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TABLE 
TENNIS 

An open afternoon is 
planned for  

Saturday February 24th  
1.30pm to 4.30pm  

in  
Stillington Village Hall 

 Anyone of any age 
interested in playing a game 

of table tennis will be 
welcome to come and try 

the sport. 
 All equipment is available 
and refreshments will be 

provided. 
  

  Community 
 Speed  Watch 
We are looking for more 
Volunteers to join in the 

Community Speed Watch 
Team 

For further information 
please contact either: 

Malcolm Rowe  
01347 810475  

or  
Bob Brown  

01347 810543 
 
 

Original lino print by 
 Emma Johnson 

 

   A Reminder  
for the Children of the Village  

Don’t forget to draw or paint your favourite book  character so 
we can put them in  

The Stillington News.  
Please hand your pictures in to the village shop by  

23rd of February  
Write your name, age and the name of your character  

on the back.  
Good luck and have fun! 

Please email contributions for the March issue to 
news@stillingtonvillage.org by 21st February 

 
              LENT MEETINGS - invitation to all  
St Nicholas Parish Church invites you to our popular Lent meetings.            

We have some good speakers and challenging topics, all on the           
theme of ‘A Christian response to ……….’. 
Visiting Speakers will lead us on a range of topical issues, with             

time for questions and discussion and a cup of tea/coffee 

A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO ……… 
  February 19th  

What the Bible doesn’t tell us  
Revd  Canon  Michael Smith,  Pastor, York Minster 

  February 26th  
Equal opportunities for women  

Revd Elizabeth Cushion, Easingwold Methodist Church 
  March 5th  

Young people’s values in today’s world  
Jonny Price, Youth Work Leader, Clifton Parish Church 

  March 12th  
Atheism 

Rev. Jim Roberts, St Michael le Belfrey 
  March 19th  
Homelessness 

Nicky Gladstone, Project Leader, Carecent, York 
ALL IN THE METHODIST CHAPEL STILLINGTON  

Mondays 7 – 9pm 

Pancakes at 
Stillington 

Methodist Church  
Pancakes, Savoury and 

Sweet 
Saturday 10th February 

11.30-1.30 
Tea and Coffee 

In aid of Stillington 
Methodist Church and St 

Nicholas Church 
 

The Shop / PO has a 
“Cold Calling  
Survey Form”  

for residents to call in 
and complete. If you 

wish to add your name to 
the list, please do so by 
Sat 17 February 2018.   
Please see the article on 

page  3 for more 
information. 

 
Village Lunch at the 

White Bear Inn  
Tuesday 20th February 

From:12.30pm  
£6.50  2 courses 
 £7.50  3 courses  

Come along and enjoy good 
food and good Company 

 

 
Original lino print by  

Emma Johnson 

 

 



 

 

School News 
Topics 
This term the Infant Class will be learning about transport. They           
will be having great fun discovering the different ways people          
have travelled over the centuries and how much those modes of           
transport have changed! 
The Juniors are studying the Ancient Greeks, in particular how          
Greek Civilisation has influenced the Western World. They        
have already discovered that Greek ideas have filtered into so          
many aspects of our lives, not least the very language we speak            
which contains several thousand words derived from Greek. 
Young Voices 
Billed as the largest school choir in the world, Young Voices           
2018 was a marvellous experience for our Junior children. At          
Sheffield Arena, they joined over five thousand other children         
to rehearse the songs and dance moves they have been          
practising since September. That evening, they took part in a          
concert, with a live orchestra, conductor, backing vocals,        
dancers and guest stars, singing and dancing to a packed          
audience which included their family and friends. It was         
memory making day, one that the children will cherish. The          
school staff are particularly proud of all the children’s super          
sensible behaviour throughout a very long day. 
Wrap Around Care and Clubs 
The school now provides before and after school child care to           
help working parents juggle their busy lives. This has proved          
popular, and hours have been adapted to fit in with parent’s           
needs. 
We also offer extra activities in the form of clubs. This           
half-term there will be multi-sports, sewing and birdwatching        
clubs. 
Interim Leadership 
We now have a temporary leadership team in place. Mrs          
Allyson Buckton, Headteacher of Forest of Galtres School, is         
our Executive Headteacher and Miss Charlotte Pipes is now our          
Head of School. Allyson has experience of small schools and          
knows about the challenges they face. Charlotte has been         
employed at our school for nearly ten years, and is currently the            
teacher in KS2, but has previously successfully taught in both          
KS1 and EYFS. She knows our children, parents and staff very           
well so is ideally suited to being responsible for the day to day             
running of the school. Mrs Steff Brown, from Forest of Galtres,           
has joined Mrs Rebecca Speake, to teach the KS1/ EYFS class.           
Steff brings with her a wealth of exciting ideas and experience           
for us to draw upon. 
Governors 
We need you! Our school is currently short of governors, and           
more ‘critical friends’ are needed to support the school. No          
experience is required as training is given. Please contact         
Charlotte Pipes at the school or email her on         
headteacher@stillington.sch.uk if you are interested or would       
like to know more about the role. Thank You. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Safe, fun, stimulating care from  

