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St Nicholas Parish Church,
Stillington

Inviting all families

EASTER EGG

TRAIL

Easter Saturday 3rd April
Starts at 2.30pm  Finishes by

4pm
Solve the puzzle in the trail and

claim your FREE Easter Egg
and Easter Story

Children must be accompanied
by an adult

Please follow all the Covid-19
safety rules and think of others

Maintain two meter social
distancing

To participate - Pick up a
leaflet from the shop or from
2.30pm on 3rd April from the

front of church

Stillington Post Office & Stores
Owned by the community. Run by volunteers

We will be using a new till in the shop from Monday 5
April, so please be patient with our volunteer staff as we get
used to the new way of working
Good Friday and Easter Monday Bank Holidays - the shop

will be open
7 - 10.30am

The Post Office will be closed on both days

Please email contributions
for the May issue to

news@stillingtonvillage.org
by 21st April

Stillington Scarecrow Festival 2021
After a tough year, we think it’s about time for some FUN… and what better way than with

some good ol’ fashioned community creativity?
Introducing the 2021 Stillington Scarecrow Festival!

Save the date(s) and look out for more info on how to get involved, in next month’s edition of
the Stillington News (or on the community Facebook Page)

Better start CROWllecting some straw and CROWllating some ideas!?

mailto:news@stillingtonvillage.org


Thank yous
Denise and Norman Hugill of
Parkfield would sincerely like to
thank all their friends and
neighbours for their support, good
wishes, gifts and flowers during
Denise's recent stay in hospital. She
is now recovering at home.

Thank you to all and hope to be out
and about soon

Denise & Norman Hugill

Foodbank
A very big “Thank You” once again
to those who are donating food to
the Foodbank collection box, which
is located in the Church porch.

As you might imagine, the demand
for food, from those who are in
need, is continuing to grow and
your kindness is much appreciated.

ASH

Refugee Action York
Many thanks to everyone who
donated clothing, suitcases, bags
and cash to help the male refugees
who are currently staying in York.

Your support was much appreciated
by all involved.

WATER AID Jars of Change
Lent Appeal

Did you manage to give up
anything during Lent and save the
value for Water Aid?

Not having lattes, biscuits, cakes,
puddings and crisps is resulting in
£6.50 per week going into my jar.
Or maybe you would just like to
make a donation?

There have been some powerful
Water Aid adverts on TV recently
– clean, accessible water makes
such a difference to health and life
expectancy.

If you have a donation to pay, it can
be left in a sealed envelope or
plastic bag at 32 Parkfield or
handed in at St Nicholas Church
service on Easter Sunday -10am
Thank you.

Stillington Gardening Club News
Christine Shires has arranged a very good
programme for 2021 - 2022 with interesting
speakers. It is hoped that by September we
are able to meet again in the Village Hall. In
the meantime, Covid restrictions mean that
the AGM will take place via ‘Zoom’ on
28th April. It is felt to be preferable to
have the AGM: reports, discussion and
election of officers at the beginning of the
club’s year. Members will be sent details
nearer the time.
Plant Sale - 7th May 2021
Because of the Covid restrictions, it looks as
if it will have to be a virtual sale, like last
year which ran very smoothly. Members
will be emailed a full list of plants with
prices. These can be ordered online or on
paper. Plants will be delivered if they cannot
be collected.
Dennis North has 4 polytunnels and
greenhouses full of great plants which he
has mostly grown from seeds for us. So
please buy from your Club.
Some of the plants available are:
Vegetables
Aubergine, Courgettes
Dwarf Beans, Runner Beans
Cabbage, Cauliflower, Brussel Sprouts
Strawberries (Cambridge)
Tomatoes 6 varieties
Annual Flowers
Ageratum, Alyssum
Busy Lizzie, Cosmos
Geranium
Sweet Peas – 3 colours
Perennials
Hollyhock, Viola
Geranium, Everlasting
Schizostylis, Red
Ferns
The Winners Club
Congratulations to Jane Fish who won the
first prize of £15 with her winning ticket
19-Gazania and Moyna Maxwell-Scott, 2nd
Prize £5 with Ticket No. 12 – Dahlia. This
will be the last draw for this year..
New Appointments
In April Gelda Churton will be replacing
Nigel Marsh as Membership Secretary and
Helen Stainsby will be taking over from
Robert Churton as Treasurer.
Top Gardening Tips For April
1. Keep weeds under control.
2. Protect fruit blossoms from late frosts.
3. Tie in climbing and rambling roses
4. Sow hardy annuals, herbs and wild flower
seeds outdoors
5. Increase the water given to houseplants
6. Feed hungry shrubs and roses
7. Sow new lawns or repair bare patches.

