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Nature Pond 
The Parish Council has created a working party to develop a management plan for the nature pond to 

be presented to the Council for approval. The party will then oversee the implementation of the policy 
and report back to Council. Two members of the public, who are resident in the parish of Stillington, 

are able to be co-opted onto the party at their first meeting and if you feel that it is something you 
would like to do then please email the Clerk at clerk@stillingtonparishcouncil.uk with a short 

message detailing why you would like to be considered for co-option. 

Please send any emails by 15 February 2026. 

 

Stillington Village Hall  
Coffee morning and book sale  

Saturday 21st March 
9.30-12pm 

Books to be dropped off from 9am 

Or email: harrisonandrew678@gmail.com 
Tickets will be limited to 60 maximum, plus bands = 70 
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Notes from the Editors 
Please email contributions for the March 2026 issue to news@stillingtonvillage.org by THURSDAY 19th 

FEBRUARY 2026 

Listings: 
- 200 Club: results for December: 1st Mr P Linfoot; 2nd Mrs S Bedingfield; 3rd Mr and Mrs Sunderland  

               For January: 1st Mr G Sykes; 2nd Mrs K Tarron; 3rd Mr R Tregea, drawn by "Our Ernie". 
- Church Register: The funerals of the following were held in St Nicholas’ Church, Stillington in                     

November: 5th - Mrs Muriel Law; 12th  -  Mrs Maggie Armitage; 14th  -  Mrs Marjorie Fewster; 21st  -  Mrs 
Betty Richards. 

- Stillington Gardening Club Newsletter: February Speaker: On Wednesday 25th our guest 
speaker will be Tracey Parkinson. Her topic is a Master Class in Dahlias; this sounds very interesting 
and will be very useful to many members. 
AGM: The 2026 AGM will be held on 29th April. It starts at 7.15pm, followed by our speaker at 7.30pm. 
2026 Plant Sale: to be held on Monday 4th May. It will follow the very successful format of previous 
year and held again in the Village Hall. Plants will be displayed on tables and labelled. So please label 
your “bring” so it will be easier for members “to buy”, oh yes there will be coffee, tea and cream 
scones! Top gardening jobs this month: Prepare vegetable seed beds and sow some vegetables 
under cover. Knowing which vegetables to sow where, when and how means you can maintain 
constant supplies throughout the season. Sow vegetable seeds and chit potato tubers. It’s important 
with earlies, and a good idea with maincrops, to chit the seed potatoes before planting. This means 
allowing them to start sprouting shoots. Protect blossom on apricots, nectarines and peaches from 
frost. 

- Tuesday Pop In: We open every Tuesday morning from 10.30 to 12 noon for a good chat and 
sharing news and friendship in the Village Hall. Visitors and relatives are always welcome. Who knows 
who you might meet and find as a new friend! So do come along and enjoy a hot drink to warm you 
along with some tasty nibbles in the warm, welcoming atmosphere of the Village Hall. 
We look forward to seeing you soon, from the team. 

- Stillington Village Emergency Plan: As part of the recommendations from North Yorkshire 
Council, an Emergency Plan for Stillington Village has been prepared. Emergency Planning Team 
members are Helen Armstrong, John Dalton, John Pollock, Keith Shackleton, Matthew Smith, Harold 
Tomlinson and Patricia Walker each of whom will hold a full copy of the Emergency Plan. This will 
include contact details for individuals and groups who can provide immediate assistance in an 
emergency. 
The aim is to provide prompt support to Stillington villagers in the case of any emergency such as 
power cuts, flooding, severe weather impacting access to/from the village as well as other unforeseen 
events with major impact. This could be prior to and/or in support of dedicated Emergency Services 
which subsequently attend the village. 
The central location for any Emergency is Stillington Village Hall. Should any Village Emergency 
arise, please contact either John Dalton on 07789 251798 or John Pollock on 07999 454145 who 
will advise the rest of the group and put the Emergency Plan into action. 
 

- Quiz at the Sports and Social Club: A quiz tie-break again in January for Christine and Alan 
Shires, Val and Dick Tregea; this time with Aly and Pete Sutherland and Alison and Don Grice-Holt; the 
Sutherlands and Grice-Holts just making it. £388 was raised for the Bowling Club. 6th February Quiz 
will be for Stillington Archive group to support a new social history project. All Welcome. 

