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Of Snowdrops, Courage and Lent
As I was walking through the park this week, I came across a patch of snowdrops peeping through under the
hedgerow. These beautiful flowers are a sign of new life. They are one of the first flowers to grow after the winter
and an early sign of life in the gardens. The snowdrops are new growth after the bleakness of winter and give us
hope that spring is on its way. Over the next few weeks other shoots and flowers will come through and buds will
appear on the trees as nature comes back to life again.
And the snowdrops also speak to me of courage. They come up when it is still winter; the weather is cold, the
ground is hard with frost and there is still the threat of snow. But these flowers, even though they are so small and
delicate, still push through and grow, despite the wind and the cold.
This month we enter the season of Lent and think again of giving things up and preparing ourselves. Sometimes we
go through those wilderness moments when everything is bleak in our lives. But for us, too, there is hope, for Lent
leads to Easter with its promise of resurrection and new life. We are called to trust Christ, even in the dark and
stormy times. So as you see the snowdrops, remember to stand firm in faith, for new life is coming!
Elizabeth Cushion

Ministry Sabbatical

Dementia Forward, supported by The
Forget Me Not Friends

Wellbeing Café
for people living with dementia
Stillington Methodist Chapel
Main Street
Stillington
YO61 1LA
Every Tuesday Afternoon
from 28th February
£4.00 per person including soup and roll,
cake and hot drinks
 Meet new friends
 Join in activities
 Talk to trained Dementia Support
Advisors
 Peer Support
If you would like to join us or to find out
more please call 01904-692473

Dementia Forward Registered Charity
1148225

The Rev Elizabeth Cushion is continuing to offer our monthly
message, even though she is on sabbatical leave during
February, March and April. This is a mandatory arrangement
during the tenth year of ministry. Elizabeth is taking time to
study, reflect, worship and be renewed, in order to continue to
better serve her congregation when she returns.
Rev Chris Humble 01904 426483 and Rev Vivien Firth
01347 822697are providing ministerial cover,
Deacon
Corinne Brown will offer pastoral support.
TELEPHONE BOX MAIN STREET

Although we are still waiting for information from BT
regarding the purchase of the telephone box, suggestions as
to possible future use have been made – in no particular
order – move the defibrillator from the church porch, a book
exchange (replace a borrowed book with one of your own), a
plant swap and a floral display.
Any other ideas or comments on the suggestions please let
Bob Brown know (stillingtonbrown@hotmail.com, 810543)

W.I. & Village Litter Pick
Friday 10th March
Meet 2.00pm at Village Hall.
The more the merrier
Wear gloves; picking equipment will be provided.

Welcome to the March edition of Stillington News. Copy deadline for the April issue is Saturday 25th
March. Contributions by email with copies to both christopherpotter313@btinternet.com and
suehpace@yahoo.co.uk, or put in the ‘Stillo News’ envelope at the shop (with contact details).

Stillington Wanderers
th

The 30 January walk climbed northwards from Gilling
to the contemplative male bronze statue on the hillside
overlooking the valley to Park Wood. Does anyone
know its origin? The path continued through
Ampleforth College grounds, Ampleforth Village &
returned via Park House, now converted to a working
Autism Centre.
Possibly a record turn-out of 13 walkers for mid Feb.
walk from Stearsby to Rectory Corner, Seaves Farm &
back via Spellar Park onto Goal Lane.
Next walks: Monday 27th February, 13th & 27th March.
Meet outside the White Bear at 09.30am

Green Bins
It’s time to sign and pay up if we wish to have our
Garden Waste collected after 1st April 2017.
An identification licence will be received once
payment has been made & this will be attached to
the green bin to confirm the payment. Assisted
collections will be available as already received for
eligible householders.
If we do not wish to pay for the service, each of us
will be responsible for disposing of the garden
waste: either by sharing a bin with a neighbour;
composting or taking it to a Household Waste
Recycling Centre - our nearest is Flawith Lane,
Tholthorpe. There is no charge for disposing of
garden waste at these centres.
Tholthorpe centre is open every day except
Wednesdays.
For more information call 01609 779977 email
info@hambleton.gov.uk
or
visit
hambleton.gov.uk/newbins