                         2 years of age 
For the first part of the Spring term we have followed the            
children’s interest in the cold weather and Winter. The children          
have had fun exploring the properties of ice and made an arctic            
sea with water and ice cubes in the water play area. They have             
also been building igloos using sugar cubes! We have talked          
about cold weather around the world; about cold countries, the          
people that live there and what the children think it would be            
like to live in an arctic environment.  
The children have also been learning about the animals that live           
in the Arctic and Antarctic and we would like to thank all the             
people who supported us so generously when we sang carols at           
the White Bear in December, the money given by them has           
been used to buy arctic animal figures and play sets. This has            
helped develop the children’s learning in this area which they          
have enjoyed very much! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stillington Playgroup is an independent playgroup feeding into 
several local schools, run on the premises of Stillington Primary 
School and open 9:10am until 3:20pm every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday during term time. If you would 
like to bring your child to see what we do at Playgroup you are 
welcome to visit together on Thursday mornings from 9:30am 
to 10:30am, a snack is provided for all children.  
Playgroup is closed for half term, week commencing 12th 
February. 
 
Contact: 07779 414226; www.stillingtonunderfives.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 1023684  
Ofsted Unique Reference Number: EY308489 

 

 

 

http://www.stillingtonunderfives.org.uk/


 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY  3rd January 2018 

Emergency Community Plan 
A draft plan had been circulated, agreed and forwarded to          
NYCC for ratification. A reply is still awaited.  
Telephone Box, Main Street (Mini library) 
After the appeal in the Stillington News a large number of           
books have been donated. It was agreed that an additional          
shelf is needed for larger books and B Smith agreed to           
investigate. 
Birds Mouth Fencing in the Village 
A NYCC contractor has now visited the site to assess and           
agreed they will replace 22 posts and mend rails as          
necessary on a 3-month priority order. They will not         
however, paint the tantalized timber posts. A contribution        
towards the cost of this is required from the Parish          
Council    
One-way System South Back Lane to Main Street 
Concern was expressed that traffic is still travelling down         
this lane in the wrong direction particularly from the         
eastern end of the village. It was felt that the signage is            
not clear and it was agreed to ask NYCC investigate. 
Salt Bin Old Bus Shelter York Road 
NYCC have confirmed they are not prepared to fill this          
Salt Bin. After discussion it was agreed that The Parish          
Council would purchase gritting salt for this Bin.  
Precept 2018/2019 
After a full discussion it was agreed to request a precept           
of £7500 for the financial year 2018/2019 (no increase on          
2017/2018).  

 
YOUR VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATOR 

It is the first anniversary of the purchase and installation          
of the village defibrillator which is housed in the church          
porch. The unit has not been activated in this time but we            
know that it has been taken from the church on several           
occasions before the arrival of the ambulance emergency        
response. However, it is reassuring to know that        
“GUARDIAN ALERT” (with whom the defibrillator is       
registered) have been contacted by the ambulance service        
after their involvement. Guardian Alert have made       
contact to check that the unit has been returned to the           
church, that the battery is fully charged and the unit is           
ready for use. Therefore you can be confident that the          
defibrillator is ready in an emergency. 

