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New Beginnings 
Dr Peter Jones has retired after 33 years        
as a partner at Stillington Surgery having       
spent a total of 41 years with the NHS.         
He joined Dr Peter Willis in 1987 when        
the surgery was still based at The Folly. 
Stillington Village residents said farewell     
to Dr Jones on Thursday 31st December       
with a socially distanced presentation in      
the surgery car park with his staff team        
also present. 
Stillington Surgery regularly gains    
plaudits in the annual national patient      
satisfaction survey; the latest 2020 survey      
again shows the surgery scoring higher      
than their CCG average in every question.       
Residents and patients wish Peter well in       
his retirement. 

 
 

Thank you from Dr Jones 
A heartfelt thank you to all in Stillington        
village who wished me well on my       
retirement, for your gifts, the lovely      
picture by local artist Emily Sutton, the       
generous donations (which will go     
towards a new set of golf clubs), and for         
the send off in the surgery car park on the          
3rd of January - my last day. 
Keep safe and well, and I hope to see you          
around. 

Dr Peter Jones 

Stillington Methodist Church has decided to raise funds for Water Aid during Lent, as 
they have done in previous years. 
This year, Water Aid is collecting money to help families cope when drought and              
floods hit, aiming to turn uncertainty into resilience. 
Would you like to join us by giving up something this Lent and collecting the money                
it would have cost you in a ‘Jars of Change’ for WaterAid? 

  Lent begins this year on Sunday 21st February -  
Easter Sunday is 4th April 2021. 

● A total raised of £120 could help to buy 2 clean water tanks 
● £288 could help to pay to test water quality at 4 well sites 
● £360 could help to train 3 people to maintain a water pump 

More information is available at wateraid.org/uk/lent, including resources for         
churches, if anyone else would like to take up this cause. 
Arrangements for receiving funds raised will be notified in March Stillington News. 

 

 

Volunteer Drivers 
A group of volunteer drivers have got       
together, on their own initiative, to offer       
transport for people (patients), of the      
Stillington Surgery, so they can get to the        
Easingwold Medical Centre for their     
Covid 19 vaccinations. 
This is a private and voluntary initiative,       
following the guidance of the surgery.      
This transport is not organised by the       
surgery or the Parish Council. 
If you want help with transport just       
ring 810513 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Polite Notice  

For the safety of everyone in the shop: 
staff, volunteers and customers; please 

wear a face covering on entering the 
shop and post office, unless medically 

exempt.  
 

Amos and Welsh, artisan bakers, based 
in Shipton, are sadly no longer able to 
supply the shop with their bread and 

croissants.  They are concentrating on 
their market sales and giving 

themselves more family time with their 
two young daughters.  Good news is 

that Derventio Bakery from Norton are 
able to deliver and supply a range of 
bread and cakes – Friday is the day. 

Please email contributions for the 
March issue to 

news@stillingtonvillage.org by 
Wednesday 17th February 

http://wateraid.org/uk/lent
mailto:news@stillingtonvillage.org


 

 
 

 

Thank Yous 
The greetings cards of the Church and High Street raised          
£249.00 for the Church Tower Fund. I would like to thank           
everyone for their support and also the Shop for making this           
possible.  

TDL 
 
Thanks to everyone who took part in the Advent Windows -           
they were splendid this time! A number of brave souls turned           
out for the walk on Christmas Eve in dreadful weather, again-           
thank you. 
Sadly no children entered the hidden letter competition. For         
those who are interested the answer was ‘ Peace on Earth and            
Mercy Mild’ from ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’. 

Diana Mitchinson 
 
The villagers of Stiilington owe a great debt of gratitude to all            
those tireless volunteers who help those who need assistance,         
particularly during the last year under the Covid restrictions.         
This covers all those who: work in the shop, deliver meals on            
wheels, visit their bubbles, telephone lonely people, deliver        
medication, the Covid support group; transport patients for        
vaccinations, shopping for the housebound, dog walking and        
dare I say it printing the Stillington News. Sorry if your group            
was not mentioned. You know where your reward is. 
 

