St Nicholas’ Church Services: Priest: Steve Whiting 01347 810251 revstevewhiting@gmail.com Lay
Minister: Margaret Price 01347 811262 pricehm870@gmail.com Churchwarden: Richard Mapletoft 01347

854 rmapletoft@outlook.com Canon Emeritus: Robert Law 01347 810940 lrf43@kesonline.org

Worship in Church in November: Sunday 2" 10.00am - Morning Worship; Sunday 2" 4.00pm - All
Souls’ Memorial service, especially for those bereaved this year; Sunday 9" 10.45am Remembrance Sunday
service: "Greater love has no-one but this..."; Tuesday 11" 10.45am - Act of Remembrance outside church,
including Stillington School; Sunday 16" 10.00am - Holy Communion; Sunday 23" 10.00am Morning Worship
Sunday 30™ 10.30am -Advent Carols at Farlington "Churches Together" for local villages, interdenominational
Visiting the church: open every day, from 9.00am (or earlier) until 4.00pm. Prayers for the village take place
every Thursday at 9.00am. If you would like to join us or have prayers said contact Margaret Price 01347
811262; pricehm870@gmail.com or leave a note in the side chapel. Holy Communion at home: Would you
like to receive it at home? Make a phone call to arrange a convenient time: Margaret Price 01347 811262.

Cleaning Rota: 3- 15" - Mrs W Walton, Mr R Churton; 17*" - 29t - Mrs J Ingham,VACANT (Help needed)

Flower Rota: Sunday 2"! Mrs M Tomlinson; Sunday 9*" Remembrance Sunday Mrs G Churton; Sundays 16"
and 23" Mrs H Ratcliffe; Sunday 30" — Advent.

Explorers 2025-26 - Inviting all primary age children to the afterschool club run by the churches. We will be
having fun at St Nicholas Church on Fridays 7", 14", 21t and 28" November (continuing January — March
2026). Sessions will run from 3.30 to 4.30pm, latest arrival time 3.45pm: music, craft activities and a Bible
story. Refreshments provided when children arrive. If you would like to come, please contact Margaret Price
07528 768848, pricehm870@gmail.com.

Eco Tips - around the home: 1. If in doubt switch off: Make sure you switch everything off at the plug before
you go out and before you go to bed. 2. Ensure your heating is switched off at night and when away from your
home (except sub-zero) and save 500kg CO2e a year. 3. Read meters monthly to check how much fuel you are
using.
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St Leonard’s, Farlington Services for November: Sunday 9" 10.50am -Service of Remembrance;
Sunday 23 -Holy Communion (BCP); Sunday 30" 10.30am- Service celebrating start of Advent. For
Christians all over the world, Advent is an important time of preparation. The word Advent means coming and
itis the period before Christmas which celebrates the birth of Jesus. St Leonard’s will embrace special hymns
and readings celebrating this time of special preparation. Private Prayer: The church is open every day; the
peaceful churchyard is always open.

St Mary's Church, Marton in the Forest: Now the clocks have changed, our twice-monthly services
have been moved back to 3.00pm to avoid too much driving in the dark in wintry conditions! We plan to hold
3 services in Marton Church during November: Sunday 2" 3.00pm - Celtic Communion; Tuesday 11"
10.50am - Remembrance Sunday; 16 3.00pm - Celtic Worship.

This year some wonderful birds have been spotted by visitors in the churchyard including long-tailed tits,
goldfinch, red kite and a great spotted woodpecker! Come and add any of your own to the nature book on the
table just inside the church. There are identification charts, books and photos in the chancel showing some of
our wildlife highlights since 2016. Our current Count on Nature list includes around 55 birds, over 100 plants
and over 50 different species of insects. If any families are interested in helping us build a couple of bug hotels
before winter sets in, (https://www.thebuzzclub.uk/bugbunkers) get in touch

via martonintheforest@gmail.com or facebook.com/martonchurch.

Village Bonfire Night - Saturday 8" November

In the field south of the Sports & Social Club. Torchlight procession leaves the
Village Hall at 6.45pm. For safety, High Street and York Road will be closed to traffic
6.45-7.15pm. The bonfire will be lit on arrival; fireworks start at 7.30pm. Hot

food and drinks available by the playground. Boots or wellies recommended. No private
fireworks, sparklers, or alcohol allowed. Entry: free for school-age children and below;
adults £5 (cash) on the night or £4 in advance from the Post Office.