 
REMEMBER, YOUR DEFIBRILLATOR IS IN THE      
CHURCH PORCH TO BE USED ANYTIME, DAY       
OR NIGHT. 

What experience have you had of “Cold       
Callers” selling household goods on the      
Doorstep? 
Some of you will be aware of concerns with recent Cold Callers            
knocking on village doors: generally these are young men         
hoping to return to work after maybe a spell in prison or under a              
probation order. They usually have a hold-all containing        
household goods such as ironing board covers, dusters etc. to          
sell on the doorstep at over-inflated prices.  They claim to have           
genuine ID and a pedlar’s licence.  
We all regard Stillington as a Welcoming Community and until           
recently, I’ve been open-minded about these callers and have         
had sympathy with them & their future. However the last          
couple of times we’ve had Cold Callers in the Village, there           
have been reports of the young men being very persistent in           
their “sales technique” and not taking “No thank you” as an           
answer. The young men have been answering back, refusing to          
show their ID etc. They have also been knocking on doors when            
it’s dark.  
The police have received at least two formal complaints from           

Stillington residents. Cold Calling & Selling on the doorstep in          
this manner is no longer legal and ID papers shown aren’t           
always genuine. The Parish Council agreed at their January         
meeting, to have a petition/survey of residents own experiences.         
If there is sufficient response and evidence of wrongdoing, the          
village will apply to Trading Standards to become a “No Cold           
Calling Zone”.  
                                                                     Christine Cookman  
                               NHW co-ordinator for the Parish Council 

           Weather Report January 2018 
Rainfall 
The second half of December was a great deal wetter than the            
first half but, at 43.5mm, rainfall was only about two thirds of            
the average figure. 
After a wet start to the year, January has not been particularly            
wet; 28mm up to the 16th of the month. At the time of writing              
another batch of snow has arrived.  
Temperature 
It only took my speculation last month about the prospect of a            
white Christmas to give us the mildest Christmas Day for years. 
In fact, the highest temperature of December occurred on the          
25th, 13.7°C. The lowest was -3.1°C on the 10th/11th, but after           
the mild spell over Christmas, the overnight temperatures went         
negative again by the end of the month. 
In January so far, temperatures have been going up and down           
capriciously, mild spell followed by cold spell. The highest         
temperature was 9.4°C on the 7th, followed by the lowest,          
-1.8°C, the following night.                                                  M.T 

 

Your Village Defibrillator is kept in the Church Porch Available 24/7 
*Remember: Call an Ambulance, start CPR, get the Defibrillator - it will tell you what to do* 

 



 

 

  Quiz at the Sports 
    and Social Club 
The December Quiz raised a     
welcome £240 for the Under     
Fives. With two tables level,     
a tie break question was     
needed. The first person    
convicted of speeding is    
believed to be Walter Arnold.     
What speed was he doing in      
miles per hour? Christine &     
Alan Shires with Val and Dick      
Tregea (6mph) just lost out to      
Sue Shender, Betty Bainton,    
Michael Turvey and Jacob    
Gray (7mph). The answer    
was 8mph.  
Friday 2nd February Quiz    
is for the Friends of     
Stillington School. 
 

Stillington 
Wanderers 

18th Dec. walk was from City      
of Troy maze through    
Scackleton and Dalby.   
Snow-melt and soft ground    
encouraged a road walk from     
Newburgh Priory on New    
Year’s Day, eastwards to the     
Yearsley road in line with the      
old railway. Railways also    
featured on 15 Jan walk from      
Thirsk: around the racecourse    
to the East Coast mainline &      
Treske Furniture. Walkers   
then crossed the disused    
Thirsk-Ripon rail line & back     
over Sowerby Flatts with Mrs     
Pumfrey’s house, (of James    
Herriott, Vet books) still    
retaining the clear view to     
Hambleton Hills as the    
original owner, Miss Warner    
of Thorpe House,  wished.  
Next walks: Monday 12th    
and 26th February. Meet    
outside the White Bear at     
9.30am 

