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Allocation of affordable homes on the Daniel Gath
development in South Back Lane
Housing Association, Broadacres, will set an “Allocations Open Day” for all interested
parties once there is a schedule for completion dates. Amanda Madden, the Rural Housing
Officer, will keep everyone informed including rent values.
Anyone wishing to be considered for one of the new affordable homes, as agreed in the
Section 106 agreement, will need to meet at least one of the local connection criteria:
Have lived in the parish for at least 1 year
Have a close family member that has lived in the parish for at least 1 year
If they wish to return they must have lived in the parish 5 out of the last 10 years
Be in full time, permanent employment with a business that is based in the parish or
taking up a full time employment.

Our surgery is named as
one of the best in the
country
Stillington Surgery has been named as one
of the best in the country as far as patients
are concerned. Out of 7700 surgeries
nationwide, Stillington was voted 6th.
The result is based on the GP Patient
Survey which is a rolling poll on the views of
surgery patients. It covers everything from
the trust patients have in their doctors, to the
attitude of reception staff and most
importantly, how easy it is to get an
appointment. Stillington received glowing
feedback. These results cover the period
January to September 2015.
Dr Peter Jones said ‘We’re delighted with
this result which recognises both the whole
team effort and the value of traditional
general practice’

More improvements at the
Sports and Social Club
Finishing touches have been made to the
new kitchen – with its inaugural use for the
“Sell Out” Burns Night on 22nd Jan.
Work will start next on the old kitchen which
will be revamped as a store and then it’s
the Games Room for new lighting, double
glass doors into the bar area, carpet and
decorating.
Special thanks to Dennis and Harold for
their continuing work on the overall project;
to the ladies and gents on the kitchen team
and to the decorating team who have made
a start on the social hall and old committee
room.

Pancakes!

Sweet and savoury, tea and coffee
at Stillington Methodist Chapel
On Saturday 6th February
from 11.30am to 1.30pm
In aid of Stillington Methodist Chapel and
St Nicholas Church

VILLAGE LUNCH
White Bear Inn
Tuesday 16 February
From 12.15pm
£6.50 2 courses / £7.50 3 courses.

Celebrating the Queen’s
90th Birthday
Thank you for the ideas and offers of help.
Crowns and Flowers will acknowledge the
Queen’s Birthday on Thursday 21st April to
Sunday 24th April. The Queen’s official
Birthday is in June: there’s to be a National
Service on Friday 10th June; Trooping the
Colour on Sat. 11th June and a Charity
Patrons Lunch on Sun 12th June.
Stillington is thinking along the lines of an
event showcasing “90 Years of Stillington”;
an illuminated sign; a Vintage Tea Party;
Food; Music and some Dancing over the
June weekend with some practising
beforehand.
Can we produce a “Horse related theme”
somewhere in conjunction with the
Windsor Horse Show in May?
Next meeting at the shop Wed 17th
February at 8.30am.

Welcome to the February edition of Stillington News.
Copy deadline for March issue: Saturday 20th February.
Contributions by email to (copy to both, please):
Howard Williams: howardw1151@btinternet.com

February 2016
General Knowledge Quiz
Sports and Social Club
Friday 5th January at 8.00pm
£8 per table, with supper included.
The January quiz raised £214 for Friends of
Stillington School. Well done to the winning
quiz team Ed and Peter Hope with Linda and
Ian Oxtoby.
February Quiz will be for the Stillington
Under Fives.

Neighbourhood Watch

We may have some gaps in the Watch Coordinators team. If you are interested in
helping, please contact Bob Brown, Parish
Council Clerk Tel. 810543.
Ring the Police on 101 if you see suspicious
vehicle(s) and / or person(s) at any time.
Ring 999 for emergencies

Closure on road to Easingwold
NYCC have works to do to Ings Drain
Culvert near the Old Timber Yard, Stillington.
This is at the crossroads between Folley
Wood and Galtres Timber. Traffic will be
diverted via Huby and Sutton on Forest to
Stillington.
The road closure is expected to last from 8th
Feb 2016 for approx. 5 weeks, weather
permitting.

