
 

  

Stillington News 
January 2026, Issue 372                  Email: news@stillingtonvillage.org 
snenewsnews@stillingtonvillage.org 

  

 

Another Great Stillington Bonfire! 
This year’s event was a great success - a really good 
turn-out, big and lively procession, stupendously 
large fire blazing brightly, great food provided by our 
friendly caterers, and a wonderful display of fireworks 
by our prize-winning team from the Fireworkers Ltd. 
Proceeds from the event are distributed to village 
causes: the Sports Club, Playing Fields 
Association and Stillington News. Thanks very 
much to all those who helped in many different ways, 
and to all who attended to enjoy the event.  

There’s always a warm welcome for new 
volunteers - if you’d like to join in for next year, 
please get in touch with Andy Hart on 810598. 

 

 

 

Stillington Village Hall EGM 

To confirm the constitution Thursday 8th 
January 2026 at 6.30pm 

Stillington Gardening Club 
Christmas Party 2025: What a great party, 54 members attended, far more than last year, this shows the 
format seems to be popular. Many thanks to all those who helped in preparing and serving of the food. It was 
obviously much appreciated by everyone especially those who came up for seconds! May I also thank the 
Committee and those members who helped set and decorate the tables, run the raffle, quiz and bar. Also, to 
those who kindly cleared everything up and oh yes did the washing up. Thank you all. A special thank you to 
Peter Sutherland who entertained us so well and dressed so well for the part. Happy New Year! I hope you all 
have had a lovely Christmas, and can I wish both Members and Committee a very Happy New Year and a good 
growing season in your gardens. January Speaker: On Wednesday 28th January our guest speaker is Val 
Bradley. Val will be talking about Colourful Seasonal House Plants. This will be a good evening. Please bring a 
friend whether they be a member or not as they may join in the future. Gardening Tips: 1. Prune open-grown 
apples and pears (but not those trained against walls); 2. Harvest leeks, parsnips, winter cabbage, sprouts 
and remaining root crops; 3. Take hardwood cuttings. 



 

  

Notes from the Editors 
Happy New Year to all our readers! Here’s to new ideas, fresh beginnings and a fulfilling year ahead. 

Please email contributions for the February 2026 issue to news@stillingtonvillage.org by Friday 16th 
January 2026. 
If you would like to donate to the Stillington News you can do so either by BACS: Stillington News; Account no: 
41651089; sort code 09 01 54 or sending cheques to 1, Chantry Gardens, Stillington, YO61 1NF. We operate on 
a budgetary constraint so any new donations would be gratefully received. 
Many thanks for the generous donations already received. 

Listings: 
 

- Quiz at Sports and Social Club: the October quiz raised £203 for the Sports and Social Club to 
help decorate the social hall. It was a tie-break for two teams: Christine and Alan Shires, Val and Dick 
Tregea with Jane and David Coope, Amanda and Mark Flint; the former team just making it.  

               2nd January Quiz will be for the Bowling Club. All Welcome. 

- Stillington Wanderers: Amazingly no rain for Hovingham / Scawton walk on 1st December passing 
what were Hovingham Station and Hovingham Spa buildings and a splendid renovated lime kiln. Next 
walks: Mondays 12th and 26th January. Meet outside the White Bear at 9.30am. 
 

- Folk Fest: Stillington Village Hall, Saturday 7th February 2026 - 2 folk bands, 2 course hot meal, bar 
available £15pp. Tickets available from the village shop from January. 
 

- Stillington and District Community Archive ‘Keeping the Feast’ - a presentation by local 
historian Marion Moverley. How did our ancestors keep track of the days before diaries? They marked 
time by feast days!  
Join us to find out more on Wednesday 21st January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Visitors £3 
Membership £5. 
Living History Project: Our previous projects have delved into the past. Our next one will be a 
recording of life in Stillington, Marton and Moxby over the course of 2026. The areas we wish to cover 
are 1. People and their homes; 2. Work, businesses, farming and education; 3. Recreation, clubs, 
societies and organisations; 4. Changes, new housing, nature and the environment. More about this 
initiative can be found at https://www.stillingtoncommunityarchive.org/living-history-project 
 