Join us for Remembrance Sunday

9 November 2025

by ance Sunday service at 10.45am|

side church

Villages Together Methodist Church:

Rev Alex-Middleton-Laing is our Minister; Stillington contact Robin Jackson - 01347 810250
robinjacksonwoodside@gmail.com.

Services for November: Sunday 2" Huby 10.30am -Rev Alex Middleton-Laing; Service with Holy
Communion: Sunday 9" - Remembrance Sunday 3.00pm at Alne Hall Rev Elizabeth Cushion; Sunday 16"
10.30am Rev Alex Middleton-Laing at Huby; Sunday 23" Rev Alex Middleton-Laing 3.00pm at Tholthorpe;
Sunday 30" - Advent Sunday 10.30am with Easingwold and Strensall at Sheriff Hutton

ALL ‘
SOULS y

Service

1 STARTS 7o
MEMORIAL 4 » MUSIC HOSTED BY

SERVICE i I N
St Nichotas: SKINI
Church

4.00pm FREE ENTRY — LIVE MUSIC
Sunday, e R FOOD AVAILABLE

November
2nd




Notes from the Editors
Please email contributions for the December 2025 issue to news@stillingtonvillage.org by WEDNESDAY 19" NOVEMBER
2025. Submissions received after this date may not be included. Please note we are trialling a new listings layout
to help us work within a space and budget constraint. Many thanks, Lorraine and Wanda.

Stillington Bonfire - Saturday 8" November - Tractors will collect burnable material 9.00am-
noon on 8" November. For large loads, please assist loading or call Andy (810598). No mattresses or plastics.
Volunteers needed! Field setup/rubbish collection: meet at Village Hall, 9.00am on the day. Event
stewards: contact Graham Cookman (810047) or Andy Hart (810598). Your help keeps this long-standing
village event alive!

Heart & Craft: This three-year project comes to an end at Christmas, organised and funded by Rural Arts in
Thirsk. The last sessions will be held on Thursdays from 2.00-4.00pm: 13" November Jacquie with water-
coloured flowers; 27" November Amy, subject tbc.

Stillington Christmas Fair: Friday 28" November 6.00-8.00pm. You are invited to a friendly
evening in support of our Village Hall with lots of stalls to help your Christmas present-buying! Candles, cards,
bracelets, bags, dog treats, glass work, crochet, patchwork, cakes, wreaths, decorations, bath bombs, burners,
Zebramingo and more... plus Tombola, Raffle and Mulled Wine.

Stillington Gardening Club: Christmas Party Wednesday 26" November: always a good
evening with lots of food, drink and music. Tickets are £8 ea. including the first drink and nibbles followed by a
nice meal and a quiz. Tickets for the party will be available from the Village Shop from early November. Seed
Sale: | still have a few Dobies’ seed catalogues available, it is not too late to send in your order form. Group
Scheme members receive a 50% discount. Gardening Tips for November: 1. Clear up fallen leaves - lawns,
ponds and beds. 2. Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging. 3. Use Village Bonfire for your
garden debris.

Stillington Post Office & Stores: Owned by the community. Run by volunteers. As we approach
Christmas, we would like to share some updates: Over the past year, we have improved our premises to
enhance storage and display space, especially for fresh products, with minor alterations still to come. The shop
has been extra busy this autumn due to nearby post office closures, and our volunteers have worked hard to
maintain service quality. In November, we will introduce new suppliers of fresh fruit, vegetables, and eggs,
continuing to support local businesses while offering high quality and good value to the community.

Chess Mates: Our friendly group meets at the Bay Tree, 8.00pm on the 2" and 4" Wednesday of each
month. New players of all levels are welcome to help the group thrive. Forthcoming dates: 14t & 28"
November.

Explorers 2025 - 26: Inviting all primary age children to the afterschool club run by the churches in
Stillington, having fun at St Nicholas Church on Fridays 7*", 14", 21"¢ and 28" November (continuing
January - March 2026). Sessions run from 3.30 to 4.30pm, with latest arrival time 3.45pm, music, craft
activities and a story from the Bible, with refreshments provided on arrival. If you would like to come contact
Margaret Price 07528 768848 pricehm870@gmail.com.

Stillington Sports and Social Club: Saturday 15" Skint: free entry, dancing, food available,
7.00pm start. Tuesday 18 Pottery 6.30-8.30pm £30.00. For your diary: Thursday 18"

December Wreath Making Workshop. Join us for another fun evening to include a glass of mulled
wine and a mince pie, 6.30-9.00pm £50pp., places limited.