 
   
     Stillington and District Community Archive 
The Archive is still working hard uncovering the history of          
Stillington, Marton and Moxby. Our website      
www.stillingtoncommunityarchive.org is being updated    
regularly on a wide variety of subjects. Newspapers are a great           
source of interesting stories. We come across some strange         
tales. Take this for instance.  
In February 1858 George Simpson, a 30 year old railway guard           
was brought before local magistrate H G Wytehead accused of          
abandoning his family to live in the Parish of Marton cum           
Moxby. It appeared that Simpson had been living in Worcester          
the previous year when he suddenly sold the family furniture          
and announced he was going to look for work in London. He            
left his heavily pregnant wife, Mary, very little money which          
she used to travel back to York. From there she took herself and             
her four boys to Marton, where she believed her husband had           
been born and had family living there. In this she was wrong so             
she became dependent on the Parish. After giving birth to a           
daughter Isabella, and with no sign of her husband or support,           
the authorities made enquiries. Simpson was discovered living        
in Worcester with a young woman named Mary Jane Sharpe          
who claimed she was Simpson's wife and produced a marriage          
certificate to prove they married on the 2nd January in London.  
On this evidence George Simpson was sent for trial at York           
where he plead guilty to abandoning his family and committing          
bigamy. He was sentenced to 12 months hard labour. 
After his release he returned to his wife. They lived in Marton            
for some years. After the birth of two more boys the family            
moved back to York, then to Manchester where George found          
work as a signalman.                                                      Liz Cole 

 
 

 

 

                              Weather Report  
Rainfall 
December was wet (104mm). Only one December has been         
wetter in the past fifteen years. However, the annual total, at           
712mm or 26 inches, was a little lower than average.  
January has continued wet. By halfway through the month we          
had had 68mm of rain or snow, more than the average total for             
the month. 
Temperature 
Unlike last year, December has been quite chilly. We had snow           
both before and after Christmas, but not, in Stillington, on          
Christmas Day. 
The coldest night was at the end of the month (30/31st), when it             
fell to -3.9°C. In “old units” this is 25°F, or seven ‘degrees of             
frost’. 
We do not expect much power from the sun in December. The            
solar panel output, of 80kWh, was just as low as in three of the              
past five years. 
The first half of January has continued to be cold, with frequent            
negative temperatures overnight. The lowest was -3.1°C on the         
8/9th.. Daytime temperatures have rarely risen above 5°C,        
though it did reach 8.8°C on the 11th. 
                                                                                                MT 

Parish Council Meeting 
The Council meeting was held via Zoom with Councillors         
Conway, Taylor, Cookman, Chairman Councillor Rowe and       
the Clerk Mrs Midgley present on Wednesday 6th of January.          
The full minutes can be found on the council website and on            
the notice boards. 
New Councillors 
Mr Tim Drew and Mr Robert Churton were sworn in as           
Parish Councillors. 
Parish Maintenance 
The pandemic has prevented work being carried out i.e. tree          
planting, annual tree inspection, and the pond project.        
English Trees will be asked to complete a survey when          
possible on behalf of the Graveyard Faculty. 
Planning 
One planning application was discussed.  
Two applications were granted by HDC Planning: one for the          
removal of a hedge and the other for a two storey house.  
Clerks Report 
Mr Steve Close has kindly volunteered to transport patients         
of Stillington Surgery for Covid vaccinations if needed. He         
was thanked by counsellors. 
AOB 
Dr Jones retired from Stillington Surgery after 33yrs as a          
partner.  We wish him a long and happy retirement. 
Next Meeting 
Wednesday 3rd February 2021 by Zoom video link. If         
anyone would like to join the meeting, please contact the          
Clerk Mrs Midgley 01347 810285 /      
stillingtonpc1@hotmail.com 
The minutes to be ratified as a true record at the next            
meeting on 3rd February 

http://www.stillingtoncommunityarchive.org/
mailto:stillingtonpc1@hotmail.com


 

 

 