Stillington & Farlington WI  
January Meeting 

We started the year with a demonstration of FIMO. It is like Plasticine and can be                
moulded into various shapes and models. Our demonstrator Gillian Cosford showed           
various techniques of cutting, moulding, shaping etc. After the talk we all made a teddy               
bear. Some had balloons, some hearts, others stars but most had flowers. We started with               
a chuck of brown FIMO which we rolled into a tube and then sectioned off for head,                 
body, arms, legs and not forgetting the ears. Each section was then moulded into shape               
and the teddy put together. All our members had a go and we even had visitors that truly                  
enjoyed the evening. I think the evening was a hit and hopefully the rest of the year will                  
be as well.  
In February we will be showing the movie 'Suffragette' to coincide with women getting              
the vote 100 years ago. Please come along and enjoy this modern film depicting the               
struggle women went through over 100 years ago trying to get the vote. We will be                
starting the film at 7.45pm.  
Stillington Village Hall is our meeting place on the second Wednesday of each             
month. Everybody is welcome.  

Shirley M 

Village Hall Usage  
February 

Thurs       1st  
Mon        5th  
Tues        6th 
Weds 7th  
Thurs       8th 
Mon      12th  
Tues      13th  
Weds     14th  
Thurs     15th  
Mon      19th  
Tues      20th  
Thurs    22nd 
Sat         24th  
Mon      26th  
 
Tues      27th  
 
Weds     28th  
March  
Thurs       1st 

Martial Arts 
Prime Time 
Indoor Bowls 
Parish Council  
Martial Arts  
Prime Time  
Indoor Bowls 
W.I. -Film “Suffragette” 
Martial Arts  
Prime Time  
Indoor Bowls  
Martial Arts  
Table tennis  
Prime Time  
Village Hall Committee  
Indoor Bowls  
Bowls Match  
Gardening Club  
 
Martial Arts  

5-9pm  
1.30-3.30 
        2pm 
   7.30pm 
     5-9pm 
1.30-3.30 
        2pm 
   7.30pm 
     5-9pm 
1.30-3.30 
        2pm 
     5-9pm 
1.30-4.30 
1.30-3.30 
        7pm 
        2pm 
   7.30pm 
   7.30pm 
 
     5-9pm 

 

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank     
whoever it was who found     
my mobile phone and left     
it in the Post Office. I am       
so grateful, my whole life     
was on the SIM card! 

Pat Conway 
 

Space Etiquette for 
Dogs 

We Have had a request to      
make people aware of the     
following: 
* Never let your off-leash     
dog go up to an on-leash dog. 
* Lock retractable leashes    
when you see other dogs. 
* Ask before approaching     
or petting any dog. 
* Have compassion for    
people with shy or reactive     
dogs 
 

Your editors are: Emma    
Johnson & Tracy   
Sinclair.  If you would     
like to contact us please     
do so using the    
Stillington News email. 

 

 

 

 



 

                     Countryside Notes 
The 22nd January has given us a mild day and came with little              

frost in the night. There have been too many mornings with icy            
roads, preventing me from exercising my new knee, which is          
improving daily.  It is good to be without the arthritis pain.  
The new year has come with a wonderful flush of Hazel catkins             
and the Alder is coming along too with its catkins in the red             
waxy stage before opening to give yellow pollen. An Old          
English Alder will always have three seasons in its twigs,          
usually the catkins of this year, the cones of last year and also             
the cones of the year before. The last year cones provide seed            
that is sought after by Siskin and Red Poll, amongst other           
finches. So if you hear a lot of bird talk now and over the next               
2 or 3 months, search out the source of the twitter. 
 

 

                Original lino print by Emma Johnson 

On one of my recent walks, I was delighted to see three cock              
Bullfinches pecking at Hemlock stalks. They are such a lovely          
red, black and white colour, whilst the female's red is a dirty  

pink both show their white rumps when they fly away.  Our bird 
feeders have been busy with four sorts of Tits, many Sparrows,           
both House and their rarer cousins the Tree Sparrow, along with           
Hedge Sparrow, or more correctly Dunnock Accentor, and the         
shy Greater Spotted Woodpecker. The Fieldfares, Redwing and        
Blackbirds have been gobbling at windfall apples and last week          
a grey squirrel was carrying off an apple. The orchard is pretty            
wet, like most of the land, and a Woodcock has been seen            
around. They fly on silent wings and rarely fly straight for           
long, with their long beak pointing down. 
Today, as I travelled back from Malton, I was reminded of one             