Neighbourhood Watch
& Facebook messages
The Parish Council is responsible for
Neighbourhood Watch throughout the
village. All homes are covered by volunteer
co-ordinators who communicate relevant
messages to their group of houses and we
thank Fiona, Alan and Dick who will cover
the new houses off South Back Lane.
Stillington Village community facebook page
is for residents and visitors to share
information - past, present and future - about
Stillington happenings. Do have a look at
this instant form of communication.
Please keep aware & report any suspicious
vehicle(s) and / or person(s) at any time on
Tel. No. 101. For an emergency always call
999.

February Sports and Social Quiz raised
£251 for Friends of Stillington School (FOSS). The
winning team were Sue Sheader, Betty Bainton,
Jacob Gray & Michael Turvey.
The final quiz of the season is Friday 3rd March in
aid of the Football Club.

Squash Club Open Day on Sat 28th January
proved to be a great success with plenty of
interest in the full refurbishment of the changing
rooms, the new court floors and the chance to
try the game out with a free three trial
membership. If anyone missed out do contact
the Membership Secretary, Anne Rowlands on
810645 or visit the Squash Club website.

Stillington & Farlington WI February Report
Our February Meeting was a little different. We held a Needle Felting Workshop. Our Tutor arrived with all the
goodies, including wool, sponges and the all important needles. Everyone started with a sponge to place your
wool on and then using the needle you stab the wool evenly all over in the shape that you want it. We started to
make a broach each. Everyone had different ideas. The initial idea was a poppy, some were red, some peach,
and my iris ended up as a pansy. All the broaches were made to quite a high standard seeing as no one had
done it before. Many thanks to Mrs Abbey.
Next month we will be doing more 'Origami'. It will be the second Wednesday in March at 8pm. It is £3 for
visitors including refreshments. If you wish to see what we do in our meetings then please come along at
7.15pm. We are always looking for new members to join us.
During March we are having a Stillington Village Litter Pick, please come along to help. Details on the front
page.
Also in March will be a Book sale with Phoenix cards and the all important refreshments, held in the Village
Hall. Details on page four.
Shirley M - Stillington & Farlington WI

Parish Council Notes
EXTRACT OF MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1 st February 2017 in STILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Easingwold Library - The Clerk read a letter, forward by our County Councillor, outlining progress with
establishing the Easingwold Community Library, which will be taking over the library services in Easingwold on
1st April, when the NY County Library withdraw the service. It requested a donation from the Council towards the
cost of establishing the library as a community-run project.
M Turvey reported that there had been an eleventh-hour objection from the NYCC Library Manager at the loss of
floor space entailed in creating an extra office/meeting room. It had been decided to proceed with the take-over
on 1st April without creating this extra space and to
rely on the income from the Easingwold Town Council
Office and a newly created office for the Easingwold and District Care Association, in addition to the normal
library income from rentals and services. It was proposed by P Swiers and seconded by C Cookman that a
donation of £100 is made to the library and this was passed unanimously.
Development South Back Lane - Agreement has now been reached between with NYCC, HDC and
Daniel Gath on the replacement lighting in South Lane Back. HDC have now issued a Works order and it is
expected that the new Lighting will be installed by the end of February. The Developer will resurface the full
width of carriageway over the extent of the development. This work will only take place once HDC have
completed
On road Parking in South Back Lane - The Developer imposed covenants on Purchasers not to park on
private roads/share drives. Unfortunately convents cannot be imposed on Public Roads i.e. South Back Lane.
It is a pity that the road is being used for car parking as sufficient car parking within the development has
been provided.
One- way system South Back Lane - Following consultation there was no objection to this proposal and
NYCC are now in the process of obtaining the legal order to implement the changes. When these are
complete the necessary signage will be installed.
St Nicholas Church Yard Stillington - The Contractor is still hopeful he will finish the work on the
Head and Grave stones by March 2017,but this will dependant on the weather