Quiz at the Sports and Social Club: October quiz raised £300 towards maintenance of the Play Area at
the Sports Club: Thank you everyone. Winning team were Janet & David Martin with Kathy & Alan Berry. 7
November quiz will be for the Tennis club. All welcome.

Calling any volunteers able to help with decorating the Sports and Social Hall. Please
contact the Secretary, Carina Wade 07397 804854.

Tuesday Pop In: Come and join us at our welcoming morning sessions at the Village Hall from 10.30 until
12 noon. As the weather gets colder, we offer hot drinks and snacks while chatting and meeting friends old and
new. So do come and enjoy our company. Donations are gratefully received - we distribute between local good
causes when our costs are met. Entirely voluntary!

W.I Report: On Wednesday 8th October we had a party - Stillington & Farlington W1I’s 80 years of existence!
We've welcomed new members and are now a group of friends and find a wide range of speakers and
activities, something for everyone. At our next meeting we will hear about the early days of our village shop,
how it started and why it's so successful. Wednesday 12" November 7:30pm in the Village Hall, visitors
welcome, £4.00.

Stillington Wanderers: Recent walks included Sheriff Hutton via the Foss Walk, Rievaulx along the River
Rye and Cliff Wood Lilling, and Thirsk following Cod Beck—now reopened after bridge repairs— returning via
Thirsk allotments, Masonic Hall, and castle mounds. Next walks: Monday 3™ & 17" November 2025. Meet
outside the White Bear at 9.30am. Thanks to £1 contributions from walkers, £150 has been donated to
Yorkshire Air Ambulance.

Stillington and District Community Archive: Malcolm Brooke will be with us on Wednesday 19*"
November in the village hall at 7.30pm with 'Yorkshire's Vanishing Coastline'. The East Coast of Yorkshire is a
fascinating stretch of coastline to visit; over the years, villages and individual farms have been lost to the sea
and itis the location of a fictitious German invasion, vanishing gun batteries and other intriguing military
activity. Visitors £3.00 membership £5.00. Unfortunately, the presentation on Stillington Hall had to be
cancelled at short notice and is rescheduled for Wednesday 20" May 2026.

Stillington Surgery thanks all patients who chose to have their annual flu vaccination with us. Your
supportis very much appreciated. Drs Metcalfe and Keen.

Congratulations to Fiddlerswreck Ceilidh Band for their excellent 20-year celebration on 18™
October, all starting from the Stephen Magson Trust fundraiser by the Ward family and friends.

Stillington Village Pantomime 2026: Jack and the Beanstalk Friday 2nd January, at the
Village Hall, 7.00pm. Ticket prices £10 adult, £5 child over 3 years, under 3 & carers free.
Online ticket sales available now at ruralarts.org under Performances.

Tickets are on sale now and the preferred way to buy the tickets. Physical tickets (limited in number) on sale at
the Village Shop in the first week of December 2025. Any queries contact: Stillingtonvillagehall16@yahoo.co.uk

Countryside Notes

Wednesday 15™" October. A clear morning has broken, with no hint of the mistiness of the past ten days or so.
After a very dry spring and summer with little rain, botanical growth was ready for a drink and raring to grow.
Now the pent-up longing to grow is being expressed in rapid growth of poor-quality material for feed. The
gardens are full of young shoots that are tender and exposed for the ravages of early frost, that could be a killer.
Roses have grown extra-long shoots that will need pruning. All this growth happening when plants should be
retreating and hardening ready for winter rest. The colours on the trees are reaching their climax rather later
this year and are spectacular, possibly better than for a number of years. There is an abundance of fruit on the
trees and shrubs, adding more colour. The apples and pears are outstanding. There are acorns enough to
afforest the whole of the UK if planted, certainly the Grey Squirrel are planting plenty in our lawn. The birds are
coming back to the feeders and the first of the Long-tailed Tits were feeding this morning, a welcome indeed.
The feeders have not been used much so far, as there is an abundance of protein rich insects everywhere,
including masses of Ladybirds. In recent days: Last Sunday we followed a Hobby flying low over a country lane
on its slender long wings, narrow body and tail, its upper parts a dark blue-black, a master of flight and speed
and a close relative of the Peregrine Falcon. Yesterday a Red Kite flying over a field suddenly did a backward
somersault, what it had seen | shall never know but its movements were spectacular.