Local Plan Consultation
Time is running out if you want to contribute
to the current Public Consultation, closing
on Friday 19th February 2016, regarding
where New Homes and Employment to
2035 should be based.
See: www.hambleton.gov.uk for the New
Local Plan details. A hard copy of the
document is available in Easingwold library
or at the council office at The Police House.
We have seen the dilemma that Easingwold
is facing with extra housing being forced into
South Hambleton because of a backlog of
approved housing developments not coming
forward as planned in Thirsk and
Northallerton. This pressure will remain until
those planned houses are actually built.
Here in Stillington and other service villages,
there’s nothing to stop a developer coming
forward with a plan to add houses to the
outskirts of villages. We could be faced with
additional houses being approved at the
Appeal stage well before any anticipated
Local Plan time-lines.

Sue Pace: suehpace@yahoo.co.uk
Or hand in your contribution to put in the ʻStillo Newsʼ envelope
behind the counter at the shop (please leave a contact name).
Photos by email, please, preferably B&W.

Weather Report
Well, Christmas was certainly spectacular. A
temperature of nearly 15⁰C and torrential rain. In 36
hours over Christmas Day and Boxing Day we had
67mm (2.6“) of rain. No wonder the Mill Bridge was
impassable and various properties flooded. Other parts
of the country have suffered severe floods, but
Stillington, too, has its moments!
Rainfall
The total rainfall for December was 114.5mm. This is
getting on for twice the average figure, although 2012
was almost as wet, with 103mm.
January has started off in the same vein. With 53mm in
the first sixteen days we are well on the way towards
the average January figure of 59mm.
Temperature
December was unusually mild. The highest temperature I
recorded was 18.1⁰C on Dec 19th. The lowest overnight
temperature was 1.8⁰C on the 13th and 14th. However,
there were five days in the middle of the month when the
overnight temperature did not fall below 10⁰C.
Sunshine, on the other hand, was in short supply. So
much so that I wrote on the calendar “sunny!” on the 23rd.
The output of my solar panels has been lower than I can
remember in both November and December.
MT

Women’s
Institute
Our New Year Programme
started with a party at a
member’s house with pictures
of Santas, quizzes and looking
at newspapers (you needed to be there). A good
time was had by all and it ended with a
scrumptious supper. Thank you to Christine. Our
numbers have now grown by three.
This year we have a mix of Caving, Lifeboats,
Treasurers House, Origami Demonstrations and
Suppers. Not to forget a Tour of a Workhouse,
Letters from another Era, Organ Donation and a
few Parties. We are also going to see a hive of
bees .... 'Up Close'. Our WI meets at the Village
Hall on the second Wednesday of each month.
Please come along and join us. If you just want to
join us for one talk it's £3 including refreshments.
This years craft project is knitting Story Sacks for
Stillington School, if anyone has any donations of
wool or would like to help our knitters then please
contact Shirley 810614.
I would also like to make an appeal on behalf of
Stillington & Farlington WI to help us collect for 2
charities: Arclight (Ladies) and IDAS (Ladies
Refuge). We are asking for handbags that we can
fill with useful items. The list is long but even if you
can help with 2 or 3 items, everything helps. Items
needed are new socks, new underpants / new
knickers, hats, scarves, gloves, toothbrush/
toothpaste, shampoo/shower gels, deodorant,
disposable razors and sanitary wear.
These are the most important things for them but
they have also asked for new nighties/PJ's,
childrens socks/tights and second hand clothes for
ladies and children of all ages (girls and boys). No
men.s. Finally they have an emergency food
cupboard that always needs replenishing with rice,
pasta, sauces and beans toilet rolls and bin bags.
That just about covers it. Please help with our
appeal and I am more than happy to collect.
However large or small your donation is IT ALL
HELPS. Contact Shirley 810614.
Shirley M Stillington & Farlington WI

Stillington Wanderers
It’s basically been road walks for January with the fields and
footpaths still saturated from the rain.
4th Jan. from Crayke up Rookery Lane with the massive solar
roof coverage at Rose Cottage Farm and into Chesler-Pit Lane
with views across to Easingwold and the crane landmark of the
McCarthy & Stone development on Stillington Road and the
opposite view over to the Howardian Hills above Brandsby.
18th Jan. walk was from Newburgh Priory along the Colley
Broach Road which runs parallel to the disused railway. Possibly a record turnout with
12 walkers; safely by-passing a morning “shoot” and a heron, swans and geese
amongst the ponds and new plantings along the route.
Next walks are 1st, 15th and 29th February . Meet outside the White Bear at 09.30.