If you would like to join the Archive in helping record this important information, please get in 
touch by email: stillingtonarchive@gmx.co.uk 
 
 

Village defibrillators 

The village has three defibrillators. All three are available 24/7, no codes are needed.   
The defibrillators are kept:   

1. The church porch.   

2. The Sports and Social Club, near the Squash Court entrance.    

3. The front wall of the Village Hall.   

Remember: Call an Ambulance, start CPR, get the defibrillator - it will tell you what to do. 
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Countryside Notes 

 

Tuesday, 9th December. Tonight, we have been warned of Storm Bram that is surging across the country with 
severe gales. Hopefully, the weather forecasters have been a little too pessimistic in their projections. None 
of us are great lovers of gale-force winds creating havoc and damage to property. However, the wind is a great 
groomer of our forests: taking out dead wood and weak branches, helping our trees get more light and air, so 
as to give healthier new growth. Nature needs to move on, with so much life dependent on the dead and dying 
debris to be converted into fresh habitat. We, as the curators of the forests need to be aware of not looking 
after our forests; by pruning and thinning out weaker growth on the forest floor, we have created work in as 
much as we plant too thickly to get trees to grow so tall that they lose their lateral strength and so the gales 
will blow them over in domino fashion. Now over to the birds. There are nine or so hen Pheasants who come 
night and morning to pick up corn put out for the Finches and Sparrows just in front of the french windows. 
They peer in through the glass at us and are unperturbed by these old people. There are at least two 
Woodpeckers coming to the feeders; one is this year’s hatchling with a red crowned head (males also have 
this crown). The other a female with a red mark on the back of its head. They always come singly to feed. The 
Tits are about the feeders in good numbers, including a family of Long-tailed Tits. About six weeks ago, we had 
a Great White Egret fly over the fields, low with a Crow in full pursuit. The Egrets are making the UK a new 
breeding territory, this one being a rarer sort that is the size of a Heron (35 inches). We hope you have had a 
good Christmas and have a good 2026, with your senses ready to absorb and enjoy the life around you. 

  

Words of encouragement for January 2026 
A new year often arrives carrying equal measures of hope and uncertainty. After the busyness of Christmas, 
January offers a rare pause, an invitation to take a breath, look around, and notice what truly matters. One of 
my favourite things about this time of year is the quiet courage it asks of us. The days are short, the weather 
not always kind, and yet signs of new life begin to stir. Snowdrops push through cold soil, birds offer tentative 
songs, and the light slowly stretches further into the afternoon. These gentle changes remind us that renewal 
rarely arrives with noise or spectacle; more often it begins in small, patient ways. Whether or not you attend 
church, I hope this January brings you moments of calm, reflection, and encouragement. For Christians, the 
new year echoes the promise that God walks with us into every season. But even if faith feels distant, each of 
us can still lift the spirits of others in simple and meaningful ways. In the years since the pandemic, many of 
our habits and rhythms have shifted. We discovered new ways to keep in touch, but also how easy it can be to 
drift apart. Now that life has gathered pace again, perhaps this is a good time to reclaim the gentle art of 
connection, pausing to listen, to notice, and to be present for one another. Let’s resolve to make our villages 
places where people feel seen and valued. Sometimes that’s as small as saying hello, checking on someone 
who’s been quiet, or sharing a smile on a cold morning. Small gestures can brighten not only someone else’s 
day, but our own as well. So as 2026 begins, may you find courage for the challenges ahead, gratitude for the 
gifts already present, and a renewed sense of possibility for the year to come. And if you ever want company, 
conversation, or prayer, the church door – and my own – is always open. With every blessing, Rev Steve. 

 Restoring the Bells of St Leonard’s: 
By autumn 2024 it was clear the church bells needed urgent restoration. We knew the work required, its likely 
cost, and only needed Diocese approval, contractor agreements, and about £22,000. Happily, all are now in 
place, and the funds are secured or pledged. Work begins on 6 January; with the hope the bells will ring again 
on Easter Day. Generous grants and personal donations have provided an impressive 25% of the total cost —
thank you. During the project, church access may be limited, but we will keep it open whenever possible. 