Weather Report - April
Rainfall
The second half of February was less wet
than the first half, so the monthly total, of
59mm, was only about 25% up on the
average.
So far, March has given us a little rain most
days. The total, up to the 15th, is 22mm,
about average for half the month.
Temperature
The highest February temperature was
15.5°C on the 24th, during the mild spell
towards the end of the month. The lowest
recorded was -4.9°C on the night of
11th/12th, during a spell of hard frosts.
A bit more sunshine in February. The solar
panels delivered 160 kWh, but still less than
in the past two years.
In the first half of March we have had some
uncomfortably windy days but no
particularly low temperatures. The highest
daytime temperature was 12.7°C, on the
15th. The lowest overnight temperature was
-1.2°C, on the night of 6th/7th.

MT

Stillington Bowling Club –
Opening Day Sunday 18th April

Our village Bowling Green will open at 1pm
on Sunday 18th April for the 2021 season.
From then onwards, the green will be
available for play from 2pm every day until
the end of the season. Any games must be
played in accordance with the
government’s current COVID restrictions.

The Club House will not be open until the
restrictions allow for this to happen.
Membership fees can be paid at this time.
Details of possible competitions are not yet
available. Please check the club noticeboard,
facebook page or our website at
www.stillingtonbowls.club for up to date
news.

Our learning to bowl for new starters and
practise evening, social bowling open to all
will commence on Wednesday 5th May at
7pm and continues weekly all season. All are
very welcome.

Stillington bowling green and bowls club
house is located at the Sports and Social
Club, between the tennis courts and the rear
of the main club building.
If you are in need of outdoor exercise then
why not come along.

http://www.stillingtonbowls.club


Objects Of Interest No 10
Each month we will show an “Object of Interest” in the
Stillington area.
An extract from Rudyard Kipling’s poem, The Elephant’s Child.

“I keep six honest serving men.
(They taught me all I know).

Their names are:
What and Why and When

and How and Where and Who.

QUESTIONS:
What is it called?
Why is it where it is?
When did it get this name?
How did it get this name?
Where is it located
Who made it?

ANSWERS:
What? Harryfield Lane
Why? It linked Marton Church to Marton Priory
When? After the dissolution of Marton Priory in 1536
How? The Priory lands became the property of the crown so the
fields were Harry’s (Henry VIII)
Where? See map below

Who? The Canons of Marton Priory, possibly covering a
Roman track

Written by Robert Churton and Liz Cole

School News
It is with great delight that I can report that following our
proposal and subsequent consultation to lower the age range of
the school (to age 3-11) we have now received official approval
- with effect from 24 February 2021.
This is fantastic news for our school and local community and is
testament to the hard work of the whole school team and the
huge improvements we have made in our journey so far,
particularly given the recent challenges posed by Coronavirus.
With this in mind and in order to ensure we continue to provide
the very best education to our current pupils, and can offer
effective support for our new younger children, we will initially
be staging our nursery intake:
∙ Easter 2021 to July 2021, we will welcome pre-school children
due to start school in Sept 2021
∙ Sept 2021 to Christmas 2021, we will welcome pre-school
children due to start school in Sept 2022
∙ From January 2022, we will welcome children from the day
after their third birthday
Please do get in touch via the school office if you are
considering a nursery place for your child/ren or would like any
more information about all that our new Early Years provision
can offer.`

Corinne Cross
Chair of Governors



Parish council Minutes
The Parish Council meeting was held by Zoom with
councillors Conway, Cookman, Drew, Churton, Taylor,
Chairman Rowe, District Cllr Watkins and Clerk Midgley.
The full minutes can be found on the council website and
on the village notice board.

Parish Maintenance
Information has been passed to County Cllr Patmore
regarding an accessible pathway for Stillington Primary
School.
English Trees have completed their survey in the closed
churchyard.

Highways
NYCC Highway Department has assured the Parish
Council that North Back Lane will be resurfaced.

Planning
Three applications pending and one granted by HDC.

Correspondence
Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner Election to take
place on Thursday 6th May.
North Yorkshire County Council election is postponed
until 2022.
Last day for new registrations midnight Monday 19th
April.
Electors can request a postal vote- deadline date for
applications by 5pm Tuesday 20th April.

Information can be obtained via
hambleton.gov.uk/elections

All polling stations will be following government
guidelines re covid.

AOB
Members to discuss being involved in keeping parish areas
in good order.

Next Meeting
Wednesday 7th April by Zoom.  If anyone would like to
join the meeting please contact the clerk Mrs Midgely on
810285 or stillingtonpc1@hotmail.com

The minutes to be ratified as a true record of the next
meeting

Lockdown And Us
How is the “Lockdown” for you? What issues does it bring
up?
We have all had to live in our own household for nearly a year.
So it is no wonder we are feeling a bit strange, concerned and
thinking about ourselves.  Are these some of the issues?
Money. Worried about all the bills?
Education. Worried what effect lockdown will have on our
young?
Mental Health. How am I coping? Do I need to seek advice?
Exercise. Have I been lazy and not taken enough exercise
during lockdown?