of the mysteries of tree growth as I saw the trunk of a recently              
felled Sweet Chestnut tree at Castle Howard. If you have          
looked at the bark formation on a Sweet Chestnut tree, you will            
see that the deep fissures in the bark do not go up vertically but              
in a twist. I can see the advantage of a twist that is not just to                
the bark but the whole tree. Like a piece of cotton or a length of               
wool, the strength of the thread is with the twist binding it            
together. So likewise the tree will be strengthened by this twist.           
But, does a south facing tree really go round as the years go by              
in slow progress altering the facing of the tree through the           
points of the compass? Many of our tree species do this twist to             
some degree but maybe not so obviously. A plum tree in our            
orchard would have fallen years ago had it not had a twist in its              
half-rotten trunk. If you have been in York Guildhall, you will           
see how the roof structure is supported on massive Oak trunks           
from Garrowby Estate when the Hall was restored after being          
bombed in the Second World War. These long straight trunks          
have rotated on their bases as the timber dried out. I was            
amazed to see this 50 years ago. How wonderful is nature's           
way and always full of surprises for the observant, so look           
about you. 
                                                                                             R&M 

 

   Stillington Sports and Social Club - February 
Thur   1st    Bowls - St Cuthbert's v Boroughbridge       Home 
Fri      2nd   Social Indoor Bowls                       Home  2-4pm 
Sat      3rd   Football (U13)              9.30-11am 
                    Football League v Swinton             Home 2pm  
Sun     4th   Ladies Squash                        7pm 
Mon    5th   Sewing and Upholstery Class             10am-1pm 
                   Dominoes 5s and 3s v Black Horse   Away  8.30pm 
Wed   7th   Bowls St Cuthbert's v Hambleton                    Home 

Pool A Team v B Team League        
Home 
Fri       9th   Social Bowls                      Home   2-4pm 
Sat     10th   Dominoes  
Mon  12th   Bowls St Cuthbert's v Raskelf                Home 7pm 
                    Dominoes 5s and 3s v Gulshan                     Home 
Wed   14th   Pool A Team v Highwayman                      Away 
                    Pool B Team v Commercial       Home 
Thurs 15th   Cricket Meeting    8.30pm 
Fri      16th   Social Bowls         Home 2-4pm 

Sat      17th   Football (U13)                      Home 9.30am 
                     Football League v LNER                      Home 2pm 
                     Bowls Club Pie and Pea Supper            Home 7pm 
Mon   19th   Dominoes 5s and 3s v Mended Drum            Home 
Tues   20th   Monthly Meeting                        8pm 
Wed    21st   Pool Doubles Semi-Final        Home 8.30pm  
Fri      23rd   Social Bowls                                     Home 2-4pm 
Sat      24th   Football (U13)        Home 9.30am 
Sun     25th   Ladies Squash                        5pm 
Mon   26th   Sewing and Upholstery Class                10am-1pm 
                     Dominoes 5s and 3s v Blacksmith's Arms     Home 
Tues   27th   Bowls St Cuthbert's v Helmsley                    Home 
Wed    28th   Bowls St Cuthbert's v Boroughbridge           Home 
                     Pool A Team v Horse Shoe B  
Away 
                     Pool B Team v Horse Shoe C       Home 
March 
Fri       2nd   Quiz                                      8pm 

 



 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 
FEBRUARY 

St Nicholas, Stillington 
Priest:      Revd Stephen Whiting         810251 
Church  
Wardens:  Muriel Law                         810484 
                   Muriellaw1@gmail.com  
                   Janet Martin                       822981 
                   Jessie.jm158@gmail.com 
Thurs 1st    Prayers for the Village            9am 
Sun     4th    Morning Worship               9.15am 
Thurs  8th    Prayers for the Village            9am 
Sun     11th   Holy Communion             9.15am 
Thurs  15th   Prayers for the Village 
9am  
Sun     18th  Benefice Service at  
                    Stillington                       10.30am  
Thurs  22nd Prayers for the Village           9am 
Sun     25th  Holy Communion             9.15am 

