church in July: We would love to see you at any service.  

Sunday 5th 10.00am Morning Worship 
Sunday 12th 4.00pm Summer Evensong 
Sunday 19th 10.00am Holy Communion, this is the last service that our present vicar, Steve Whiting, will take 
in Stillington.  Do come along and wish him and Sue a fond farewell. 
Sunday 26th 10.30am Churches Together at Farlington.  This is the last service of all for Steve in the Forest of 
Galtres’ Benefice of five churches.  Farlington always provides scrumptious refreshments. 
Visiting the church: The church is open every day, from 9.00am (or earlier) until 4.00pm. 
Prayers for the village: These take place every Thursday at 9.00am. If you would like to join us or like prayers 
said please contact Margaret Price (contact as above) or leave a note in the side chapel of St Nicholas. 
Holy Communion at home: Would you like to receive Holy Communion at home? If you cannot come to 
church, would you like a visit at home? Do make a phone call to arrange a convenient time. Margaret Price 
01347 811262. 
Flower Rota for July: 5th Mrs M Price; 12th & 19th Mrs C Cookman; 26th Mrs P Drew 

 Villages Together Methodist Church 
SSeerrvviicceess  ffoorr  JJuullyy  
Sunday 5th 10.30am Joint Own Arrangement Service at 
Easingwold Methodist Church 
Sunday 12th Circuit Celebration at Haxby Methodist 
Church Service at 10.00am Bring and Share Lunch and 
various activities until 3.00pm 
Sunday 19th 10.30am at Huby Methodist Church, Rev 
Alex Middleton Laing will lead our worship. 
Sunday 19th Acomb Methodist Church at 3.00pm 
Farewell Service for Rev Leslie Newton Chair of District 
and previously Superintendent Minister of this Circuit 
Sunday 26th 3.00pm at Tholthorpe Methodist Church. 
Our service will be led by our Minister Rev Alex 
Middleton Laing. 

 

St Mary's Church, Marton in the Forest  
In July we are planning two services at St Mary's: 
Celtic Communion on Sunday 5th July at 6.00pm 
and Celtic Evening Worship on Sunday 19th July, 
also at 6.00pm. Midday Prayers continue 
every Tuesday 11.00am – 12 noon and we look 
forward to sitting outside for these whenever 
possible. 
 Our seasonal labyrinth is a little more difficult to 
decipher now that the grasses are growing so well, 
but having topped up the sawdust in June for our 
Quiet Day, we hope it will still be walkable for a 
little longer.  
The church and churchyard are open every day 
and visitors are always welcome! 

St Leonard’s, Farlington 
This month we say goodbye to our Vicar, Steve Whiting, who is retiring on 31st. We thank him for the 
considerable support he has given to St Leonard’s and wish him and his wife, Sue, a long and happy 
retirement. Steve’s last service at Farlington and in the Benefice will be at St Leonard’s on 26th at 10.30am. 
Services in July 
Sunday 12th 10.30am Shortened Matins (BCP) 
Sunday 26th 10.30am a special celebration of Holy Communion (BCP) followed by refreshments 

There is always a warm welcome at St Leonard’s; we hope you will be able to join us for one or both of these 
services. The Church is open daily for private prayer or a time of quiet reflection; the peaceful Churchyard is 
open at all times.  Looking ahead please make a note in your diary for 9th August at 10.30am when we have the 
next in our cycle of farming-related services: Lammastide. 
29th, 30th and 31st August our popular Pop-up Café returns over the August Bank Holiday weekend to raise 
funds for the church. 

 



 

 

 

Pop In will be here throughout July in the 
Village Hall every Tuesday at 10.30am (but will be 
having a holiday for August). 
        
  Do pop in for a cuppa! 

 

 

   Harry Potter Children's Quiz                      
Calling all young witches, wizards and Muggles! The 
Crafty Ninjas are planning a magical Harry Potter 
themed quiz with questions and clues hidden 
around the village. It will magically appear at the 
end of July after the schools break up. 
Whether you know your Hippogriffs from your 
Horcruxes or just love the world of Hogwarts, 
everyone is welcome. 
Collect your Marauder's Map from the 
Village Shop from Wednesday 22nd July - 
wands optional! 

 

 

 

          Holiday Club at Stillington Sports and Social Club 
During the half-term holiday, a group of volunteers supported by Lorraine, the Methodist 
Children Youth and Families worker for the area, hosted a group of primary school aged 
children from the local area for a day of games and activities based around the theme of 
God’s Wonderful World. Great fun was had by all (although it did take time for some of the 
helpers to recover afterwards!). The weather was perfect and the children enjoyed using 
the extensive grounds and facilities at the club. We are hoping to host another activity day 
in the October half term. Watch out around the villages and on social media for details 
nearer the time. 
Many thanks to the congregations of St Nicholas’ Church and Villages Together Methodist 
Church for supporting this event with funding, volunteers and home baking…. Thanks also 
to the Sports Club for their help. 

 

 

Stillington Post Office & Stores 
We are looking for children (at least 13 yrs old) 

who might be interested in covering the 
occasional paper round and/or would like to 
join the ‘waiting list’ for when a paper round 

becomes available. (Approx. hours Mon to Fri 7-
7.30am and Sat 7.45-8.30am). 
Current pay £25 per week.  

Please contact Nicola on 07787177827 or 
email nicharland@gmail.com. 

 