Result. Inward looking at ME ME!
What have you done with/for other people?
How many of these things have you been able to do during
lockdown to help others? Well done if you have, don’t worry if
you have not been so lucky.
Opened up and spoken to neighbours.
Telephoned a friend and made their day.
Helped in any way, materially, spiritually or by making
deliveries.
Exercised by yourself or with a friend. Great to relieve stress
and keep in good health.
Reassured those who are worried or lonely.
Smiled when you passed by or stopped to talk to others.

“These are all about helping other people
What will you try to do differently after lockdown has
ended?
We have all got used to living in a different way, in our own
household, but there is a community out there that needs
material and spiritual help. If we can all do something it will
benefit us and our community – our team. Stillington has
always been a good community village. Maybe join and work
more as a team player in the community
Talk to neighbors, find out their needs and work out together
what you can do.
Engage,  finding the way forward together
Ask and listen, give support to others
Make it easy and fun by relating to experiences or stories

“Together we can achieve more.” “A team
is made up of people with varied skills and talents.”

BATA HEATING OIL
If you require any delivery of oil in April please let

Maureen Linton
know by

Thursday 10th April
email preferred: minsteryork@me.com

or 810082
Minimum: 500 litres

Your Village Defibrillator is kept in the Church Porch Available 24/7
*Remember: Call an Ambulance, start CPR, get the Defibrillator - it will tell you what to do*

mailto:stillingtonpc1@hotmail.com
mailto:minsteryork@me.com


Countryside Notes April 2020

Monday 15th March: What a wonderful
spring like day and how welcome. Even
though my right hand has not been good,
having woken at 2.30am to find I had a
very painful right wrist, that left me with
little more sleep. We had been given
some heavy firewood timber and I was
curious to know what sort of wood one
log, about 18 inches or half a metre in
diameter was; the bark was damaged, but
a good radial crack had occurred through
the centre. Of course, “Curiosity Killed
the Cat”, so I got a big steel wedge and
sledgehammer and set to work to split the
log. It was Applewood, sound and hard,
and a good colour from cream to yellow,
orange and red. It would make a fine
bowl in the skilled hand of a wood turner.
No doubt, my wrist was the result of
wielding a large sledgehammer; when
will I ever learn to ‘consider my age’?

This brings me back to a picture I had,
and still have, that used to hang by my
bedside as a small boy interested in birds,
for it contained 6 postcards of individual
Finches, the male dominant, the female
obscured and the nest with eggs in the
bottom right-hand corner. I knew all six,
even though two I would not see for
many years; they being the large
Hawfinch, that incidentally likes the
winter tree seeds at Castle Howard, seeds
that a very powerful beak can crack. The
other being the Siskin, one of the smallest
finches. It is often more ‘heard then
seen’ as it flits through Alder, Birch and
other winter seed-bearing trees, with a
continual twitter. This morning there was
a pair eating seed at our feeder and the
dark grey head and striped body with
yellow in it took me back to my old
picture.

But, rarer than that, about three weeks
ago, there was a little white bird feeding
on the stubble field. Unusual for me, I
stopped the tractor to get a better look at
it. However, it wouldn’t play the game
and every time I got nearer to it, it would
fly up in a soaring gait only to land again.
But its flight pattern and shape and
feeding posture made me think it could
only be a Snow Bunting. There were at
that time a few flocks of them on the
stubble fields along the east coast feeding
with other finches. These, along with
many other migrant birds, were driven by
the ‘Beast from the East’ right off course.
In local reports, there were a number of
recordings of Woodcock that had died
along the coast from exertion and
exhaustion, along with other migrants.
To finish the birdie news, last week there
were five Egrets in one of our fields, no
mistaking them at half a mile, being so
pure white. They must not have many
enemies to hide from.

The hedgerow flowers are appearing in
sheltered places and make themselves
known when the warm sun shines.
Walking round the garden this afternoon
there are many plants that have been
punished by the cold winds and will have
a struggle to get going again. However,
the spring bulbs are coming through and
looking well, especially the Dog Tooth
Violets and Bluebells planted last autumn.
Some Flowering Currant is opening, and
a Japonica flower is out and soon there
will be more.

Have you seen the Catkins on the Alder
in their brown and red livery and the
yellow gold Hazel Catkins? Look out for
them and others.

R&M

(Original Pen and Ink Drawing by EJ)

Your editors are: Emma Johnson & Tracy Sinclair. If you would like to contact us please do so using the Stillington News
email.