Weather Report February 2017

STILLINGTON AND DISTRICT

Rainfall

COMMUNITY ARCHIVE

Rainfall in January was heading for a record low
until the last day of the month, when heavy rain
overnight added nearly an inch (23mm) to the
total. The result was a monthly total of 51mm,
not far below the average figure.

Temperature
The highest temperature in January (10°C)
occurred on the 10th. The lowest I recorded was 3°C, which was reached on several days.
February has again been relatively mild. The
daytime temperature reached 12.5°C on the 15th,
while the lowest overnight was -2°C, on the 5th
and 6th.
MT

AGM

Wednesday 15th March
7:30

In the Village Hall
Followed by a talk

‘The Rise and Fall of Stillington Hall’

Your Village Defibrillator is kept in the Church Porch Available 24/7
*Remember: Call an Ambulance, start CPR, get the Defibrillator it will speak to you and tell you
what to do *

THE COUNTRYSIDE
Where does time go? Another month gone by! And now
the shortest month is fast going and winter hasn’t really
come yet, nor February fill dyke. All to the good of this
shepherd whose flocks are enjoying this strange winter
weather. We may pay dearly for it as the ewes are a bit
fat and could be lazy when it comes to lambing time in
late April for us. Also they have not needed as much
highly nutritious feed and as a result their mineral intake
could be a bit low. We shall have to watch out. However
better it is this way than the other.
It has been reported to me that a red kite was seen in a
garden last week, no doubt one from Harewood House
where a reintroduction scheme took place a number of
years ago with much success. I couldn’t understand why
they were called red kite as opposed to the rarer black
kite, whilst last autumn when I saw one flying with the
sun on its back and it looked russet red colour as the
sun lit up its sheen on its upper rear parts. People have
also said how many blackbirds are feeding on the
remaining windfall apples at the chapel. As many as 30
or 40 have been spotted. The blackbirds I would think
are migrant birds from the low countries and will return
from where they came as spring approaches along with
the fieldfare and redwing. Also there are vast numbers
of wood pigeons about feeding on oil seed rape fields.
They have a very healthy appetite and attack the parts
of the field where the rape plants are small as they don’t
like wet feet and feathers so the crop that needs more
nurture is hit the hardest so they are far from a welcome
guest.
One morning recently a hedge sparrow had a lucky
escape from a female sparrow hawk. The hedge
sparrow found a dense area in a thorn hedge, where the
angry hawk could not penetrate. Then along came a car
on the road and disturbed the drama, luckily for that little
hedge sparrow. Incidentally it is not a sparrow at all
belonging to a small family of accentors, and though we
call it a hedge sparrow its more proper name is
dunnock. These birds lay wonderful deep blue eggs.

Book Sale
with Phoenix Cards
Village Hall
Saturday 18th March
10am till 12noon
Refreshments of tea,
coffee, juice and cake,
biscuits etc.
This is a joint venture between
Alne Cheshire Home and
Stillington & Farlington WI

A couple of nights ago it was damp with light rain falling
and fairly mild, a perfect night for the newts to show a leg
on the path round our house. There were about nine
palmate newts, out of hibernation for a while. They
hibernate under stones and against old walls in groups,
all intertwined. It’s good to welcome them. Probably if you
had been out on the road the frogs would be a “wooing
go” in a suicidal way. The casual driver would assume
that there was a scattering of old leaves on the road.
Many do get run over at this time of year and onwards for
a few weeks. The road is a good place to promenade or
to “strut your stuff”
It’s good to hear the birdsong in the morning as the
daylight increases. Frequently I see bullfinches, as I go to
feed sheep at Huby down a muddy lane, flitting about
amongst the hazel catkins. Bullfinches are a very pretty
bird especially the males with their deep red apple
blossom colouring and grey rumps as they depart making
them easily recognisable. Unfortunately orchard owners
are not fond of them as they wreak havoc among the
apple blossom buds
Watch the ever changing scene as spring comes
marching in “hopefully”! This is part of our wonderful
seasonal time of change, to be enjoyed.
R&MJ