St Mary’s Marton Church 
Warden:   Sally Coomer                      810891   
                sallycoomer8@gmail.com 
Sun    4th    Eucharist                                 6pm 
Sun   18th   Meditative Evening  
                   Worship                                  6pm 

St Leonard’s, Farlington 
Sun 11th    Shortened Matins              11.15am 
Sun 25th    Holy Communion (BCP)  11.15am  

Methodist Chapel 
Minister:  Rev E Cushion                    821460 
Stewards: Robin Jackson                     810250 
                  Gareth Papps                       810094 
Sun 4th      No service at Stillington  

                    Methodist Church 

Sun 11th    Morning Service conducted 

                    By Robin Jackson                10.30pm 

Sun 18th    Evening Service with 

                    communion conducted 

                    By Rev.Elizabeth Cushion    6.30pm 

Sun 25th    Morning Service conducted 

                    By Rev. E. Cushion at 

                    Husthwaite, a service 

                    shared with our village 

                    chapels                                 10.30am  

Film Matinee 
Wednesday 21st February 

 2pm at  
Stillington Methodist Church 

Everyone welcome 

 

  

                                             Church Meeting 
The Annual Vestry Meeting, followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting            

will be held in St Nicholas’ Church on Tuesday 20th March at 7.00 pm. 
The sole purpose of the Vestry Meeting is to elect Churchwardens for the coming               

year. Following this brief meeting, the Church Meeting consists of reports on the past              
year in the life of the church and receives the church accounts for 2017. It also elects                 
members to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) for the coming year.  
If you wish to nominate someone for the PCC please contact the PCC Secretary,               

Christine Pick (Tel: 810911), for the appropriate form. 
If you wish to make nominations or take part in the Church Meeting you need to be                  

on the church’s electoral roll. This will be revised between 19th Feb and 3rd March.               
The current electoral roll is on view in the Church Porch. 
If you wish to be added to the electoral roll or you would like your name to be                   

removed from the roll, you need to contact the electoral roll officer, Mr M. Turvey 15                
Parkfield (Tel: 810473), and return an application form before March 3rd.  
                                                                                 Michael Turvey (PCC Lay Chair) 

 
 

     ‘Love is in the air …’  
The heart-shaped boxes of chocolates      

and red roses that fill the shops remind        
us that as we move into February, it will         
soon be Valentine’s Day. This week I       
saw an advert for a supermarket that       
said ‘where love won’t cost the earth’,       
promoting special offers on flowers.     
These flowers and chocolates are so      
popular at this time because they are       
signs and expressions of love. 
February also brings the beginning of       

Lent, the time when as a church we        
prepare ourselves for Easter and look      
towards the cross. The cross is also a        
sign of love, the expression of God’s       
love for each one of us. The love that         
knows no limits, the love that paid the        
price. This love really did cost the earth,        
it cost God everything He had. “For God        
so loved the world that He gave His one         
and only Son, that whoever believes in       
Him shall not die but have everlasting       
life.” 
At this time when people focus on love,        
let us remind ourselves that God loves       
us, just as we are. 

Elizabeth Cushion 

SAINT NICHOLAS CHURCH 
ROTA 

5th Feb to 17th Feb 
 CLEANING  Mrs W Walton   

  BRASSES    Mr & Mrs J Ratcliffe  
19th Feb to 3rd March  

CLEANING    Mrs J Garrett  
BRASSES       Mr J Garrett   

FLOWERS 
4th Feb           Mrs B Milburn 
11th Feb         Mrs R Bresnen 

No flowers in Lent 
 

If anyone would like to help with 
cleaning the church or donate flowers 

in memory of a loved one there are 
spaces on the rotas for 2018. For 

further information please contact 
Adryenne Hope Tel. 811039. 

200 Club Results 
1st.  Mr R S Dodd - £50 

R.U. Mr G Pratt 
R.U.  Mr and Mrs J Haigh 

R.U.  Mr R Swann 
R.U. Mr and Mrs B Tomlinson 

 

 

mailto:Muriellaw1@gmail.com
mailto:Jessie.jm158@gmail.com
mailto:sallycoomer8@gmail.com


 

  

  

 

 