 

 

St Nicholas’ Church: Priest: Steve Whiting 01347 810251 revstevewhiting@gmail.com.  Lay 
Minister: Margaret Price 01347 811262 pricehm870@gmail.com 
Churchwarden: Richard Mapletoft 01347 811854 rmapletoft@outlook.com.  Canon Emeritus: Robert 
Law 01347 810940 lrf43@kesonline.org 

Worship in Church in January: Sunday 4th 10.00am - Covenant Service at Huby Methodist Chapel.  No 
service at St Nicholas. Sunday 11th 10.00am - Morning Worship. Sunday 18th 10.00am - Holy Communion. 
Sunday 25th 10.00am - Morning Worship. 
Visiting the church: The church is open every day, from 9.00am (or earlier) until 4.00pm. Prayers for the 
village: These take place every Thursday at 9.00am. If you would like to join us or if you would like prayers said 
please contact Margaret Price 01347 811262,  pricehm870@gmail.com or leave a note in the side chapel of St  
Nicholas. Holy Communion at home: Would you like to receive Holy Communion at home? If you cannot 
come to Church on Sunday mornings, would you like a visit at home? Do make a phone call to arrange a 
convenient time. Margaret Price 01347 811262. 

 200 Club - Thank you so much to everyone who has joined the Club for 2025-26. The Club does make a 
significant annual contribution to the church finances. We must apologise that the first draws have been 
somewhat delayed. To get back on track, we will publish two monthly draws in each of the January and 
February issues of The Stillington News, so we should be back to normal for March. October Draw Result: 1st 
Prize £50 Mrs D Hugill; 2nd Prize £10 Mrs M Sykes; 3rd Prize £5 Mrs Hardie-Forsyth. November Draw Result: 1st 
Prize £50 Mrs M Tomlinson; 2nd Prize £10 Mrs P Clark; 3rd Prize £5 Mrs A Parkhouse. 

Important Cleaning Notice: Many thanks to all who have cleaned the church and brasses over the 
years. We have now employed Bev and Ben Whitwell to take on this role for which we are very grateful. 

Flower Rota: 4th January - Mrs R Bresnan; 11th, 18th, 25th January and 1st February - Mrs G Churton  

 Villages Together Methodist Church 
Sunday 4th 10.30am - Ecumenical Covenant service to 
be held in the Methodist Church at Huby. We will 
welcome friends from Stillington and Sutton on the 
Forest and Huby. This special service will be conducted 
by our Minister Rev Alex Middleton-Laing. 
Sunday 11th 3.00pm at Alne Hall, led by Rev Ruth Duck 
Sunday 18th 10.30am at Huby Methodist Church, Rev 
Alex Middleton-Laing will lead our worship. 
Sunday 28th 3.00pm at Tholthorpe Methodist Church, 
with Communion, led by Rev Alex Middleton-Laing 
Everyone is very welcome to join us at any of these 
services. 

 

St Mary's Church, Marton in the Forest 

Happy New Year! 

 We have two services planned for January: 
Sunday 4th at 3.00pm - Celtic Communion for 
Epiphany 
Sunday 18th at 3.00pm - Celtic Worship 
 

The church and churchyard are open daily, and 
visitors are always welcome to this quiet and 
peaceful historic site. 

St Leonard’s, Farlington 

Welcome to 2026 – we wish you a very Happy New Year. Our first service in 2026 is Plough Sunday on 11th 
January. The history behind this service goes back to the days when the village plough was usually kept in 
church and bringing it out was a cause for celebration. Plough Sunday at St Leonard’s celebrates the start of 
the farming cycle and will be followed by a warming ploughman’s lunch in the church. There is no charge for 
the lunch, but donations will be welcomed. Why not come and join us – the service starts at 10.30am. 
Services in January: Sunday 11th 10.30am Plough Sunday service followed by a Ploughman’s Lunch; Sunday 
25th 10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Bingo! At the end of 2025 on 5th December, we ran our widely renowned Grand Christmas Prize Bingo in 
Sheriff Hutton Village Hall. It was a great evening and raised £720.00 for the church. 
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