- Stillington Playing Fields Association & Stillington Sports and Social Club AGM 
Meeting: The forthcoming AGM meeting is scheduled March 17th starting at 7.00pm for Stillington 
Playing Fields Association followed by Stillington Sports and Social Club. All welcome, however only 
members and social members of club sections will be eligible to vote on the night. 
 



 

  

Listings: 
- New trustees for Stillington Playing Fields Association: Stillington Playing Fields 

Association is a registered charity which owns the recreation land and facilities at the Sports and Social 
Club. It is currently managed by three elected officers, four trustees and volunteer member support. 
Work is underway to update the constitution to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) with 
voting members and its charity trustees. The constitution sets out a minimum three trustees to a 
maximum of seven trustees. If you are interested in becoming a trustee, please contact either Angela 
Shipley -  angela.shipley6969@yahoo.com or Jordan Dobson jdobson09@live.co.uk. 

- Saltburn Smugglers are coming to Stillington Village Hall on Saturday 16th April 2026 at 7.30pm. 
 In the heart of Saltburn-by-the-Sea, the Saltburn Smugglers are re-kindling a legacy. This modern 
shanty group, rooted in the local community, transforms tales from the town’s smuggling heyday into 
vibrant, contemporary sea shanties. Writing new songs and re-arranging timeless classics, they reflect 
the rich maritime heritage of North Yorkshire and Teesside. 
Tickets are on sale now via the Rural Arts website and will be in Stillington Village Stores from 1st March: 
£15 for adults, £8 for under 18s. 

- WI Meeting: On Wednesday 14th January Liz Cole told us about Yorkshire residents in the Georgian 
era, 1714-1837. York went from a provincial, slightly downbeat city to a vibrant city of culture and 
elegance, with stylish buildings in the Palladian design, a racecourse, a chocolate industry and a new, 
more caring attitude towards mental illness. All told to us in Liz's relaxed yet informative style. A great 
evening. Next month we will hear from Robin Jackson about Wonderful Wood, 11th February, Village 
Hall, 7:30pm, £4 for visitors.  
Don’t forget the next Book Sale will be in the Village Hall, 21st March. Time to start sorting 
through your books! 

- Stillington Wanderers: Kirbymoorside walk on 29th December included a re-visit to Ravenswick 
Hall. There were three full size horse driftwood sculptures opposite the main gates; additional 
landscaping around the glass houses and storage buildings on the hillside for plants etc. Meanwhile 
snow had been and gone for Brandsby/Yearsley circle on 12th January, starting with a wide track through 
the elephant grass field over to Peel Wood, into Yearsley village, back via Harvest End farm and over to 
Rectory Corner with snowdrops spotted on the wooded south bank.  

Next walks: 9th and 23rd. Meet outside the White Bear at 9.30am. 

 Countryside Notes - It seems only yesterday that I was writing the January edition. With the frosty 
week, I was reminded of the times when the land would be frozen in December and January. These frosts gave 
the tractor traction to plough through wet spots, and the wet heavy clay soils could be turned to let the frost 
break up the soil by expanding the water with frost on a night and thawing out in the sun by day or whenever it 
warmed up. This breaking up of the land was invaluable to the spring sowing of crops, as the soil would be 
friable and easily fined down to a good tilth. One such spell set in on a Friday night and by the Saturday a 
ploughing frost had set in and I went home to sit on a tractor while midnight. However, by Monday it was too 
frozen for more ploughing. Today, we burn more diesel on bigger tractors, which in turn compact soil at deeper 
levels. Just after Christmas, I was able to gather a few Snowdrops to remind us that spring will come again and 
lucky us to be able see it unfold as the days lengthen. Today we saw a tall Hazel bush covered with golden 
Catkins open to the sun and stirring in the light breeze. We so often think of catkins and Pussy Willow and 
forget that many of our trees do bear catkins and we fail to see their beauty. There we can see the Alder trees 
with waxy red catkins that open to reveal the pollen bearing male flowers. Have a look! You will find in a mature 
tree three seasons: the flowers that will carry the seed cones of tomorrow; the flowers of today and many 
small Finches, like Siskins and Redpoll, eating last year’s seed. The Poplars carry catkins that vary in colour 
from crimson to dark grey and through to light grey, many can be 3” or 4” long. The Larch is our only pine that 
loses its leaves in winter, however, come spring, new bright green leaves will appear in little clusters and 
between will be purplish red flowers, like short catkins, making the branches a thing of real beauty. Take a look 
at as many as possible of these catkins and appreciate the wide range and wonder of our tree life. So, keep 
your eyes open. 
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St Nicholas’ Church, Stillington 
Worship in Church in February 
Sunday February 1st 10.00am - Morning Worship. 
Sunday February 8th - No service at 
Stillington.  Services at:  Sutton (8.00am Holy 
Communion), Sheriff Hutton (10.00am Holy 
Communion), Farlington (10.30 Shortened Matins). 
Sunday February 15th 10.00am - Holy 
communion. 
Ash Wednesday February 18th 2.00pm - Holy 
Communion at Sutton. 
Sunday February 22nd 10.00am - 
Morning Worship. 
Visiting the church - The church is open every day, 
from nine or earlier until four. 
Prayers for the village - These take place every 
Thursday at 9am. If you would like to join us or if you 
would like prayers said for anyone or anything please 
contact Margaret Price (01347 811262; 
pricehm870@gmail.com or leave a note in the side 
chapel of St Nicholas. 
Holy Communion at home - Would you like to 
receive Holy Communion at home? If you cannot 
come to Church on a Sunday morning, would you 
like a visit at home? Do make a phone call to arrange 
a convenient time. Margaret Price 01347 811262. 
FLOWER ROTA - February 1st - Mrs G Churton, 
February 8th and 15th - Mrs J Ingham, February 18th - 
Ash Wednesday, Lent begins. 

