
 Stillington News – December 2025, Issue 371 
Email: news@stillingtonvillage.org 

The Village News team of volunteers would like to wish all our readers 

a very Merry Christmas and our best wishes for the New Year. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Stillington Parish Council - Notice of Potential Election 
A Parish Council election may be held by North Yorkshire Council if two or more parishioners stand 
to fill one vacancy on Stillington Parish Council. This would take place on Thursday 18th December 

2025 between 7.00am and 10.00pm in the Village Hall. If it is to take place, a notice will be issued by 
North Yorkshire Council on Monday 24th November 2025 no later than 4.00pm and be confirmed on 

their website -   www.northyorks.gov.uk. 
Ballot cards will also be sent to all eligible voters if the election is held. 

 

If you enjoyed our last concert – with 
Dynamics at the Village Hall – you might like to 
join us to Celebrate Christmas at Easingwold 
Methodist Church on Sunday 14th December 
at 6.30pm. Tickets are £12 from 07964 841511 
or at the door on the night.  

Your support would be much appreciated 
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Huby & Sutton 2026 - Good news - our annual agricultural show will be on Sunday 5th 
July! We are looking for volunteers to help run the event but also the week before, and we’re also 
looking for a volunteer with IT skills who can help manage our website and other issues. For 
more information please email: infoathubyandsuttonshow@gmail.com 

Stillington Gardening Club 
We hope you all enjoyed the Christmas Party? This year we held it on November 
26th to avoid the usual clash of events in December. A big thank you to everyone 
who helped with the food, drink, table decoration and the entertainment. Our 
next Speaker’s Evening will be on Wednesday 28th January. The subject is 
“Colourful Seasonal House Plants”. Our speaker will be Val Bradley. This sounds 
a good talk to start our 2026 season. Village Flower Troughs: We would like to 

thank those who have helped look after the flower troughs. Thank you, Mike Walker, for your help with 
the York Road trough throughout the year. SGC Committee: I would like to thank the committee for all 
their hard work behind the scenes to ensure all our events go well, especially for the Plant Sale, the 
Annual Show and the Christmas Party. Also, a big thank you to Christine Shires for arranging all our 
Speakers’ Evenings. Congratulations! - The Membership Secretary has just signed up our 100th paid up 

members, Jane and David Leach. Gardening Tips - If you need a bit of relief over Christmas here are a 
few jobs in the garden to get you out of the house: 1. Prune apples and pears trees (but not those trained 
against walls); 2. Prune acers, birches and vines before Christmas to avoid bleeding; 3. Harvest leeks, 
parsnips, winter cabbage, sprouts and remaining root crops. 

Stillington Post Office & Stores 
We now have a lovely range of seasonal treats and gifts on display, 
alongside our usual stock of groceries and essentials. Tempting ranges 
of chocolates and biscuits are accompanied by some delicious new ice 
cream flavours to order. As usual the charity Christmas cards will be 
sold in support of Martin House Hospice. Christmas postage stamps 
will also be available. Orders for Thorntons pork pies can now be made 
for pre-Christmas collection. 

 A reminder of last posting dates for Christmas: 2nd class: - Wednesday 17th December; 1st 
Class:  Saturday 20th December. 
Normal opening hours: Monday - Friday: Shop 6.30am-5.30pm, PO 9am-5.30pm; Saturday: 
Shop 6.30am-1.00pm, PO 9am-12.30pm 
Christmas opening hours: Christmas Eve: 6.30-1.00pm; Christmas Day: Closed; Boxing Day: 
6.30-10.30am; New Year’s Eve: 6.30-1.00pm; New Year’s Day: 6.30-10.30am. 
The Post Office opens at 9.00am on the above days but will be closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year’s Day.                  Best wishes from all staff and volunteers for the festive season.  

Notes from the Editors 
Please email contributions for the January 2026 issue to news@stillingtonvillage.org by 

WEDNESDAY 10th DECEMBER 2025. Please note that the date is early in the month and is 
necessary to conform with the printing deadlines and early closures for Christmas! 

The editors are volunteers who work hard to provide a clear and accessible monthly 
publication. Many factors influence what we include and how items are placed, and we 

always aim to create a simple, enjoyable read for everyone in the village.  
We welcome both positive and constructive feedback. 
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Stillington on Monday 8th 
of December from 5.45pm 

Starting at the Village Pond end. 

 

The snow arrived unexpectedly early towards the 
end of November, and the village Primary School 

remained open as normal with the heaters blasting 
all night to keep the rooms ready for a day of 

learning. 

 W.I. and Book Sale - On Wednesday 12th November Margaret told us something about the 

start of the shop, how it has continued to run for 22 years, and has an annual turnover of £250,000. 
The Post Office staff are paid but everyone else is a volunteer and there are approximately 70 of 
them! It has won awards and helped other community enterprises start up. Lucky us having it on 
our doorstep! 

The October Book Sale raised a record sum of £294.94! to be equally divided between the WI 
and the Village Hall. A big thank you to everyone who donated and bought books, baked and 
served refreshments, helped setting up and tidying away.  
 