Countryside Notes 
Sunday, 17th January. A bright sort of day after a week of cold,             
mist, fog, snow (though wet) and rain with accompanying frosts          
and ice, giving treacherous driving conditions. A good fire         
burns and the doors shut and goodnight to outside. The land is            
very wet and the Foss has been over, but not badly. I am             
pleased all the sheep are in sheds except the Ewe Flock, whom I             
went to see on Wednesday fairly late in the afternoon. They are            
eating fodder beet which they enjoy. I walked along the field           
and as I watched a fine Buck Roe Deer, about 70 yards away, I              
thought I heard a strange little noise, which I soon discovered to            
be a pair of new born lambs. The weather was forecast to be             
horrible, so a decision was made, the family must go home to            
be dry and safe. Mother followed her lambs as I carried them.            
She followed well, coming over the electric fence like a fearless           
hero. The remaining 178 ewes were thinking ‘where is she          
going’ and were quite excited, however, I walked away from          
their boundary and out of the gate. Pride cometh before the fall.            
Haven’t I done well so far; I am over the road, the hullabaloo             
behind seemed to be easing, then I looked back and two athletes            
had jumped the fence. It was black dark, before, with a lot of             
help, the two were back where they should be, and all the            
excitement was quelled. Laziness doesn’t pay. I had not taken          
the Rams out soon enough. As the ewes were lambed last           
April, they would not be ovulating. However, this one lambed          
last January, just 2 days later than this year so the diary says.             
Sheep, like many things in nature, have their breeding cycle          
controlled by daylight length. This ensures that the Hill Breeds          
do not lamb in January when there is little nutritious food on the             
hill and the Roe Buck and Doe will wait until May before            
dropping their kids when the cover is growing for concealment          
from predators. 
My knowledge of Moss is very limited and I must read up about             
these incredible forms of plant life, along with Lichens which I           
believe are related to Moss.  

Every year, I am amazed at the new green of these plants that             
seem to like the cool days of autumn and early winter to            
flourish in vivid new green in the wetter conditions when the           
undergrowth is defoliated and the light can reach it, another          
example of nature adapting to the environment. The shaggy         
moss that looks so good surrounding the hyacinths in their pots           
is at its best now. 
Of course, now the days are lengthening, we will see all sorts of             
movement in plants, trees, birds, etc. as each responds to          
warmth and light. The Hazel Catkins are lengthening and if          
some are brought in, the sideboard will soon have a dusting of            
Yellow Pollen. Perhaps, you could watch out for the         
development of Catkins on various trees and enjoy their variety          
of sizes, shapes and colours, for there is a big variety from            
Grey, Green, Yellow and the bright Crimson of the Black          
Poplar. We miss much when we don’t see the flowers on our            
trees, which will flower to mid-summer. 
A family of about 10 Long Tailed Tits are at the bird feeder             
daily. It’s a joy to watch them, and others, and what a            
difference to colouration the sun can make as it shines in a            
variety of strengths. Not only on them but on the whole           
countryside.  Enjoy that Variety. 

R&M 

 

School News 
Yet again we have found ourselves in a situation where our schools have to close their doors to all but vulnerable and critical                       
workers’ children. We have all been extremely saddened at the sudden announcement that has meant we could not welcome all of                     
our children back after Christmas. The fact remains though that keeping our children, staff and community safe throughout this                   
difficult time remains the most important thing. Our staff have been working immensely hard to deliver quality face to face                    
education to our critical workers’ children in-school and remote learning to those at home. The staff love meeting with the children                     
in our live learning sessions which are hosted through Microsoft Teams.  
 
I remain immensely proud of our staff who worked tirelessly to put into practice what we hope will benefit all our children as we                        
have gone through this difficult period. Most importantly the children of our schools fill me with absolute pride. Their resilience                    
and determination to make the best of this situation is second to none, both in school and out of school they continue to try their                         
hardest supported by their dedicated families. 

Sarah Moore 
Headteacher 

 
Stillington School Age Range Consultation – Update 

On 24 November 2020, NYCC Executive approved the publication of a statutory notice regarding our proposals to lower the age                    
range of pupils from 4 to 11 to 3 to 11 with effect from 23 February 2021. This gives a further four weeks - until 5pm on 8                            
February 2021 - for representations to be made. You can find details of the consultation or comment on the statutory notice at:                      
Stillington Primary School age range consultation | North Yorkshire County Council 
                                                                                                                                                                                         Corinne Cross 
                                                                                                                                                                                Chair of Governors 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/stillington-primary-school-age-range-consultation


 

 

 

 

Objects Of Interest No 8 
Each month we will show an “Object of Interest” in the           
Stillington area. An extract from Rudyard Kipling’s poem,        
The Elephant’s Child: 

“I keep six honest serving men.  
(They taught me all I know).  