Parish Council Notes

Extract of Minutes from Meeting held on 6th January
in Stillington Village Hall
(A full set of the Minutes can be seen at the Post Office And Notice Board)
St Nicholas Church Yard Stillington
Tenders had been received from two of the three local firms. It was agreed to await receipt of
the third estimate before deciding who should be award the contract. The PCC were to be
asked whether they would be willing to make a contribution to the cost.
Inspection Of Trees
Planning permission has now been received and it is expected the work to the trees will
commence in mid January.
Development South Back Lane
Daniel Gath anticipated that the affordable units would be completed as follows:
Plots 1-4 end of April 2016; Plots 12-14 mid June; Plots 15-17 mid July.
These dates are provisional and subject to weather etc.
Road around the Green
T Richards reported that the road around the Green was in very poor condition with a number of
large potholes. He asked whether there were plans for repair. It was confirmed that it was the
intention to undertake the repair and provision would be made in the 2016/2017 precept. It was
agreed to ask the residents around the Green to make a contribution to the cost.
Harryfield Lane
NYCC have started work on Harryfield Lane.

Thank you from Stillington Mill
As many people will be aware Stillington Mill, along with several other properties in
the area, was subject to severe flooding on Christmas Day and Boxing Day. Many
people have told us this is the worst flooding the village has ever seen!
We are currently three families living at The Mill (including a 2 year old and a dog), so
the flood had a major impact on us. We all had to move out to various places for 5
days. We are now back but will be operating with limited facilities for weeks to come.
We wanted to write to thank the village for the huge support that we received. We
moved to Stillington just over a year ago and its reputation for being a friendly village
was one of the major draws. This reputation was certainly backed up by many actions
from individuals and families, some who were existing friends and many strangers
who have become new friends. People have given us accommodation, food, washing
facilities, help clearing up, dog care and cakes, along with many other offers of
kindness. We thank you all sincerely for your support.
We also need to properly thank the amazing Easingwold Fire Service who worked
tirelessly on Christmas night and Boxing Day to protect us and The Mill. Without their
skill and professionalism our situation would have been far worse. This was their
Christmas also and they spent it rescuing us!
We hope to be back to normal by Spring, and are exploring ways to further protect the
property should anything similar occur in the future!
Many, many thanks to all concerned
The Wrights, The Flanagan-Wrights, The Ollives and Baggins the dog.

St Nicholas Church
Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting
The annual Vestry Meeting, for the election of Churchwardens, will take place in
church on Monday 7th March at 7.00 pm. It will be followed by the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting to receive reports and elect members to the Parochial Church
Council.
Nominations for elections must be received by the PCC secretary, Alan Hetherington
(Tel: 810373), before the meetings. To participate in the APCM you must be on the
church electoral roll which may be viewed in the church porch. Anyone new to the
village or who would like to be added to the roll should apply to the electoral roll
officer, Michael Turvey (Tel: 810473), for a form to be returned before 20th February.

In the Countryside

by hunting people: Jean’s covert that was recently felled just outside
Sutton on the Forest on the York road was a cover where a certain Jean
met with an accident. Brocklesby, another covert just north of Stillington
was associated with Brock the badger. Two soldiers met on the front in
World War 1. They looked at one another, before one of them said
“Farlington High Covert”. Then they shared their
memories of a run in Farlington Vale. I know that
hunting has a bad press in our modern day, but our
countryside has inherited a richness and diversity
that we must be thankful for. Another debatable
subject that does not go away.