 

Quiz at Sports and Social Club - The October quiz raised £306 for the Tennis Club towards 
refurbishing their tennis hut. Thank you everyone. The winning team was Christine and Alan Shires 
with Val and Dick Tregea. 5th December Quiz will be for the Sports and Social Club. All Welcome. 

The Galtres(Huby) Rainbow unit continues to thrive, and we would love 
to hear from anyone who would be interested in helping at the unit and 
possibly training as a leader. The village Rainbow unit in Huby meets on 
Wednesday evenings from 5.00-6.00pm, for girls aged 5-7 years. Our 
waiting list is getting quite LONG! To put your daughter’s name down on the 
waiting list, please visit www.girlguiding.org.uk. For more information 
please email: firstgaltresrainbows@gmail.com 

 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
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Stillington Wanderers - The 3rd  November walk started from City of Troy maze to Scackleton and 
back via Dalby and Skewsby. 17th November from Sutton Bank west along Cleveland Way taking in the 
‘best view in England’ and Gormire Lake, back over Hambleton racecourse and the man-made cycle pump 
track. Next walks: Monday 1st, 15th & 29th December. Meet outside the White Bear at 9.30am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Countryside Notes 

 
Tuesday 18th November. The weather has already changed! After a wet week that has flooded many 
areas in Britain, we have been really lucky to have escaped the worst of it. The land has a fair way to 
go to get the drains into full work as the water table is fairly low. Now the cold, more seasonable, 
weather has arrived. However, the wind had subsided from Monday, and it was not too cold. Over the 
weekend there was a lot of bird activity as large flocks of Fieldfares (Left picture) flew over making 
their familiar clack-clacking calls. They will find rich pickings on our hedgerows of berries and late 
fruit. We have not had an influx of Waxwings for some time, let’s hope they come this year. On 
Sunday, a large flock of Green Plover or Peewit were about and welcome too. This morning, a smaller 
group were looking at a cornfield for a feeding ground, flying with style and turning swiftly until they 
found a place to feed. Later today, when light was nearly gone and we were in Leeds City Centre, we 
were entertained by a flock of Pied Wagtails coming into bed down in park trees under the city lights. 
Wagtails do this and we have seen them in York’s Parliament Street, maybe the lights make it 
warmer. Recently, I read that Peregrine Falcons, (Right picture) that now nest high on the Minster, are 
enjoying tasty snacks of Woodcock. Many of these birds come in from the continent when the moon 
is up, to winter in our woodlands. These very shy birds are nocturnal, but streetlights and city parks 
have become prime feeding grounds. Peregrines, who fly by day, have found lighting a boon and are 
hunting them by night. This morning (Wednesday) sleet has been lashing it down and now wet snow 
is falling. This poor old shepherd will have to go out and feed the flock. How exciting when I could 
light a fire and indulge in a paperwork treat like VAT returns and bills to pay. 

Enjoy the Advent Season and festivities as Christmas comes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Pop In 
Fancy a cake and a coffee? Pop into the Village Hall any Tuesday before 
Christmas from 10.30am until noon. 
 

ANOTHER GREAT STILLINGTON BONFIRE!!  - This year's event was a great success 

- a really good turn-out, big and lively procession, stupendously large fire blazing brightly, great food 
provided by our friendly caterers, and a wonderful display of fireworks by our prize-winning team 

from the Fireworkers Ltd. Thanks very much to all those who helped in many different ways, and to 
all who attended to enjoy the event. There's always a warm welcome for new volunteers - if 

you'd like to join in for next year, please get in touch with Andy on 810598. 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Stillington’s Remembrance Display 2025 – thanks to all involved. 

   

The Wonder of the Ordinary: Luke’s Christmas Story 
Luke’s account of Jesus’s birth is rooted in the lives of ordinary people. At its heart is the idea that 
God steps into the busyness and simplicity of everyday life, inviting the unremarkable into a 
remarkable and transformative story. This is not a tale of the powerful, but of everyday people 
drawn into God’s extraordinary plan. Mary, a young woman from an insignificant village, is neither 
famous nor influential. Likely still in her teens, she receives an astonishing message from the angel 
Gabriel—that she will bear God’s Son. Her simple yet courageous ‘yes’ becomes the opening act of 
the most world-changing event in history. Joseph, too, is an ordinary man—a carpenter quietly 
committed to his family. Yet it is his faithful ‘yes’ that shelters and protects Mary and Jesus. His 
obedience shows that even a humble tradesman can play a vital role in God’s work. And then there 
are the shepherds, perhaps the most overlooked of all. Living on the margins of society, they are the 
first to hear the angelic announcement of great joy. Their response is immediate and 
wholehearted—they hurry to Bethlehem to witness the miracle and then become the first to share 
the news, filled with simple, contagious delight. Luke reminds us that God does not seek worldly 
greatness. Jesus is born among animals and straw, with no grandeur—only the presence of those 
who offered their ‘yes’ in ordinary circumstances. This message still speaks today. Each of us, in our 
everyday lives, is invited into God’s story. We may not feel special or gifted, but the gospel teaches 
that our availability, not our ability, matters most. God’s love entered a stable, and it reaches into 
our lives still, inviting us to take our place just as we are. May you be truly blessed this Christmas, 
Reverend John. 