VILLAGE LUNCH
White Bear Inn
st

TUESDAY 21 MARCH
FROM 12.30PM
£6.50 2 COURSES
£7.50 3 COURSES
ENJOY A GOOD MEAL AND
GOOD COMPANY

ST NICHOLAS FLOWER ROTA
LENT - No flowers this month
CLEANING ROTA
BRASSES
6th to 18th March
Mrs Clark
Mr Clark
20th to 1st April
Mrs Martin
Dr Martin
FILM MATINEES
AT THE CHAPEL
2.00pm
The next film matinee will be held
on Wednesday 15 March

STILLINGTON BRANCH – ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The next meeting of Stillington Branch Royal British Legion will take place on Monday
13th March 2017 at Stillington Sports and Social Club starting at 8.00 pm.
Anyone interested in joining the Royal British Legion is invited to attend. A service
background is not necessary to become a member.

ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH

ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH

Vestry and Annual Parochial Church Meetings
The annual Vestry Meeting, for the election of
Churchwardens, will take place in church on Monday 6th
March 2017 at 7.00 pm.
It will be followed immediately by the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting (APCM) to receive reports and to elect members to
the Parochial Church Council and to the Deanery Synod.
Nomination forms for elections must be received by the PCC
secretary, Mrs Christine Pick (Tel: 810911), before the meetings.
To participate in the APCM you must be on the church
electoral roll. The current electoral roll is on view in the church
porch.

LENT MEETINGS - dates for your diary
St Nicholas Church invites you to our popular Lent meetings. We
have some well known speakers and challenging topics, all on the
theme of ‘A Christian response to ……….’.
Visiting Speakers will lead us on a range of topical issues, with time
for questions & discussion & a cup of tea/coffee
March
7th

March
14th
March
21st
March
28th

April 4th

Zen Buddhism

Fairness and Justice: Job,
Jesus and the mystery of
God
Other world faiths
Fake news, shock news,
good news, bad news:
politics and citizenship in
today’s world
Trading fairly

Revd Canon Dr Chris
Collingwood, Canon
Chancellor of York
Minster
Bishop John Thomson of
Selby

Friday March 24th
BRIDGE LUNCH
Stillington Village Hall
12 noon for 12.30pm
Tickets £12.50
Tickets available from
Wendy Walton
Tel. 01347 810953

200 Club
Winners for February.
1st Mr L Tomlinson,
2nd Mr R Clark
RU Mrs S Coomer
RU Mr and Mrs R Little
RU Mr J Haines
RU Mrs C Price
RU Mr and Mrs Sherwood

Bishop David Smith
(formerly of Bradford)
- Rev. Dr Greg Hoyland
(formerly of York St John
University)
Margaret Price, Reader in
Forest of Galtres Benefice

ALL IN THE METHODIST CHAPEL, STILLINGTON, YORK

Tuesdays 7 – 9pm

Drawn by "our Ernie"