January 19th. The days are beginning to lengthen slowly but surely, the
cold has indeed strengthened even though the frost and ice has not been
very severe. Our grandson had hoped to see snow, but has only seen a
few flakes and granddad says that is enough (old softie). The land is
very wet still after the colossal amounts of rain that we have had. A
period of good frost would help to get rid of some of the surface
water as the land expands under the frost so allowing water to get
down into the lower reaches of the soil. The older farmers will
remember how the farm calendar was to get the clay or heavy land
However as the undergrowth dies back we find that
ploughed before Christmas so that the frost would work its miracle
there is a whole raft of new growth now light is
of breaking up the most difficult soils to a fine tilth that would take
getting down to the ground. I see the colonies of
little harrowing in the drying March winds, ready for the sowing of
celandine: green shiny leaves reappearing ready for
seed. This tilth is called a “Frost Mould”, and this work of the
the profusion of shiny yellow flowers. The primroses
elements made easy work for man and machine, and of course the
and violets are down there too, propelled by the
poor old horse. Now when most seed time is done in the Autumn with
light to fulfil their calling before the nettle and
Celandine
a different horsepower we are not as dependent upon the ways of
briars take over. However I also like to see the way
nature. There is no doubt a chance for debate on this whole subject,
that mosses and lichens are there as well, some to be taken to surround
where power competes with nature’s gentler ways.
the bulb pots on the sideboard, some already dusted with pollen from the
The warmer weather does not break down the undergrowth in the un-used
areas of land. Jorrocks was excited when the dahlias were blacked off by
the frost, knowing that his hounds would have more open access to hunt
their fox in the dense fox coverts of the 19th century. Surtees, a
passionate hunting man who wrote the John Jorrocks humorous books, like
many of his contemporaries put an awful lot of time and resource into
reshaping the English landscape in its patchwork blend of fields and
woods, believing they were here to preserve the flora and fauna that
surrounded them. We have inherited so much from their efforts within
our countryside. Many of our woods have names that were given to them

Stillington Under Fives
Who we are. What we do.

What is Stillington Under Fives?
Stillington Under Fives is made up of two groups: a Toddler Group
(0 – school age) which meets in the village hall, and a Playgroup (2
– school age) which is based at the village school, although it is a
separate entity from the school.
Who runs Stillington Under Fives?
The Playgroup is managed by Vivienne Cooper, with deputy Claire
Bramwell and a team of assistants. Vivienne is a very experienced
childcare practitioner who has led the Playgroup since 2010. Claire
is the dedicated Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator with many
years’ experience. The committee comprises: Chair Jamie Kerslake
(soon stepping down), Becky Copley (incoming Chair), Emma
Manson (Secretary) and Claire Mitchell (Treasurer). All have children
at the Playgroup and/or school and donate their time to help run the
group.
Who is eligible to join Under Fives?
The Toddler Group is open to any child up to school age and runs
every Friday 10:00 - 11.30 during term time. There is a small fee to
help cover the cost of the hall and to provide a drink and a snack.
Newcomers are always given a warm welcome, and if you are new

hazel catkins. I know little about mosses and lichens although I have
linked them together in ignorance, for the book tells me they are
separate groups of fauna. The lichens are a mix of fungi and algae and
come in many forms: some grow on rocks and roofs, others on vegetation,
while others prefer earth and damp water courses, like the lungwort, a
green leaved plant that grows on the north side of a water bank, covering
the earth or stone in a fascinating way.

Well there is so much to see and information to learn and the wheel of
the seasons is turning upwards. Follow and watch it and learn how rich you
are.
R & MJ