Their names are:  
What and Why and When  

And How and Where and Who.” 

 
Can you spot the pigeon? 

Questions 
WHAT is the name of this building? 
WHY have the initials been placed there? 
WHEN were they put there? 
HOW are the initials secured to the building? 
WHERE is this building 
WHO had the plates/initials put there? 
Answers 
WHAT? The name of the house is Parkside. 
WHY? They are the Initials of a former occupant of the           
house. 
WHEN? In the mid 19th Century. 
HOW? They are secured by metal bolted into the         
brickwork, Known as anchor plates, to prevent a house         
spreading. 
WHERE? At the South side of Main Street adjacent to the           
wall of the Hall. 
WHO? Probably Thomas Salmon (1805-1878), who was a        
master brewer, maltster and farmer. He lived in the house          
from 1841 until his death. 
PS. There are a number of buildings in the village with the            
initials of their builder or their owner. An example of the           
latter is the “Coach House” on North Back Lane at the end            
of the Vicarage garden (look over gate). The initials JV          
are those of John Varey who was the Rector of Stillington.           
He died in 1794. 

 
     Written & researched by Robert Churton, Liz Cole 

and Grahame Richardson. 
Copyright of photographs, Grahame Richardson 

Stillington Gardening Club - February  
Winners Club 
Congratulations to the two winners of the January Draw. 
1st Prize £15: Eveth Harrison with lucky number 13 and her 
lavender 
2nd Prize £5: Sally Coomer with lucky number 21 and her Zinnia. 
 
Well done to the winners. It is not too late to enter the remaining              
draws, simply contact Robert Churton on 810513 or        
churton234@btinternet.com tickets are only £10. 
Herbs 
Feel the self-satisfaction when you add herbs to your recipes grown           
from your own garden or allotment. What a tasty treat! Not only are             
they easy to grow, you can grow them in your plots, garden borders,             
patio pots near the back door, window boxes or hanging baskets.           
Plant them in a sunny position, where you are able to enjoy their             
aroma. You will be able to start picking the fresh leaves as soon as              
they arrive. 

Rosemary: In cooking, rosemary is     
used as a seasoning in a variety of        
dishes, such as soups, casseroles,     
salads, and stews. Use rosemary with      
chicken and other poultry, game,     
lamb, pork, steaks, and fish,     
especially oily fish. It also goes well       
with grains, mushrooms, onions, peas,     
potatoes, and spinach.  

Spring is on its way 
This month there are signs of the approaching spring, with bulbs           
appearing and wildlife waking up as light levels and temperatures          
increase. There's plenty to do indoors this month to prepare for the            
season ahead. Outdoors, as the garden comes to life again, it's time to             
prune shrubs and climbers, such as Wisteria as well as evergreen           
hedges. 
Top Tips for February 

1. Prepare vegetable seed beds, and sow some vegetables 
under cover. 

2. Chit potato tubers. 
3. Net fruit and vegetable crops to keep the birds off. 
4. Prune winter-flowering shrubs that have finished flowering. 
5. Divide bulbs such as snowdrops, and plant those that need 

planting @in the green’. 
6. Prune wisteria. 
7.  Prune hardy evergreen hedges and renovate overgrown 

deciduous hedges. 
8. Cut back deciduous grasses left uncut over the winter, 

remove dead grass from evergreen grasses  
                                                 Written by Robert Churton 

  

  

Your editors are: Emma Johnson & Tracy Sinclair.  If you 
would like to contact us please do so using the Stillington News 

email. 

mailto:churton234@btinternet.com


 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Rural Communities In Yorkshire Celebrate 
100 Years Of Village Halls 