 
St Leonard’s, Farlington:  We come to the end of another year and look forward to all the joy and 
happiness that Christmas offers us including our Carols by Candlelight and Christmas Day services. 
Following close behind is a new year with new beginnings to look forward to. For now, A Very Happy 
Christmas to you all from all of us at St Leonard’s. There are four opportunities for joining us: Sunday 
14th 10.30am Shortened Matins (BCP); Friday 19th 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight followed by seasonal 
refreshments; Thursday 25th 10.30am Christmas Day: our much-enjoyed celebration of Christmas for 
all the family embracing a shortened Holy Communion; Sunday 28th 10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
the only service in the Benefice. St Leonard’s Christmas Grand Prize Bingo Friday December 5th in 
Sheriff Hutton Village Hall - Eyes Down at 7.30pm – fabulous prizes. 
 



 St Nicholas Church - Priest: Steve Whiting 01347 810251 revstevewhiting@gmail.com; Lay 
Minister: Margaret Price 01347 811262 pricehm870@gmail.com; Churchwarden: Richard 
Mapletoft 01347 811854 rmapletoft@outlook.com; Canon Emeritus: Robert Law 01347 
810940 lrf43@kesonline.org . Worship in Church in December: Sunday 7th 4.00pm Service 
regarding St Nicholas, after whom the church is named. Sunday 14th 10.00am Morning Worship; 
Sunday 21st 10.00am Holy Communion; Sunday 21st 4.00pm Carols by Candlelight - scratch choir 
rehearsal at 3.00pm. Tuesday 23rd 4.00pm Christingle and Nativity Service, especially (but not only) 
for children. Wednesday 24th 11.00pm Midnight Mass; Sunday 28th 10.00am Holy Communion at 
Farlington.  This is for all the villages nearby. Carols and Readings by Candlelight: Sunday 21st 
4.00pm. A choir, as in previous years, is required for this service. The usual carols will be sung along 
with a simple choir item. If you would like to take part there will be a rehearsal at 3.00pm prompt the 
same afternoon, an hour before the start of the service. Please join us if you can. 
Visiting the church: The church is open every day, from 9.00am (or earlier) until 4.00pm.  
Advent Group: Meets on Mondays 2.30 - 4.00pm until Monday 15th.  Please contact Margaret Price 
01347 811262; pricehm870@gmail.com for details. Prayers for the village: These take place every 
Thursday at 9.00am. If you would like to join us or if you would like prayers said please contact 
Margaret Price or leave a note in the side chapel of St Nicholas. Holy Communion at Home: Would 
you like to receive Holy Communion at home? If you cannot come to Church on Sunday mornings, 
would you like a visit at home? Phone Margaret Price to arrange a convenient time. 

Cleaning Rota: In December everyone helps! Flower Rota: Wednesday 3rd: All help to 
decorate the church for St Nicholas Day, Sunday 7th; Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th December 
Mrs R Bresnan; Sunday 28th Mrs R Bresnan. 

 Villages Together Methodist Church - Services for December: Sunday 7th 10.30am Huby, 
we will be joined by friends from Easingwold, Service conducted by Rev Alex Middleton-Laing. 
Sunday 14th 3.00pm Alne Hall, Carol Service and Nativity Service conducted by Rev Alex Middleton-
Laing. 
Sunday 21st 10.30am Easingwold, we will join together for a Carol Service led by Rev Alex 
Middleton-Laing. 
Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve 6.00pm Huby, Carols with Rev Alex Middleton-Laing, refreshments 
will follow. 
Thursday 25th Christmas Day 10.30am Easingwold, to celebrate this special day together, Service 
led by Rev Alex Middleton-Laing. 
Sunday 28th 10.30am Huby, Rev Ruth Duck will lead our worship, and we will be joined by our 
friends from Easingwold.               Everyone is welcome to join us at any of these services.  

 St Mary's Church, Marton in the Forest - We have 2 services planned for December: Sunday 7th 
December at 3.00pm: Celtic Worship - a reflective service for Advent and Sunday 14th December 
at 3.00pm: Carols by Candlelight followed by festive refreshments - a special early carol service to 
warm up our vocal chords and briefly step away from the chaos of Christmas preparations! There will 
be signs out to direct you to extra parking spaces. Everyone is very welcome to join us for either or 
both services. The church and churchyard will remain open daily over Christmas and New Year. Visi-
tors are always welcome to come and soak up some peace and quiet with a warming cuppa. Christ-
mas can sometimes be tinged with sadness, so you are invited to add a decoration to our Christmas 
Tree, in memory of a friend or family member. There are labels on the altar if you would like to add 
their name and some spare decorations too. We will check the church daily for prayer requests or 
you can contact the Prayer Net via martonintheforest@gmail.com . 
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