to the area the Toddler Group is a fantastic way to meet other
families and make new friends.
The Playgroup is open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:15
– 15:15 and children are eligible to join from their second birthday.
What kinds of things do you do?
The Playgroup is a lively, inclusive and fun place for children to
learn. The activities are planned in two week blocks. This term the
children have been exploring different forms of water, and the roleplay area is currently set up as a puppet show. A good proportion of
the activities are child-led and reflect the children's changing
interests. This year there will be visits from the police, the fire
service, and a bird handler who flies his owls in the classroom!
Is it all play?
Active play is the primary way in which children learn! There are
plenty of ways for children to explore their imaginations at Playgroup
with the role-play area, outside play area with a large sandpit, and
various activities planned by the staff each week.
How many children are enrolled and are there spaces?
There are 15 children enrolled currently: the small setting means the
atmosphere is personal and relaxed with all staff getting to know the
children really well. There are spaces available, please contact the
playgroup manager Vivienne Cooper (contact details below) to
discuss a place for your child. The Playgroup accepts childcare
vouchers and is part of North Yorkshire's Early Years Development
and Childcare Partnership which means that children aged 3 and
over are eligible for 15 free hours of government funded childcare.
How is the group financed and what do families pay to attend?
The Under Fives is a charity funded mainly by the fees, fundraising
activities (such as our Christmas Fair), and grants/donations
received. Fees are currently £9.50 per session (there are two
sessions per day; morning and afternoon) with the morning session
including lunch for an additional £2. Hot lunches are provided by the
school, which is a great benefit of being within the school grounds.
What does the future hold?
We hope to welcome new faces to both the Toddler Group and
Playgroup with the building of new houses on South Back Lane
bringing more young families into the village.
For more information about Toddler Group, contact Becky Copley on
01347 811396 or email: beckycopley@hotmail.co.uk.
For Playgroup, contact Vivienne Cooper on 07790 511014.
Or visit our website: www.stillingtonunderfives.org.uk

VILLAGE DIARY
(VH = Events at the Village Hall)
FEBRUARY
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

1 Garden Club meeting 7.30pm
Dominoes bye
2 Indoor bowls 2.00pm VH
Bowls match 7.00pm VH
3 Pool B v Horseshoe D, A v Mended Drum (away)
Parish Council 7.30pm VH
4 Sewing class 9.00am-3.00pm
Martial arts 5.15-8.15pm VH
5 Quiz 8.00pm
Baby and toddler group 10.00am VH
6 Football Beckett League 2.00pm
Dominoes
Musicality and dynamics 7.30pm VH
7 Football U19 v Dringhouses
8 Dominoes 5&3s v Mended Drum

Tues

9 Indoor bowls 2.00pm VH
Parochial Church Council 7.00pm VH
Wed 10 Pool B v Castle, A v Horseshoe A (away)
WI 7.15pm VH
Thurs 11 Sewing class 9.00am-3.00pm
Martial arts 5.15-8.15pm VH
Fri
12 Baby and toddler group 10.00am VH
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

13 Football Beckett League 2.00pm
Martial arts all day VH
14
15 Dominoes 5&3s v New Inn (away)
VH Committee 7.00pm VH
16 Monthly meeting 8.00pm
Indoor bowls 2.00pm VH
17 Pool A v B

Thurs 18 Sewing class 9.00am-3.00pm
Martial arts 5.15-8.15pm VH
Fri
19
Sat

Rev. Elizabeth Cushion
Robin Jackson
Bob Brown
Sally Gall
Yvonne Murphy

 821460
 810250
 810543
 810374
 811544

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST RC EASINGWOLD

Fr. Leo Chamberlain  821295
8.30am & 10.30am
5.45pm Saturday
5.00—5.30pm Saturday
www.stjohneasingwold.ampleforth.org.uk

ST. NICHOLAS
Priest in Charge:
Church Wardens
:

Canon Robert Law
 810940
Muriel Law
 810484
Janet Martin
 822981
email: jessie.jm158@gmail.com
Stillington and Benefice Services:
Feb 4 / 11 / 18 / 25 Prayers for the Village
9.00am
Feb 7
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Feb 14 Holy Communion Traditional
9.30am
Feb 21 Benefice Family Eucharist at Sutton
10.30am
Feb 28 Holy Communion Common Worship
9.30am
Messy Church in Sheriff Hutton
Methodist Church
4.30pm

ST. MARY MARTON

Services in a Celtic Tradition
Church
Sally Coomer
 810891
Warden:
email: sally@scoomer.freeserve.co.uk
Feb 7
Celtic Eucharist
6.00pm
Feb 21 Celtic Evening Worship
6.00pm
ST. LEONARD FARLINGTON
Church
Louise Clark
Wardens
Sally Downing
Feb 14 Shortened Matins
Feb 28 Holy Communion BCP