 
Village Halls Week 2021 recognised the      
contribution England’s 10,000+ halls have made to       
rural communities since the 1920s. 
The national campaign week - now in its fourth year – took            
place from 25th to 29th January featuring online events,         
videos, podcasts, and blogs showcasing the history of        
village halls and the benefits they have derived for rural          
communities over the years. 
The initiative was championed locally by Community First        
Yorkshire, a charity that provides support and advice to 971          
village halls found across York, North, South and West         
Yorkshire. 
David Sharp, Chairman of Community First Yorkshire       
Board of Trustees said; “This year has seen the marking of           
the Centenary of the establishment of the first rural         
community council (as the forerunners to the ACRE        
Network were originally called) in Oxfordshire, which was        
followed soon after by several others - with Yorkshire just a           
few short years behind. This was as a result of a new            
initiative by the Government of the day to support rural          
communities to get back on their feet after the devastation          
they suffered with the loss of so many of their young men            
in the First World War and presumably also the impact  

of the Spanish Flu epidemic which followed in 1919/20”. 
100 years on and Coronavirus has had a massive impact on our local             
halls and community buildings, with many having to close, or          
partially close and lose vital funds. The hall committees have had to            
continually keep updated with the ever changing guidance and         
restrictions, and put new policies and procedures in place for their           
halls, this has taken its toll on many of our members, so this chance              
of celebrating the great work that they do, the vitalness of halls to             
local communities and to showcase the history of the halls was a            
very welcome opportunity to shout about their importance. 
Community First Yorkshire support community buildings and       
village halls across York, North, South and West Yorkshire more          
information can be found on their website www.communityfirst        
yorkshire.org.uk. We also have a peer support group on Facebook          
for any committee member of a community building or village hall,           
which offers many valuable insights, tips and information on         
anything from funding to advice on insurance and hire agreements,          
as well as lots of coronavirus guidance at the moment. 
Managed by volunteers, England’s 10,000+ village and community        
halls support a diverse range of community activities from exercise          
classes to coffee mornings and are routinely hired out for private           
parties and weddings. Some host community shops and post offices. 
In a survey undertaken by national charity Action with Communities          
in Rural England (ACRE) last year, it was found that 60% of village             
halls provide the only meeting space in the local community. An           
estimated 50,000 individuals are also reliant on the use of village           
halls to make a living.  
                                                                  CommFirstYorks 

 

Stillington Village Hall 
Although Stillington Village hall has been closed for much of the past year, we have been able to open in a Covid secure manner                        
between lockdowns, thanks to the efforts of cleaner/caretaker Bev Whitwell and Health & Safety rep Bernie Smith. This enabled                   
us to host several meetings, yoga classes and some Heart & Craft sessions, all with their own risk assessments in place. 
 
Our booking for George Egg, the DIY Chef, has now been moved for the third time to September/October 2021, with two socially                      
distanced performances on the same day. Thankfully George is still keen to come. We did miss Pocket Panto and our own                     
Christmas Fair. Here’s hoping that we will soon be able to re-open, with a Book Sale and Coffee Morning waiting in the wings.                       
However, even with very little income and ongoing utility costs, finances are still healthy thanks to Treasurer Andrew Harrison and                    
a £10,000 grant from Hambleton District Council, which is anxious to keep community facilities open. 
 
The closure has also given handymen on the committee the chance to address some repairs and improvements, following some                   
professional work. Boarding has been attached to fascias facing The Green to hopefully discourage nesting birds and deter them                   
from flying into the building. Vents have been removed from internal doors which have then been re-boarded. Painting of these                    
and some of the wall-boards has also taken place.  The lobby and toilets were also painted early in 2020. 

 
Future plans include changing two windows in the main hall so that they can be               
opened to facilitate air circulation without needing to leave doors open. It is also hoped               
to be able to replace the fire door and main hall doors in the coming year. New                 
flooring for the lobby area is also approved. When we are able to welcome residents               
back, please come along and have a look round, even if you do not normally attend                
village hall events.  We are up for new bookings and bright ideas.  

If you have any queries re bookings, please contact Liz Cole on 810537  

Your Village Defibrillator is kept in the Church Porch Available 24/7 
*Remember: Call an Ambulance, start CPR, get the Defibrillator - it will tell you what to do*  

http://bit.ly/3h5ZXj4
http://bit.ly/3h5ZXj4
http://bit.ly/35ynQLO
https://acre.org.uk/news/2020-10-13-extent-of-rural-economic-and-social-benefits-from-village-and-community-halls-revealed


 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICES  
St Nicholas, Stillington 
Priest:   Revd Stephen Whiting       810251 
Church 
Wardens:  Janet Martin       822981 

    Jessie.jm158@gmail.com  
     Richard Mapletoft       811854 

    rmapletoft@outlook.com  
Although we are still allowed to hold worship        
in our church we have decided to suspend        
worship for the time being in order to        
encourage everyone to stay at home and keep        
everyone safe. 
You are welcome to join Worship by Zoom        
every Sunday at 10.30am. Contact     
revstevewhiting@gamail.com for details.  