CHURCH SERVICES - April
St Nicholas, Stillington
Priest:
Revd Stephen Whiting 810251

benefice.admin@gmail.com
Lay Minister:
Margaret Price 811262

pricehm870@gmail.com
Church Wardens:
Janet Martin 822981

jessie.jm158@gmail.com
Richard Mapletoft 811854

rmapletoft@outlook.com
Worship in Church
We are delighted that from Easter we will
be holding services in church

Easter in Stillington
Maundy Thursday 1st
Contemplative service by zoom 7.30pm
Good Friday 2nd
Prayers at the Foot of the Cross
Outside at the front of the church
(please wear face covering and observe
social distancing) 2.30 – 3pm
Stations of the Cross by Zoom 7.30pm
Easter Saturday 3rd
Easter Egg Trail around the village with
gifts of Easter eggs and the Easter story -
pick up a FREE leaflet from the village
shop 2.30 – 4pm
Easter Day Sunday 4th
Easter Communion 10am
In church - (Booking essential - contact
Richard Mapletoft –
rmapletoft@outlook.com or 811854)
Sunday 18th Morning Worship 10am

The Church will also be open for personal
prayer every:
Wednesday   2 - 4pm
Sunday 10-12 noon - if there is no
service

For zoom invitation contact Margaret Price
811262 or pricehm870@gmail.com

Prayers for the village are now held
every Friday 4.30 - 5pm by zoom. If you
would like to join us or if you want prayers
said for anyone or anything please contact
Margaret Price 811262 or
pricehm870@gmail.com

200 Club
1st  Mrs W Walton - £50

2nd Mr R Lester
3rd  Mrs D Mitchinson
Drawn by "our Ernie"

Hope
This month begins with the final days of Holy Week and Easter Day. Last Easter we
were just going into lockdown – who would have thought that we would still be in
that situation a year on? But now there is light at the end of the tunnel as we have
been given a provisional way out of lockdown.
Easter is a time of new life, resurrection and hope. The cross and empty tomb remind
us that even in the darkest times, light and life will win. Some things we have missed
will go back to as they were before, other things will have changed. But in all things,
may we look forward with anticipation and hope.
I wish you all a very happy Easter.

Elizabeth Cushion

St Leonard’s, Farlington
After what seems to have been a very
long winter, we are pleased to announce
that we are re-opening the door of St
Leonard’s for public services.
Our Easter Day celebration will be on
Sunday, April 4th at 11.15 and will be a
service of Holy Communion and we hope
you will be able to join us.
Social distancing remains a requirement
which places a restriction of the number
we can get into church. Therefore, we
need to know in advance if you are
intending to attend –

please ring Richard Haste on 878581
or email richardhaste@btinternet.com

to reserve a place.
Other services in April
After Easter, we shall revert to our usual
plan of services.   In April these will be :
Sun 11th Shortened Matins

(BCP) 11.15am
Sun 25th Holy Communion

(BCP) 11.15am
Pre-booking for these services should not
be necessary.
Because of the requirement for the
church to be thoroughly cleaned after it
has been open to the public, opening for
private prayer will continue – for the
time being – to be on Tuesdays and
Saturdays only between 10am and
4pm
The Churchyard remains open at all
times and is looking lovely with the
spring flowers. Why not go there to
enjoy the spring weather and have some
‘quiet time.’

St Mary’s Marton
Church
Contact: Caroline Hunt 878242

martonintheforest@gmail.com
Sue Whiting 810251

Weather permitting, we’ll be having a
short celebration service in Marton
Churchyard at 3pm on EASTER
SUNDAY.
Please let me know if you are interested
in coming so I can let you know any
final details as we are rather weather
dependent!
From Thursday 8th April, we will also
be re-opening Marton Church for
personal prayer on Thursdays 9-12 and
Sundays 2-5.
Please wear a mask and use hand
sanitiser before and after entering church
or just come for a quiet sit or wander in
our churchyard at any time you're
passing.
Marton Church is too small to allow
socially distanced services INSIDE at
this time so we continue to wait as
patiently as we can until this is possible
again!

Methodist Chapel
Minister: Rev E Cushion 821460
Stewards: Robin Jackson 810250

Gareth Papps 810094

To add to the Easter celebrations in
Stillington we will be gathering (safely
distanced) around the Easter garden at
3pm to celebrate Easter together.
Everyone is very Welcome.
We look forward to worshipping inside
the Chapel in the future but at present
we continue to Zoom with Easingwold
on Sunday mornings and in the
afternoon with the Village Chapels.
Please contact Rev Elizabeth Cushion
on 821460 or Tricia Mitchell on
838569. Everyone is welcome to join us.

mailto:benefice.admin@gmail.com
mailto:richardhaste@btinternet.com