Tues

23 Indoor bowls 2.00pm VH

Wed

24 Pool Team KO 8.30pm
Garden club 7.30pm VH
Thurs 25 Sewing class 9.00am-3.00pm
Martial arts 5.15-8.15pm VH
Fri
26 Baby and toddler group 10.00am VH
Sat
Sun

27 Football Beckett League 2.00pm
Dominoes
28

Mon

29 Dominoes 5&3s v White Bear (away)

Tues 1 MarIndoor
2016 bowls 2.00pm VH
Wed
Thurs

2 Pool A v Blacksmiths, B v Horseshoe (away)
Parish Council 7.30pm VH
3 Martial arts 5.15-8.15pm VH

1st Prize £30: Mr P Haynes
2nd Prize £10: Mrs W Walton, Mrs P Conway
Runners-Up £6:
Mrs A du Boulay, Mr J Pollack, Mr S Styles,
Mrs V Hartley, Mrs M Chapman
Drawn by "Our Ernie"

Services & Preachers
Feb 7
Bible study led by Mr Robin Jackson
10.30am
Feb 14 Evening service conducted by Rev Chris
Humble
6.30pm
Feb 21 Evening service conducted by Mr Vic Paylor
6.30pm
Feb 28 Evening service with Communion conducted by
Rev Elizabeth Cushion
6.30pm
Mar 6
Bible study led by Mr Robin Jackson
10.30am
Priest:
Sunday Mass:
Vigil Mass:
Confessions:
Website:

22 Dominoes 5&3s v Old Black Bull

St Nicholas 200 Club

CHURCH SERVICES
Minister:
Stewards:

21

Mon

20 Football Beckett League 2.00pm
Dominoes
Bowls pie and pea supper 7.00pm

FILM MATINEE
– at the Chapel –
Wednesday 24 February 2.00pm
Everyone welcome.

METHODIST CHAPEL

Sun

811626
878745

11.15am
11.15am

St Nicholas Church

extends a warm welcome to everyone
to join us for our
Lent Meetings:
“A Christian response to …….”
Visiting speakers will lead us on a
range of topical issues:
Thursday 18 February
THE CHALLENGE OF
SECULARISATION
Revd Dr Greg Hoyland
Thursday 25 February
CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE
ENVIRONMENT
Margaret Price
Thursday 3 March – to be confirmed
Thursday 10 March
REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS
Ven. Sarah Bullock, Archdeacon of
York
Thursday 17 March
END OF LIFE CARE
Revd Dr Carolyn Henson
We will meet in the Methodist Chapel,
Main Street, Stillington,
7 – 9pm

Sunday 28 February
4.30pm-6.30pm
Sheriff Hutton Methodist
Church YO60 6SH
Friends, food, fun and faith for the
whole family - including tea-time!

Everyone very welcome!
Our theme will be: “God’s love ”
All children must be accompanied by an
adult.

St Nicholas
Feb 8 – 20

CHURCH CLEANING

Feb 22 – Mar 5

Mrs J Thompson & Mrs C
Cookman
Mrs P Bisset & Mrs M
North

FLOWER ROTA

Feb 7
Feb 14/21/28

Mr N Pattison
Lent

‘Love is in the air …’
The heart-shaped boxes of chocolates and red roses that fill the shops remind us
that as we move into February, it will soon be Valentine’s Day. This week I saw
an advert for a supermarket that said ‘where love won’t cost the earth’,
promoting special offers on flowers. These flowers and chocolates are so popular
at this time because they are signs and expressions of love.
February also brings the beginning of Lent, the time when as a church we
prepare ourselves for Easter and look towards the cross. The cross is also a sign
of love, the expression of God’s love for each one of us. The love that knows no
limits, the love that paid the price. This love really did cost the earth, it cost God
everything He had. “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not die but have everlasting life.”
At this time when people focus on love, let us remind ourselves that God loves
us, just as we are. And as we journey through Lent and walk again with Jesus to
the cross, may we make this a time to respond to the love that gave everything.
Elizabeth Cushion