 

Villages Together Methodist Church 

Services for February 
Our Services within Villages Together Methodist 
Church are all conducted by our Minister Rev Alex 
Middleton-Laing 

- Sunday February 1st - Holy Communion at 
10-30 at Huby Methodist Church 

- Sunday February 8th - we will be 
worshipping at Alne Hall at 3pm 

- During the weekend of February 13th to 
15th 

 The Yorkshire North and East Methodist District 
will be gathering at York University where each day 
there will be Speakers, Workshops, Worship 
Activities. It will be a full programme and on Sunday 
9am Communion; 10am several options for Worship 
followed at 11-30am with the Closing Ceremony. 
To find out more: 
www.yorkshiremethodist.org/flourish26 
 

- Sunday 22nd February - We will be at 
Tholthorpe Methodist Church. This service 
will include Holy Communion. 

 
St Leonard’s, Farlington - In January we started 
the new year with our Plough Sunday service 
accompanied by an excellent, warming ploughman’s 
lunch.  Now, Spring is very much in the air with 
snowdrops in the churchyard and the days getting 
longer.  

Services at St Leonard’s in February 

Sunday 8th - 10.30am, shortened Matins (BCP) 
with hymns. 

Wednesday 18th - 2.00pm, Ash Wednesday service 
at Sutton on the Forest. 

Sunday 23rd -10.30am, Holy Communion (BCP) 
with hymns. 

We hope we may see you at one or more of these 
services. Restoration of the Bells - The bells’ 
restoration project has started. The scaffolding is 
up, the bells are now at a specialist bells factory 
in Oxfordshire and work on the stone turret will be 
starting soon. During this time, it may be 
necessary to limit access to the church from time 
to time. We will endeavour to keep the church 
open for private prayer or quiet time as much as 
is possible. The churchyard remains open at all 
times but please avoid the west (back) end of the 

church while the work is in progress.  
 

St Mary's Church, Marton in the Forest. 
We have 2 services planned for February: A Celtic 
Communion at 3pm on Sunday 1st February and a 
Celtic Worship service (no communion) at 3pm on 
Sunday 15th. The church may be cold, but our 
welcome is warm! 
We currently have a new and temporary feature in our 
churchyard - a labyrinth! This was designed to 
provide a free peace/prayer/mindful walk for all 
visitors, in the churchyard known as 'The Spring 
Meadow' (to the right of the stone path as you enter 
through the church gates). This labyrinth was 
designed and laid out by Peter Clark, a local labyrinth 
enthusiast. We have used locally sourced sawdust 
(with many thanks to D Wilson Timber) to create a 
simple pathway with three connected loops. As the 
grass grows up, the labyrinth will gradually disappear. 
There are leaflets near the church gate and in church 
if you would like to come and try it for yourself. 

Everyone welcome. 
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