The church is open for private prayer 
Wednesdays 2-4pm  

and  
Sundays 10 - 12 noon 

Please follow Covid guidance: 
● sanitise your hands 
● wear a face covering  
● leave your contact details 
● maintain a 2 metre distance from      

anyone who is not in your      
household  

You are also welcome to join Prayers for the         
Village by Zoom on Fridays at 4.30pm for        
20 minutes - please contact     
pricehm870@gmail.com 
 
St Leonard’s, Farlington  
Priest:              Rev Stephen Whiting   810251 
Church Wardens:        Sally Wright    878745 
                                       Richard Haste  878581  
                        richardhaste@btinternet.com  
 
The services planned for January were      
cancelled at short notice and there is every        
likelihood that there will be no services in        
February. They will resume just as soon as        
possible. The church continues to be open       
for private prayer and quiet time each       
Tuesday and Saturday, 10.00am – 3.00pm. 
On a happier note, the church looked       
wonderful decorated for Christmas thanks to      
the hard work of three Farlington supporters.       
We were delighted with all the appreciative       
comments we received. Usually, half of the       
collection at our Carols by Candlelight service       
would be donated to the Salvation Army. This        
year we had a collecting box for them on each          
of the church ‘open days’ and we thank people         
for the generous donations they made. A total        
of £130 was collected and all of this has been          
sent to the Salvation Army to support them        
with the valuable work they do. 

What are you giving up for Lent? 
This month brings the beginning of Lent, when it is traditional to give something              
up for the six weeks leading up to Easter. The idea of doing without something               
we enjoy is a reminder of Jesus’ temptation and sacrifice. Often we start out with               
the best of intentions, but by the end, giving up is exactly what we do. 
Over the last year we have seen many examples of sacrifice and dedication             
relating to Covid 19. People who have given up time to help others, done extra               
shopping for a vulnerable neighbour, gone the extra mile. We especially think of             
the NHS staff in relation to this, who have often had to go beyond the call of duty                  
to respond to the crisis. So many examples of people giving of themselves. 
As the lockdown continues it can be easy to give up hope and become              
despondent. But maybe our Lent challenge this year can be not ‘giving up’ but              
‘giving of ourselves’. Maybe giving time to reach out to a lonely person or offer               
practical help. To continue doing all those acts of kindness that we began at the               
beginning of the first lockdown. To share a smile with those we pass. And may               
we all focus on the new life of Easter with hope.  
                                                                                                   Elizabeth Cushion 
 

 

Methodist Chapel  
Minister:  Rev E Cushion          821460 
Stewards: Robin Jackson          810250 
                    Gareth Papps           810094 
 
We still cannot worship within the      
Chapel but we can Zoom with      
Easingwold on Sunday mornings or in      
the afternoon with the village chapels.      
Everyone is welcome. Contact Rev.     
Elizabeth Cushion on 821460 or     
Tricia Mitchell on 838569. 
 
We look forward to when our doors are        
open once again. 
 
 

 
 
 

St Mary’s Marton  
Church 
Contact:  Caroline Hunt 878242 

cjhunt.home@gmail.com  
                 Sue Whiting 810251 
 
As I am writing this, we have       
temporarily suspended opening for    
prayer sessions. 
This is to help us all focus on reducing         
unnecessary journeys and contact with     
people from other households. We     
look forward to opening up the church       
again as soon as it is safe to do so!  
Please just let us know if you would        
welcome any support, prayers or a      
friendly phone call.  
Do get in touch if you would like to         
receive a weekly email with worship      
material from Rev Steve as part of our        
online church community as 'Marton     
Friends'. 
facebook.com/martonchurch 
achurchnearyou.com/church/18888/ 
cjhunt.home@gmail.com 

200 Club 
1st  Ms C Pick  £50 

2nd   Mrs A Cobb  £20 
3rd Mrs B Jackson  £10 
Drawn by "our Ernie" 

mailto:revstevewhiting@gamail.com
mailto:pricehm870@gmail.com