CHARITY QUIZ
White Bear Inn
Sunday 26th March
7.30pm

MARCH VILLAGE DIARY

St Nicholas

(VH

Priest in charge
Canon Robert Law
810940
= events at the Village Hall)
Vigil Mass Sunday
5.45pm
Church Wardens
Muriel Law
810484
Wed 1 Pool Semi final
Confessions Saturday 5-5.30pm
Janet Martin
822981
Commercial v Blacksmith
Website
www.stjohneasingwold.ampleforth.org.uk
Email:
Jessie.jm158@gmail.com
Castle v Highwayman
Cricket Indoor nets 8.15pm
Galtres Centre
Stillington and Benefice Services:
Parish Council 7.30pm VH
Thurs 2 Martial Arts
5.15-8.15pm VH
March 1st
Ash Wednesday Ecumenical
Fri 3 Quiz
8.00pm
Hunger Lunch at Methodist Church, Sherriff Hutton
Sat 4 Dominoes
8.30pm
March 5th
Morning Worship at 9.30
Mon 6 Uphol’y/Furnishings 10.00-1.00pm
March 9th
Thursday, morning prayer at 9 am
Primetime
1.30-3.30pm
th
Dominoes 5&3s v New Inn (away) 8.30pm
March 12
Holy Communion at 9.30 am
th
Tues 7 Indoor bowls
2.00pm VH
March 16
Thursday, morning prayer at 9 am
Wed 8 WI
7.15pm VH
th
March
19
Benefice Service at Stillington at
Thurs 9 Martial Arts
5.15-8.15pm VH
10.30 am
Sat 11 Dominoes
8.30pm
March 23rd
Thursday, morning prayer at 9 am
Mon 13 Uphol’y/Furnishings 10.00-1.00pm
Primetime
1.30-3.30pm
March 26th
Holy Communion at 9.30 am
British Legion meeting 8.00pm
Dominoes v Highwayman (away) 8.30pm
Tues 14 Indoor bowls 2.00pm VH
St Leonard Farlington
Wed 15 Pool A v Castle
Church Wardens
Louise Clark
811626
B v Mended Drum (away)
Sally Downing
878745
Archive Group AGM 7.30pm VH
Thurs 16 Martial Arts
5.15-8.15pm VH
Methodist Chapel
Sat 18 Dominoes
8.30pm
Coffee morning/Book sale 10am-12pm VH
Ministers
Rev Chris Humble
01904 426483
Mon 20 Uphol’y/Furnishings 10.00-1.00pm
Rev Vivien Firth
01347 822697
Primetime
1.30-3.30pm
Stewards
Robin Jackson
810250
Dominoes 5&3s v Old Black Bull 8.30pm
Bob Brown
810543
VH Committee
7.00pm VH
Yvonne
Murphy
811544
Tues 21S&SC committee meeting 8.00pm
Indoor bowls
2.00pm VH
Bowls match
7.00pm VH
Wed 22 Pool B v Horseshoe A
A v Castle (away)
Thurs 23 Martial Arts
5.15-8.15pm VH
Fri 24 Bridge tournament and lunch - all day VH
Sat 25 Dominoes
8.30pm
Mon 27 Uphol’y/Furnishings 10.00-1.00pm
Primetime
1.30-3.30pm
Garden Club meeting 7.30pm
Tues 28 Indoor bowls 2.00pm VH
Wed 29 Pool A v Horseshoe A
B v Horseshoe C (away)
Gardening Club 7.30pm VH

St John the Evangelist RC Easingwold
Priest

Website

Fr Leo Chamberlain
821295
Sunday Mass 8.30 & 10.30am
Vigil Mass Sunday
5.45pm
Confessions Saturday 5-5.30pm
www.stjohneasingwold.ampleforth.org.uk

March 5

Evening service conducted by
Rev Chris Humble
6.30pm
March 12
Evening service with Communion
conducted by Rev Leslie Newton
6.30pm
March 19
Evening service conducted by
Richard Andrew
6.30pm
March 26
Evening service conducted by
Rev Ian Hill
6.30pm
April 2
Bible study
10.30am
St Mary Marton
Services in Celtic Tradition
Church Warden
Sally Coomer
Email: sally@scoomer.freeserve.co.uk
5 March –
19 March –

Celtic Eucharist
Celtic Evening Worship

Baptism at St. Nicholas Church
Riley-Mae Simpson
12th February, 2017

6.00pm
6.00pm

